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By Dee and Apple 

People can assume control of what our 
future will look like. Will the collective “we” 
let it become a grim and joyless feudalism 
where the corporations control all aspects of 
the natural World? Or will it be a community- 
based syndicate of autonomous work 
collectives who collaborate to create and 
equally distribute necessities to all members 
of society in an opert^pistr^^lemocratic 


manner? As we 
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needs are increasing! 
communjj^ased litfihg. 

[■Movies fade qway aS;^ 
fell iokes,|«^ (^llflwers for en^ 
insteadL ’ , Localizini 


product 


By PB Floyd 

This spring and summer should (or could) 
bring a rising tide of protests against 
Obama’s escalation of fee US war in 
Afghanistan. Sending more US troops won’t 
make anyone safer, won’t help fee Afghan 
people, and will needlessly risk fee iives of 
US troops and Afohan civilians. The handful 
of Al-Qaeda militants, who were fee originai 
justification for fee war, haven’t been in 
Afghanistan for years. The escalation is a 
continued waste of money, just welfare for 
defense contractors and cormpt Afghan 
officials and gangsters. Bombing villages to 
prop up a corrupt US-supported regime 
(which rigged fee last election) is just 
pouring gasoline on a fire — its fueling more 
fighting and a society-wide resort to 
violence. Looked at from an A^han 
perspective, what would you do if a foreign 








There are many reasons, but a key is feat 
Obama’s US government serves fee same 
basic interests as Bush’s — maintaining US 
dominance. His understanding of 
“terrorism" and use of this concept to 
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anyone who might oppose US interests. Its 
real iritent had more to do wife justifying 
increases in US po\«er at home and abroad 
than wife “protecting” anyone. 

Because fee war on Afghanistan was a 
component of fee war on terrorism power 
grab, fee main point of fee war had nothing 
much to do wife Afghanistan, and very much 
to do wife placing fee US into a war 
mentality, and keeping it there. There was 
never much interest in how one might “win” 
fee war. Certainly no serious person 
thought feat Afghanistan would eventually 
become a modem liberal democracy wife 
Starbucks and Wholefoods markets in 
stripmalls outside Kabul. 

Given fee US role in funding guerrilla war 
against fee Soviets in fee 1980s by arminq 
Afghan insurgents (including Osama bin 
Laden back in fee day) it was pretty 
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By Dee and Apple 

People can assume control of what our 
future will look like. Will the collective “we" 
let it become a grim and joyless feudalism 
where the corporations control all aspects of 
the natural World? Or will it be a community- 
based syndicate of autonomous work 
collectives who collaborate to create and 
equally distribute necessities to all members 
of society in an open and denrocratic 
manner? As we . giiggige! Ideally, fsur 
relationships 
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community-based living! 

|nd movies fade away as we laughs, sing, 
tell jokes and plant flowers for entertainnient 
jpstead. Localizing food production is 
reducing our transportation demands, and 
improving the air quality to give our lungs a 
.,rest Through mutual aid we can strengthen 
relationships virith neighboring communities 
and support each other through diversity of 
organization, learning how to produce our 
own necessities for survival and to trade 
equitably wito others for the remainder. We 
are on the verge of a bioregional 
renaissance in which national government 
becomes irrelevant as each community 
decides how to provide for themselves 
based on features unique to their 
geographical and cultural landscape. The 
time is now to gather together, turn the tides 
against corporations, and save human lives 
and the natural world. 

The Mobilization for Climate Justice 
(MCJ) is a North American-based network of 
organizations and activists who have joined 
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By PB Floyd 

This spring and summer should (or could) 
bring a rising tide of protests against 
Obama’s escalation of the US war in 
Afghanistan. Sending more US troops won’t 
make anyone safer, won’t help the A^han 
people, and will needlessly risk the lives of 
US troops and Afghan civilians. The handful 
of At-Qaeda militants, who were the original 
justification for the war, haven’t been in 
A^hanistan for years. The escalation is a 
continued waste of money, just welfare for 
defense contractors and corhrpt Afghan 
officials and gangsters. Bombing villages to 
prop up a corrupt US-supported regime 
(which rigged the last election) is just 
pouring gasoline on a fire — its fueling more 
fighting and a society-wide resort to 
violence. Looked at from an Afghan 
perspective, what would you do if a foreign 
power invaded your country, tried to impose 
a particular segment of local thugs on your 
village, and flew drones over your fields 
night and day? The Afghan war is the 
greatest recruiting tool for suicide bombers 
and religious fanatics who offer an 
alternative to US hegemony, no matter how 
repressive and terrifying it may be. 

Why is Obama continuing, and now 
expanding, the failed Bush war policy? 



There are many reasons, but a key is that 
Obama’s US government serves the same 
basic interests as Bush’s — maintaining US 
dominance. His understanding of 
“terrorism” and use of this concept to 
centralize power are essentially the same as 
under Bush. 

The US invaded Afghanistan — one of 
the poorest and most remote countries in 
the world — in 2001 after the September 1 1 
attacks as part of Bush’s “war on terrorism". 
The war on terrorism was a rhetorical and 
political trick. Terrorism is a tactic, not an 
ideology or cohesive movement, so the 
“war” was by definition endless and again st 
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anyone who might oppose US interests. Its 
real intent had more to do with justifying 
increases in US power at home and abroad 
than with “protecting" anyone. 

Because the war on Afghanistan was a 
component of the war on terrorism power 
grab, the main point of the war had nothing 
much to do with Afghanistan, and very much 
to do with placing the US into a war 
mentality, and keeping it there. There was 
never much interest in how one might “win” 
the war. Certainly no serious person 
thought that Afghanistan would eventually 
become a modem liberal democracy with 
Starbucks and Wholefoods markets in 
stripmalls outside Kabul. 

Given the US role in funding guerrilla war 
against the Soviets in the 1980s by arming 
Afghan insurgents (including Osama bin 
Laden back in the day) it was pretty 
predictable that an Afghan insurgency would 
develop to resist a US puppet state. 
Afghans fought three Anglo-Afghan wars 
against the British (183942, 1878-80, 1919) 
which demonstrated their hostility to outside 
rule. 

There are a number of parallels between 
past Afghan insurgencies and the current 
resistance to the US attempt to impose 




Continued on Page 12 
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relationships with neighboring communities 
and support each other through diversity of 
organization, teaming how to produce our 
own necessities for survival and to trade 
equitably with others for the remainder. We 
are on the verge of a bioregional 
renaissance in which national government 
becomes irrelevant as each community 
decides how to provide for themselves 
based on features unique to their 
geographical and cultural landscape. The 
time is now to gather together, turn the tides 
against corporations, and save human lives 
and the natural world. 

The Mobilization for Climate Justice 
(MCJ) is a North American-based network of 
organizations and activists who have joined 
together to build a movement that 
emphasizes non-violent direct action and 
public education to promote effective and 
just solutions to the climate crisis. The 
coalition that is Mobilization for Climate 
Justice initiated a number of protests around 
the country related to corporate control over 
false solutions on climate change, in tiiat 
way it is an action centered coalition for 
passionate people to organize their own 
affinity groups within the whole, 
incorporating activists and community 
members from a highly varied number of 
environmental and social justice groups, 
representing a variety of issues, tactics, and 
interests, we have united through our 
commitment to seeking meaningful solutions 
to the crisis of climate change. 

Direct actions under the umbrella name of 
Mobilization tor Climate Justice took place 
all over the country on November 30, 2009. 
Groups in each city chose their own tactics 
and focus. The corresponding 
coincided with the ten year armhrers^^ 
// toe Seattle protests of toe World Trate 
Organization and with the %ening talcs of 
Copenhagen. 

In New York, protestors met at Bank of 
Aciterica to expose the cdnjpany's practice 
of mountairitop removal and oil and gas 
; > prospecting, and then marched to the 
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village, and flew drones over your fields 
night and day? The Afghan war is the 
greatest recruiting tool for suicide bombers 
and religious fanatics who offer an 
alternative fo US hegemony, no matter how 
repressive and terrifying it may be. 

Why is Obama continuing, and now 
expanding, the failed Bush war policy? 


The Ub invaaea Aignanisian — one or 
the poorest and most remote countries in 
the worid — in 2001 after the September 1 1 
attacks as part of Bush’s “war on terrorism”. 
The war on terrorism was a rhetorical and 
political trick. Terrorism is a tactic, not an 
ideology or cohesive movement, so the 
“war” was by definition endless and against 
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against the British (1839-42, 1878-80, 1919) 
which demonstrated their hostility to outside 
rule. 

There are a number of parallels between 
past Afghan insurgencies and toe cument 
resistance to the US attempt to impose 
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By Kenmit 




Is there a way to articulate at once the beauty, anxiety, pride and profound sadness of 
living without falling into an intense self reflection that does not communicate? 
Expression, authentic expression, with the power to find resonances with other minds, 
other bodies, is a continuous struggle against banality, against the nihilism that rushes in 
when we find it impossible to express ourselves in a way that will be understood. 

Online social networks like facebook appear to offer us vast opportunities to express 
ourselves and they do change the way that people interact. They give us more options 
package and deliver information about ourselves and reshape the way we 
about privacy; making our interests and social connections more transparent and 
enabling people to reveal pieces of themselves in online profiles that might otherwise be 
known only by intimate friends. 

The consequences of this are not neutral. When the world is conceived of as a global 
marketplace, every interaction can seem to be about buying and selling. People are 
encouraged to blur the distinction between self expression and creating a marketable 
image. The forms of expression supported by social networking technology are one 
recent example of this, but of our communication is potentially affected by this 
posturing. When every post you make might be read by your mother, boss, or potential 
customer, what someone is willing to say can become highly artificial. 

This artificiality is always boring, but it is most troubling when it replaces active 
connections. 

Our ability to find out a great deal about each other has increased exponentially but 
our ability to be changed and moved as we engage in the process of getting to know 
someone else remains the same. There is a surge of excitement when we connect with 
someone. It may be someone we have not heard from in years or have been meaning to 

Continued on Page 12 
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Slingshot is an independent radical newspaper 
published in Berkeley since 1988. 

It is easy to look at all the problems in the 
world and get confused about what are just 
symptoms and what are the root causes of the 
many struggles currently underway. It Is crucially 
important to know which is which, because when 
communities organize to address a problem but 
we’re only attacking the symptom without dealing 
with the underlying social systems creating the 
symptoms, we’re bound to fall. 

So for example while particular corporations 
build particular factories that pollute particular 
neighborhoods, it is futile to tackle this problem 
one factory or one company at a time. The 
underlying problem is an economic and political 
system that concentrates power — the idea of 
distant, faceless people owning shares in 
corporations in the first place. And even more 
deeply, a system of competition and private 
ownership that sucks meaning out of the world by 
reducing our lives and the natural world to an 
endless pursuit of economic growth, efficiency, 
and profit. 

All around us, we’re facing the dramatic fallout 
from the recent economic recession. Recessions 
are unavoidable parts of the capitalist economy 
— they aren’t a problem with the system, they 
are the system. But rather than undermining 
support for the system itself, people are reacting 
to the recession by chasing symptoms. Under all 
of this emotion, it can be hard to see the more 
basic reality. The capitalist system is killing the 
planet. Our lives are more and more controlled 
by economic, technological and political systems 
that can seem inevitable and natural, but aren't. 

The situation, however, is far from hopeless. 
Frustration Is building on a mass level — not just 
in a punk ghetto but everywhere. Crisis on this 
scale can produce massive and rapid shifts in 
priorities. Crucial to this process is figuring out 
the real target for our collective energies, and 
avoiding wasting it on distractions. 

Meanwhile, while we were working on this 
issue, we got news of an adverse court ruling 
against a long-term squatted house where many 

of us live. This is the raw, ugly face of what 
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Slingshot will award its sixth annual Award 
for Lifetime Achievement — the Golden 
Wingnut — at its 22nd birthday party on 
Friday, March 11th at 3124 Shattuck in 
Berkeley (8 pm). Slingshot created the Lifetime 
Achievement Award to recognize direct action 
radicals who have dedicated their lives to the 
struggle for alternatives to the current absurd 
system. Wingnut is the term some of us use to 
refer to folks who blend radicalism and a highly 
individual personal style — more than just 
another boring radical. Golden Wingnuts mix 
determination, inspiration and flair. The winner 
has their biography featured in our next issue, 
and will receive a wingnut trophy and super- 
hero outfit. 

We’re looking for nominations for this year’s 
award. To be eligible, an individual has to be 
currently alive and must have at least 25 years 
of “service”. Please send your nominations by 
5 p.m. on March 1st along with why a 
particular person should be awarded the 
Golden Wingnut for 2010 to 3124 Shattuck 
Ave. Berkeley, CA 94705 orslingshot@tao.ca. 
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Hi there, 

I just picked up a copy of the organizer for 
2010 and was all smiles until I came across 
your booklist... 

Jeffery Archer [sic] - The Prodigal Daughter 

Really? Doesn’t anyone know this guy is 
kinda like the UK version of Rush Limbaugh? 

Please read the wiki page on this sleaze: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jeffrey_Archer 

If you don't want to read the whole thing, 
just go for the controversies section - it's large 
enough. Do you start with the missing funds 
from Red Cross or his part in the 2004 
Equatorial Guinea coup d'etat attempt? 

He was arrested for perverting the course of 
justice. He was also a key figure in the 
Conservative government of the Thatcher era - 
which in itself isn't damning (totally, is it?). He 
also has his fingers in so many media pies in 
the UK - ones that we collectively detest and 
work against. 

He needs no more money - don't suggest 
people buy his books PLEASE!!!! 

Thanks for reading my rant :) 

Keep up the otherwise truly amazing work - 
we are collectively better for it! 

Dan 

Oops! Thanks for the info, Dan. Our bad. 
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Slingshot published its first book in 2009 to 
celebrate the 40th anniversary of People’s 
Park in Berkeley. People’s Park Still Blooming 
is a 200-page, full color coffee table book 
edited by activist and park gardener Terri 
Compost. It was particularly appropriate for us 
to publish the book since Slingshot traces its 
roots to the struggles surrounding the Park — 
grassroots street level radicals vs. The Man. 

The book uses hundreds of photographs as 


Slingsbofs I*' book 

blooms as a community garden and native 
plant repository in a dense urban area; as a 
liberated zone for concerts and political rallies; 
and as one of the few places open to all 
people — rich and poor, homeless and housed 
— in an increasingly consumer-dominated 
Berkeley. Daily free food provided by Food Not 
Bombs and others draws a constantly shifting 
band of punks, travelers, elders, artists and 
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marginalized people to the Park. 

The book is neither a dry historical text nor 
mere picture book — its conception and 
actualization are intimately tied to a living 
struggle with implications far wider than just 
Berkeley or just a park. The struggle for the 
Park is the same as the global struggle for 
freedom, cooperation and ecological balance 
over hierarchy, corporations and a throw-away 
world. 

We still have copies of the book available 
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one factory or one company at a time. The 
underlying problem is an economic and political 
system that concentrates power — the Idea of 
distant, faceless people owning shares in 
corporations in the first place. And even more 
deeply, a system of competition and private 
ownership that sucks meaning out of the world by 
reducing our lives and the natural world to an 
endless pursuit of economic growth, efficiency, 
and profit. 

All around us, we’re facing the dramatic fallout 
from the recent economic recession. Recessions 
are unavoidable parts of the capitalist economy 
— they aren’t a problem with the system, they 
are the system. But rather than undermining 
support for the system itself, people are reacting 
to the recession by chasing symptoms. Under all 
of this emotion, it can be hard to see the more 
basic reality. The capitalist system is killing the 
planet. Our lives are more and more controlled 
by economic, technological and political systems 
that can seem inevitable and natural, but aren’t. 

The situation, however. Is far from hopeless. 
Frustration is building on a mass level — not just 
in a punk ghetto but everywhere. Crisis on this 
scale can produce massive and rapid shifts in 
priorities. Crucial to this process is figuring out 
the real target for our collective energies, and 
avoiding wasting It on distractions. 

Meanwhile, while we were working on this 
issue, we got news of an adverse court ruling 
against a long-term squatted house where many 
of us live. This is the raw, ugly face of what 
ownership, money and power really mean. While 
people have been using this house for years — 
In part as cost-free housing for travelers, 
musicians and artists allowing people to work on 
projects like Slingshot rather than being tied 
down to a job — to the system It Is just a piece of 
real estate that is only meaningful to the extent it 
earns profit for someone. Our lives are much 
more meaningful, real and full of pleasure than 
the system’s bank balances or the absurd laws It 
uses to guard them. 

We’ll laugh in the face of its grim police if 
necessary because we’ll always be free while the 
system of private property and means to a 
pointless end will always be doomed. 

Slingshot Is always looking for new writers, 
artists, editors, photographers, translators, 
distributors, etc. to make this paper. If you send 
something written, please be open to editing. 

Editorial decisions are made by the Slingshot 
Collective but not ail the articles reflect the 
opinions of ail collectives members. We 
welcome debate and constructive criticism. 

Thanks to the people who made this: Aaron, I 
Alex, Apple, Bird, Booker T & the MGs, Brendan, 
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has their biography featured in our next issue, 
and will receive a wingnut trophy and super- 
hero outfit. 

We’re looking for nominations for this year’s 
award. To be eligible, an individual has to be 
currently alive and must have at least 25 years 
of “service”. Please send your nominations by 
5 p.m. on March 1st along with why a 
particular person should be awarded the 
Golden Wingnut for 2010 to 3124 Shattuck 
Ave. Berkeley, CA 94705 or slingshot@tao.ca. 
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justice. He was also a key figure in the 
Conservative government of the Thatcher era - 
which in itself isn’t damning (totally, is it?). He 
also has his fingers in so many media pies in 
the UK - ones that we collectively detest and 
work against. 

He needs no more money - don't suggest 
people buy his books PLEASE!!!! 

Thanks for reading my rant ;) 

Keep up the otherwise truly amazing work - 
we are collectively better for it! 

Dan 


Oops! Thanks for the info, Dan. Our bad. 
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Slingshot published its first book in 2009 to 
celebrate the 40th anniversary of People’s 
Park in Berkeley. People’s Park Still Blooming 
is a 200-page, full color coffee table book 
edited by activist and park gardener Terri 
Compost It was particularly appropriate for us 
to publish the book since Slingshot traces its 
roots to the struggles surrounding the Park — 
grassroots street level radicals vs. The Man. 

The book uses hundreds of photographs as 
well as interviews, news clippings and book 
excerpts to tell the story of People’s Park past 
present and future. Since a diverse coalition of 
activists seized a vacant lot to build the Park in 
1969, the Park has been a model for do-it- 
yourself direct action. In the years since 1969, 
generations of activists have fought to permit 
the users of the Park to decide how it should 
be developed, operated and maintained — 
embodying the principal of user development 
— in the face of constant police repression. 


blooms as a community garden and native 
plant repository in a dense urban area; as a 
liberated zone for concerts and political rallies; 
and as one of the few places open to all 
people — rich and poor, homeless and housed 
— in an increasingly consumer-dominated 
Berkeley. Daily free food provided by Food Not 
Bombs and ofters draws a constantly shifting 
band of punks, travelers, elders, artists and 


Amidst all the riots and protests, the park still 



marginalized people to the Park. 

The book is neither a dry historical text nor 
mere picture book — its conception and 
actualization are intimately tied to a living 
struggle with implications far wider than just 
Berkeley or just a park. The struggle for the 
Park is the same as the global struggle for 
freedom, cooperation and ecological balance 
over hierarchy, corporations and a throw-away 
world. 

We still have copies of the book available 
and we’re looking for help getting it out to the 
world — particularly beyond Berkeley and 
California, where its mostly been passed 
around so far. It retails for $24.95 — a lot of 
money but it’s worth it. Please help us clear 
out all these boxes of books! Check our 
website for mailorder or bookstores that carry 
it. Let us know if: 

• You know of a library or bookstore that 
might want a copy; 

You can publish a book review. 


http://slingshot.tao.ca 
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2011 ORGANIZER 





Thanks to everyone who bought a 2010 
Slingshot Organizer — their sales pay to print 
this paper and for other radical media projects. 


To keep each year’s edition fresh, we like to 
print different dates (and informational 
features) each year so the organizer isn't 
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projects like Slingshot rather than being tied 
down to a job — to the system it is just a piece of 
real estate that is only meaningful to the extent it 
earns profit for someone. Our lives are much 
more meaningful, real and full of pleasure than 
the system’s bank balances or the absurd laws It 
uses to guard them. 

We’ll laugh in the face of its grim police if 
necessary because we’ll always be free while the 
system of private property and means to a 
pointless end will always be doomed. 

Slingshot is always looking for new writers, 
artists, editors, photographers, translators, 
distributors, etc. to make this paper. If you send 
something written, please be open to editing. 

Editorial decisions are made by the Slingshot 
Collective but not all the articles reflect the 
opinions of all collectives members. We 
welcome debate and constructive criticism. 

Thanks to the people who made this: Aaron, 
Alex, Apple, Bird, Booker T & the MGs, Brendan, 
Dee, Eggplant, Gregg, Heather, Jason, Joseph, 
Julia, Kathryn, Kermit, Kerry, Leona, Lesley, Lew, 
Owen, PB, Rena, Sandy, Shannon, Shirley Dean 
(RIP), Stephanie, Tree, Will. 

Slingshot New Volunteer Meeting 

Volunteers interested in getting involved with 
Slingshot can come to the new volunteer meeting 
on Sunday, March 21 , 2010 at 4 p.m. at the Long 
Haul in Berkeley (see below.) 

Article Deadline & Next Issue Date 

Submit your articles for issue 103 by April 17, 
2010 at 3 p.m. 

Volume 1, Number 102, Circulation 19,000 
Printed January 29, 2010 

Slingshot Newspaper 

Sponsored by Long Haul 
3124 Shattuck Avenue, Berkeley, CA 94705 
Phone (510) 540-0751 
slingshot@tao.ca • slingshot.tao.ca 


Circulation information 

Subscriptions to Slingshot are free to 
prisoners, low income and anyone in the 
USA with a Slingshot Organizer, or $1 per 
issue or back issue. International $3 per 
issue. Outside the Bay Area we'll mail you a 
free stack of copies if you give them out for 
free. 


activists seized a vacant lot to build the Park in 
1969, the Park has been a model for do-it- 
yourself direct action. In the years since 1969, 
generations of activists have fought to permit 
the users of the Park to decide how it should 
be developed, operated and maintained — 
embodying the principal of user development 
— in the face of constant police repression. 
Amidst all the riots and protests, the park still 



arouna so tar. it retails for $24.95 — a lot of 
money but it’s worth it. Please help us clear 
out all these boxes of books! Check our 
website for mailorder or bookstores that carry 
it. Let us know if: 

• You know of a library or bookstore that 
might want a copy; 

• You can publish a book review. 
http://slingshot.tao.ca 
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Thanks to everyone who bought a 2010 
Slingshot Organizer — their sales pay to print 
this paper and for other radical media projects. 
If you still want one, we still have a few in stock 

— check our website for a list of places that 
distribute them. If you want to order more than 
40 copies (wholesale) you can order directly 
from us, and get a good deal. 

We’ve appreciated hearing from everyone 
who has written us to let us know about 
various errors, and also with many kind words. 
We’re already thinking about the 2011 
Organizer. If you have ideas about things that 
we should include, contact us now. We’re in 
search of radical historical dates, radical 
contact listings, feature ideas and articles, 
doodles and graphics for the calendar, etc. In 
particular, we are seeking cover artwork. Every 
year it is a huge (often last minute) struggle to 
find cover art. If you think you could draw 
better cover art that we have, you may be right 

— stop talking and start drawing! (Please note: 
sending us a link to your vi/ebsite featuring 
many images is not always helpful. Please 
pick one or two images and say, “Here, how 
about these?”) 

A common comment we hear is, “Why didn’t 
you print a particular date in this year’s 
Organizer. Does that mean you don’t care 
about [fill in the blank]?” Over the years vire’ve 
accumulated a huge list of historical dates for 
each day - about 10-20 per day. Thus, we 
don’t have room to print each date each year. 


To keep each year’s edition fresh, we like to 
print different dates (and informational 
features) each year so the organizer isn’t 
precisely the same year after year. The 
individual artists who design the calendar 
pages get to decide which 34 dates (out of 10- 
20) to pick, so their decisions don’t necessarily 
reflect all of our opinions in the collective about 
what is important. If we missed a date in a 
particular edition, it is nothing personal to you 
or anyone else — chances are we printed it 
the previous year or we’ll print it next year. 
Feel free to let us know about dates you don’t 
think we have. 

We’ll start work on the 2011 organizer in 
June, with most of the work happening the first 
two weeks in August. The deadline for radical 
historical dates is June 1 . We’re going to edit 
and improve the historical dates all month. 
The deadline for art for the inside of the 
calendar is July 1 . The deadline for cover art, 
features, radical contact listings and all other 
submissions is August 1. 

If you are in the Bay Area during the first two 
weeks in August and want to work on the 
organizer — even if you have no publication 
experience — join us for the fun! Contact us 
— many hands make light work and we like to 
incorporate new energy into the project. We’ll 
have the organizer back from the binder on 
October 1,2010. 
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•' By Jason Ahmadi of the TOTB Network 

“Think Outside the Bomb" (TOTB)j 
represents a network of individuals from 
across the country who have come together 
because of the threat of nuclear weapons. We 
are part of a network of people who wish to 
create a new world. We want to live in a world 
without nuclear weapons and nuclear power. I 
Individuals in our network know that nuclear 
power and nuclear weapons are inextricably 
linked, and we strive to build a world where 
clean and sustainable energy power our daily 
lives. We wish to live harmoniously with life 
around us and present real solutions to the 
urgent problems of both climate change and , 
nuclear proliferation. TOTB will work to create 
the infrastructure and relations that can' 
continue to sustain life and guide us into thej 
future. 

2010 is the year when the Nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty (NPT) will be reviewed to 
decide whether or not five countries can have] 
nuclear weapons or no countries can have 
nuclear weapons. This will be in New York onj 
May 1st so stay aware of local events in your] 
area or try to make it out to the large action in 
New York. 

2010 is also the year following the awarding 
of the Nobel Peace Prize to Barack Obama, 
the president of a nation with nearly 10,000 
nuclear weapons, because of his stated 
ambitions for a nuclear free world. The only! 


other country with as many nuclear weapons Is 
Russia, which has about 14,000; every other 
country with nuclear weapons has hundreds of 
weapons, not thousands. With this many 
weapons, the United States cannot move 
itowards a nuclear free world while 
simultaneously making new nuclear weapons. 

201 0 Is the year TOTB will work together to 
achieve these goals. We will come together in 
New York for the NPT. Organizers will also 


I To all past participants and young people ( 
who want to be nuclear disarmament! 
organizers for 2010, join TOTB for a Training 
'for Trainers" February 18-21, 2010, near Los I 
f Alamos, NM. In past years, TOTB has thrived | 
'ias a network that builds community and I 
y knowledge, attempting bigger and better things | 
' every year. Now, 2010 is our tipping point -I 
between new plutonium pit facilities, new! 
permitting requests for uranium mining and| 


^ u- • ki , troininn in 1 1 ouclear powor plants, the Non-Proliferation 

^ ugelto « New Mexto »th a n U ^^31, itewew, and PresIdenI Otema's call lor 

this connliy Is laced wldi a 
watershed moment on nuclear weapons and 


and work to prevent new, and end current, ^ 
nuclear weapon production at Los Alamos j 
Nuclear Laboratory (LANL), where most of the I 
national nuclear weapons research is done.i 
Building a new plutonium pit production facility! 


I power. Over the next year TOTB will have a 
I concrete action plan with a vision that looks 
[toward real nuclear abolition within our 
I lifetimes. We are prepared to mobilize with the 


or "modernizing nuclear weapons means ^ hundreds of young people who have come to 
building new nuctear weapons, not diMrming.^Q^ conferences and who lepiese 
We will come together in solidanty and for toe jj. Qpganizations in dozens of communities I 
1 liberation of all local stmggles w country, to become major players 

across the nation. TOTB wrti work together, Vj^ j|^jg g^y^jgi nionf^nt in the disarmament! 
walking side by side with indigenous p^pl^ 31 movement We need you with us to do this. As I 
and community groups in New Mexico lo^Qj^g^j^g^ ^g pggjj jq train together to| 


in New Mexico 

[achieve this goal. Our network wishes ‘“iir(jevelop new skills, deepen our understanding I 
I promote a culture of transformation and new |;L^ issues, strengthen our community, and 
will live our lives byjJigj^j ' 


beginnings and we will live our lives byjl 
example. We believe that love overcomes fear, ^ 
and we must work to achieve a world free of 7 
nuclear weapons in our lifetimes. 


.extend our network like wildflowers. 
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continue to sustain life and guide us into the 
future. 

2010 is the year when the Nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty (NPT) will be reviewed to 
decide whether or not five countries can have 
nuclear weapons or no countries can have 
nuclear weapons. This will be in New York on 
May 1st so stay aware of local events In your 
area or try to make it out to the large action in 
New York. 

2010 is also the year following the awarding 
of the Nobel Peace Prize to Barack Obama, 
the president of a nation with nearly 10,000 
nuclear weapons, because of his stated 
ambitions for a nuclear free world. The only 


DUllUiiiy a new ^luiuiiiuiii pivvit. 


or "modernizing" nuclear weapons means' 
building new nuclear weapons, not disarming. J 
We will come together in solidarity and for the . 
liberation of all peoples in local struggles' 
across the nation. TOTB will work together, ' 
walking side by side with indigenous peoples | 
and community groups in New Mexico to, 
achieve this goal. Our network wishes to 
promote a culture of transformation and new 
beginnings and we will live our lives by, 
example. We believe that love overcomes fear, i 
and we must work to achieve a world free of' 
nuclear weapons in our lifetimes. 


; lifetimes. We are prepared to mobilize with the 
' hundreds of young people who have come to 
'our conferences and who represent 
I organizations in dozens of communities I 
I around the country, to become major players I 
in this crucial moment in the disarmament! 
I movement We need you with us to do this. As I 
I organizers, we need to train together to I 
develop new skills, deepen our understanding 
of the issues, strengthen our community, and | 
[extend our network like wiidflowers. 
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By PB Floyd and Jezebel 
While it’s easy to think of the recent 
earthquake in Haiti as just another natural 


peasants to perform free labor on roads in lieu 
of paying road tax to force thousands of people 
to build hundreds of miles of roads under the 
corvee system. The roads helped US troops 
move around and opened up the countryside 
to economic development. Haitian peasants 
saw the forced labor system as a return to 
slavery at the hands of white US solders. 

When Haitians rebelled against US rule in 
1919, US marines put down the uprising, killing 
up to 15,000 Haitians according to Haitian 
historians. (The US Navy admitted that 3,250 


US focus 
i neglecting 
[economic 
population. 
Haiti is 


on profits and control, while! 
self-determination, justice and j 
development for the common ! 


disaster, it’s the poverty and in justice that have* i- « i lo 

uoi« S wcre kilfed.) Eveu after US Mannes left 

plagued Haiti for generations that have turned g rotoinoH pnntmi n«or Haiti’c 


a natural earthquake into a human 
catastrophe. A 7.0 earthquake is a huge 
earthquake, but when one strikes a rich 
country like Japan, only a few people are killed 
because buildings are earthquake resistant 
I and emergency infrastructure is in place to 
I deal with emergencies. Haiti, to the contrary, 
I was already an economic disaster before the 
I earthquake, with the worst poverty in the 
I Western Hemisphere. 

P Haiti’s poverty is not an accident — it is 
S the result of the Global economic svstem which 


the US retained control over Haiti’s j 
external finances until 1947. 

Haitian society was in shambles before, | 
during and after the US occupation, | 
economically plundered by transnational | 
corporations as well as local elites. Military] 
coups were followed by military dictatorships, | 

some supported by US authorities and others | 
shunned, but the common thread has been a i 


a victim of failed international i 
development schemes that leave developing! 
countries deep in debt to build mega-projects | 
that don’t address basic human needs. In the > 
1930s, the World Bank financed the Peligrel 
Dam, completed in 1956. It was built by Brown [ 
and Root of Texas, the now infamous defense j 
contractors. The fertile agricultural Artibonite j 
River valley was flooded, leaving its residents | 
refugees in their own country. Meanwhile, the J 
dam silted up more rapidly than expected due? 
to massive Haitian deforestation, leaving it a[ 
useless breeding ground for malaria. In thej 
end, the project just enriched a US company in j 
the name of the Haitians it impoverished. 

To the credit of the Haitian people, when the i 
Canadian International Development Agency | 
and the Inter-American Development Bank j 
tried to build two more dams in the 1980s, ten 
thousand people stood up against the plan and j 
against to^^wn notoriously repressive | 


\l/ 




government, and succeeded in putting enough 
pressure on the banks to halt the projects. 

If you look at a satellite picture of the island 
I of Hispaniola, it is easy to pick out the border i 
1 between Haiti and the Dominican Republic, 

I because Haiti was so massively deforested by 
[European colonists. This deforestation has 
[made every recent natural disaster much 
worse on the Haiti side of toe island, because 
without trees toe land washes away, burying 
roads and homes, and drinking water 
1 reservoirs are impossible to keep clean. 

The overwhelming human tragedy of Haiti 
after toe earthquake tears at our hearts. But in 
our response, we need to do nrore than just 
help toe victims. We need to attack toe | 
underlying social, political and economic § 
conditions that transformed a natural I 
earthquake into a human disaster. We | 
demand no more Haitis — people in toe US 
and toe developed world shouldn’t be living 
high on toe hog while a majority of toe world’s 
population barely has toe resources to eat, 
much less prepare for natural disasters. 

Many people want to donate money to help 
with disaster relief. The following groups are 
based in Haiti, run by Haitians, were active 
there before the earthquake, and will remain 
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I By PB Floyd and Jezebel 

While it’s easy to think of the recent 
I earthquake in Haiti as just another natural 


US force^s^u^ an 1864 law that required 
peasants to perform free labor on roads in lieu 
of paying road tax to force thousands of people 
to build hundreds of miles of roads under the 
corvee system. The roads helped US troops 
move around and opened up the countryside 
to economic development. Haitian peasants 
saw the forced labor system as a return to 
slavery at the hands of white US solders. 

When Haitians rebelled against US rule in 
1919, US marines put down the uprising, killing 
up to 15,000 Haitians according to Haitian 
historians. (The US Navy admitted that 3,250 
were killed.) Even after US Marines left in 


disaster, it’s the poverty and injustice that have 

plagued Haiti for generations that have turned I .no ,1 u. no » • j . i u 

” u 5 1934, the US retained control over Haiti s 

human ' 


a natural earthquake into a 
I catastrophe. A 7.0 earthquake is a 
earthquake, but when one strikes a rich 
country like Japan, only a few people are killed 
because buildings are earthquake resistant 
and emergency infrastructure is in place to 
deal with emergencies. Haiti, to the contrary, 
was already an economic disaster before the 
earthquake, with the worst poverty in the 


h ^ external finances until 1947. 

^ • Haitian society was in shambles before, 

during and after the US occupation, 
economically plundered by transnational 
corporations as well as local elites. Military 
coups were followed by military dictatorships, 

some supported by US authorities and others 
shunned, but the common thread has been a 


Western Hemisphere. 

Haiti’s poverty is not an accident — it is 
the result of the global economic system which 
removes wealth and resources from the global ! 
south for the benefit of rich countries. This 
system is enforced with military power, which 
is why it is so ironic to see US troops helping 
earthquake victims portrayed as heroes. Sure 
it's nice when US troops arrive to pass out 
^ water and pick up the wounded, but wouldn’t it 
I be nice if the US military didn’t help destroy 
f societies in the first place and leave them so 
^ vulnerable to natural disasters? 

The US military has a long history in Haiti. 
In 1915, at the request of US banks which had 
taken over the Haitian banking system in 1910- 
11, US Marines invaded, beginning an 
occupation that would last until 1934. / 
dissolving the legislature, US officials wrote a I 
new constitution, adopted in a flawed vote ini 
1919, which abolished a long-standing! 
prohibition on foreign ownership of land. 
(Supposedly, future-president FDR personally | 
wrote the constitution while acting as under- 
secretary of the Navy. ) 


S negieciing seir-oeierminanon, justice aiiu 
economic development for the common ! 
population. 

Haiti is a victim of failed international | 
development schemes that leave developing | 
countries deep in debt to build mega-projects | 
that don’t address basic human needs. In the ! 
1930s, the World Bank financed the Peligrej 
Dam, completed in 1956. It was built by Brown [ 
and Root of Texas, the now infamous defense j 
contractors. The fertile agricultural Artibonite | 
River valley was flooded, leaving its residents | 
refugees in their own country. Meanwhile, the 
dam silted up more rapidly than expected due{ 
to massive Haitian deforestation, leaving it a; 
useless breeding ground for malaria. In thel 
end, the project just enriched a US company in j 
the name of the Haitians it impoverished. 

To the credit of the Haitian people, when the | 
Canadian International Development Agency | 
and the Inter-American Development Bank I 
tried to build two more dams in the 1980s, ten 
thousand people stood up against the plan and 
against theirovm notoriously repressive | 
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If you look at a satellite picture of the island 
I of Hispaniola, it is easy to pick out the border 
[between Haiti and the Dominican Republic, 

I because Haiti was so massively deforested by 
’European colonists. This deforestation has 
[made every recent natural disaster much 
worse on the Haiti side of toe island, because 
without trees toe land washes away, burying 
roads and homes, and drinking water 
I reservoirs are impossible to keep clean. 

The oven/vhelming human tragedy of Haiti 
after toe earthquake tears at our hearts. But in 
our response, we need to do more than just 
help toe victims. We need to attack toe 
underlying social, political and economic 
conditions that transformed a natural 
earthquake into a human disaster. We 
demand no more Haitis — people in the US 
and toe developed world shouldn't be living 
high on toe hog while a majority of toe world’s 
population barely has toe resources to eat, 
much less prepare for natural disasters. 

Many people want to donate money to help 
with disaster relief. The following groups are 
based in Haiti, run by Haitians, were active 
there before the earthquake, and will remain 
after the TV cameras have left. Helping 
Haitians help themselves is better than funding 
huge US based corporate-style charities. 

Aristide Foundation - medical facility run by 
Haitian doctors, students and Cuban doctors 
www.haitiaction.net 

Partners In Health (Zanmi Lasante) - one of \ 
toe largest health care delivery services in | 
Haiti staffed and managed by Haitians with a | 

! full training program for Haitians to become | 
doctors and other health professionals;! 
www.pih.org | 

• Institute For Justice And Democracy In Haiti 
- distributes objective and accurate information! 
on human rights conditions in Haiti and' 
pursues legal cases with local human rights 
groups www.ijdh.org 

• Working Together For Haiti (Konbit Pou 
Ayiti) - focuses on Haitian solutions to 
environmental, social and economic problems 
by providing training and funding to 
community-based projects, www.konpay.org 



Fee Hikes. Layoffs, and Wage Cuts Spark Rebellion on campuses Tliroughout CA. 


By Dee 

The shockwaves of reduced state funding 
for public education are felt in sickening 
lurches throughout California, across all levels 
of public education, from the university and 
community college system down through high 
schools, middle schools, and elementary 
schools. Education has been under attack for 
over a decade as undergraduate studies are 
pushed into the background and “research” 
becomes about student tuition financing 
development and student labor being 
harnessed for a private corporate research 
agenda. Yet the solution to the current crisis, 
according to the powers that be, is to privatize 
more, and to raise tuition. This not only affects 
the qualify of education, but also the 
accessibility of it which more directly affects 
low-income students and students of color. 

Actions across the state express outrage at 
the overtures towards privatizing what has l ong 
been held as a public good, responding to the 
human impacts of the layoff and fee hikes, as 
well as highlighting long-standing reluctance 
on the part of the DC to give answers or listen 
to anyone. 

“It’s now a toll road” 

President Yudof and Chancellor Birgeneau 
play the blame game with legislators in 
Sacramento to cover up their inability to 
manage the University’s budget. Managers 
who pull in six figure salaries say they have no 


In the days surrounding the student 
walkouts of November 18, 19, • and 20, 
occupation fever svrept campuses across 
California. 150 students at UC Santa Cruz 
called for the creation of a sanctuary campus 
during an occupation of the administration 
building that lasted three days. At UC Davis 53 
arrests were made during the occupation of 
Mrak Hall. At UC Berkeley, 43 students 
occupied Wheeler Hall as a crowd well over 
2,000 by the end of the day surrounded the 
perimeter of the building, preventing police in 
riot gear from taking the protestors to jail. 
Administration officials later issued an apology 
for unnecessary police force used against the 
Wheeler demonstrators. An occupation and 
picket of the business school at SF State 
electrified the campus with revolutbnary spirit 
and supporters blocked the streets when 
occupiers were evicted at ^n-point by riot 
police. 


nation's corporate elite but one that has 
massive appeal to millions of working class 
Californians struggling with student debt, 
foreclosures, crumbling schools, wage cuts, 
unemployment, and higher costs of living. This 
is an issue with interest not only to students 
currently enrolled in school, but graduates who 
wish to see their children educated, and 
working class would-be students who could 
never afford private education. The forces of 
privatization have pushed too far and they may 
see themselves buried in a wave of popular 
uprisings as people struggle for the survival of 
their class, communities, children, and 
livelihoods. 

What began as a reaction to worsening 
conditions is evolving into a vibrant and 
vociferous demand for a complete 
renegotiation of the way the education system 
is administrated. A growing macro-analysis 
acknowledges the relationship between 


student population bubbles to the forefront of 
their political discourse this group of students, 
faculty, and workers endeavors to address 
issues of racial and economic injustice as 
integral to the dialogue on liberating the 
education system. Through conferences, 
listservs, meetings, potiucks, concerts, teach- 
ins, and speaking tours students are 
deepening their connections across the state, 
sharing evolving experiences and perspectives 
on the most strategic way forward. Many 
educators are committing themselves to 
extended general strike actions, breaking from 
conijpt union leadership if necessary, 
supported by teach-ins, volunteer kitchens, 
and sympathy strikes. 

The student walkouts of November 18, 19, 
20 at Berkeley and around the state gathered 
national media attention. Some hard lessons 
were learned about the inherently oppressive 
force represented by state violence. But 





accessibility of it which more directly affects 
low-income students and students of color. 

Actions across the state express outrage at 
the overtures towards privatizing what has lon g 

been held as a public good, responding to the 
human impacts of the layoffe and fee hikes, as 
\Nell as highlighting long-standing reluctance 
on the part of the UC to give answers or listen 
to anyone. 

“It’s now a toll road” 

President Yudof and Chancellor Birgeneau 
play the blame game with legislators in 
Sacramento to cover up their inability to 
manage the University's budget. Managers 
who pull in six figure salaries say they have no 
choice but to cut the pay and hours of 
University vrorkers who are already living on 
poverty wages. The administrative class at U'C 
is expanding and groviring, up 293% since 
1992. In 2008, 21% of student fees went to 
pay the salaries of management. By 
comparison, only 8% of these fees went 
towards instruction. The current budget crisis 
is not a lack of available resources, but a crisis 
of priorities. _ 

Many students raise concerns about 
increasing privatization of a public university, 
and recognize this trend coursing through the 
K-12 system as well. They beg poverty in a 
year where the University received $23 billion 
in endowments. Where is the money going? 

The University of California is run like a 
multi-billion dollar corporation, with the 
governor-appointed Board of Regents with 
extensive connections to the banking, real 
estate, and media industries serving as chief 
financial decision-makers. Their goal is to 
eventually privatize the university system, tying 
tuition paid by students to loans for capital 
construction projects that keep the lucrative 
contracts flowing to their business partners. 
Transparency and democratic representation 
are desperately needed if this privatization is to 
be averted. 

Mismanagement and outright theft is the 
real story behind this so-called budget crisis. 

Why is the football coach the highest paid 
employee in the UC system? Who did they 
think they were fooling when they awarded UC 
Police 6)ief Victoria Harrison a $2 million 
retirement package and then rehired her with a 
raise? There is no public accountability or 
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and supporters blocked the streets when 
occupiers were evicted at ^n-point by riot 
police. 


VOCnciUllo ucmaiiu lui a 

renegotiation of the way the education system 
is administrated. A growing macro-analysis 
acknowledges the relationship between 
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national media attention. Some hard lessons 
were learned about the inherently oppressive 
force represented by state violence. But 



students who feared disapproval from their 
parents were surprised to hear delighted and 
proud responses from their parents and family 
members. 

Maricruz is a professional organizer for 
AFSCME, the largest public employee and 
health care workers union in the United States. 
She’s seen many a roaring picket line, and 
stared down more than one profit-driven 
asshole at the negotiating table. Her 
passionate articulation of the need for 
organized labor to return to its militant roots 
has mobilized fellow workers to march against 
increased workloads, imposed furlough days, 
and layoffs. 

“The last strike it was only workers, this time 
the students are turning out with us and you 
can see the numbers growing day by day, 
month by month. The struggle vwll continue to 
grow as long as the Regents hold onto their 
pow/er and legislate pay raises for themselves. 


Through this flurry of activity students 
learned the picket line is an education unto 
itself, the best way to team the subtle 
intricacies of democracy where everyone is 
entitled to a piece of bread and we help drag 
each other bruised and bloodied from the 


massive spending on imperialist virars in Irag, 
Afghanistan, and now potentially Yemen and 
the lack of money for basic services like 
education and housing assistance. As 
President Eisenhower said, 'Every gun that is 


marie everv warshio that is launched, every 


Our message is students and workers are 
united in making enormous changes to the 
university system, and we’re not going 
anywhere. We won't rest till we eradicate 
poverty from the UC.' 

Campus labor unions AFSCME and CUE 
paid for 1000 students from all over the state 
to converge on the Regents’ closed-doors vote 
to raise fees at UCLA. The Regents hold 
another meeting behind closed doors as we go 
to press where more layoffs and cuts are likely 
to come down. The coming showdown 



1992. In 2008, 21% of student fees went to 
pay the salaries of management. By 
comparison, only 8% of these fees went 
towards instruction. The current budget crisis 
is not a lack of available resources, but a aisis 
of priorities. 

Many students raise concerns about 
increasing privatization of a public university, 
and recognize this trend coursing through the 
K-12 system as well. They beg poverty in a 
year where the University received $23 billion 
in endowments. Where is the money going? 

The University of California is run like a 
multi-billion dollar corporation, with the 
governor-appointed Board of Regents with 
extensive connections to the banking, real 
estate, and media industries serving as chief 
financial decision-makers. Their goal is to 
eventually privatize the university system, tying 
tuition paid by students to loans for capital 
construction projects that keep the lucrative 
contracts flowing to their business partners. 
Transparency and democratic representation 
are desperaldy needed if this privatization is to 
be averted. 

Mismanagement and outright theft is the 
real story behind this so-called budget crisis. 

Why is the football coach the highest paid 
employee in the UC system? Who did they 
think they were fooling when they awarded UC 
Police Chief Victoria Harrison a $2 million 
retirement package and then rehired her with a 
raise? There is no public accountability or 
transparency because budgetary decisions are 
made behind closed doors and any public 
comment is ignored. Public awareness 
occasionally generates enough shame to 
change policy or force tactic shift, and because 
the University is vaingloriously obsessed with 
their image, now is the time to call them out. 
Occupy Everything 

“Freedom for everybody! Occupy 
everything!’ Is spelled out on the ground in 
green Easter eggs outside the occupation of 
Wheeler Hall at UC Berkeley. Pride softened 
my throat and moistened my eyes as the most 
ordinary of days exploded with a vitality no one 
anticipated and for which everyone yearned. 



Through this flurry of activity students 
learned the picket line is an education unto 
itself, the best way to learn the subtle 
intricacies of democracy where everyone is 
entitled to a piece of bread and we help drag 
each other bmised and bloodied from the 
barricades. To team what it means to hold the 
hand of a stranger and weep with joy, shame, 
grief for our inheritance, tinged with cautious 
expectation for our telekinetic ability to electrify 
the world. There is a growing understanding 
that only by uniting in struggle with K-12 
educators, middle and high-schoolers, parents 
and workers can provide the continuity and 
base of support necessary to radically 
transform the status quo. 

This is the start of statewide grassroots 
movement coordinating actions cohesively to 
disrupt business as usual in an increasingly 
corporatized and repressive system. It’s an 
uphill fight against a system controlled by the 


massive spending on imperialist wars in Iraq, 
Afghanistan, and now potentially Yemen and 
the lack of money for basic services like 
education and housing assistance. As 
President Eisenhower said, 'Every gun that is 
made, every warship that is launched, every 
rocket fired signifies, in the final sense, a theft 
from those who hunger and are not fed, those 
who are cold and not clothed.' 

What has been a tremulous murmur of 
dissatisfaction on campuses and at meetings 
is building up into an explosion of student 
militancy as students come to realize only 
decisive, disruptive action will give them the 
leverage they need to hold the University of 
California accountable to its original purpose of 
providing affordable, quality education for all 
eligible students. The response to this latest 
round of fee hikes, furloughs, and layoffs has 
reflected the urgency of their livelihoods at 
stake. As class consciousness among the 


students who feared disapproval from their 
parents were surprised to hear delighted and 
proud responses from their parents and family 
members. 

Maricruz is a professional organizer for 
AFSCME, the largest public employee and 
health care workers union in the United States. 
She’s seen many a roaring picket line, and 
stared down trwre than one profit-driven 
asshole at the negotiating table. Her 
passionate articulation of the need for 
organized labor to return to its militant roots 
has mobilized fellow workers to march against 
increased workloads, imposed furlough days, 
and layoffs. 

“The last strike it was only workers, this time 
the students are turning out with us and you 
can see the numbers growing day by day, 
month by month. The struggle will continue to 
grow as long as the Regents hold onto their 
power and legislate pay raises for themselves. 

Our message is students and workers are 
united in making enormous changes to the 
university system, and we’re not going 
anywhere. We won’t rest till we eradicate 
poverty from the UC." 

Campus labor unions AFSCME and CUE 
paid for 1000 students from all over the state 
to converge on the Regents’ dosed-doors vote 
to raise fees at UCLA. The Regents hold 
another meeting behind closed doors as we go 
to press where more layoffs and cuts are likely 
to come down. The coming showdown 
promises to be epic no matter what happens. 

MARCH 4*>> is not just a date, it’s an 
imperativel It is a day when people across the 
state of California will participate in 
decentralized direct actions to shut down the 
public education system with teach-ins, rallies, 
dance parties, marches, and the creation of 
liberated space. Our unity of purpose will 
strengthen the interconnection of our struggles 
and send an unequivocal message to the 
robber baron bureaucrats that their days of 
thievery are numbered. 
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• On March 4th, students and workers across 
the US will join in a coordinated national day of 
actions and student strikes to demand 
prioritization of education and human needs 
over bureaucracy,. rich corporations, prisons 
and war. While the call for a national student 
strike came at a mass meeting in Berkeley, 
planning is already underway for actions in 
New York, Illinois, Ohio, Texas, Georgia, 
Alabama, Massachusetts, Maryland, 
Tennessee, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Colorado, 
Connecticut and North Carolina, as well as at 
schools and communities all over California. 
You can participate in an action, strike or 
protest near you on March 4. 

The action protests extreme education fee 
increases, budget cuts, layoff and 
privatization schemes in public school and 
higher education systems across the country 
at a time when bankers and Wall Street have 
received hundreds fof billions of dollars in aid. 
The governing board of the University of 
California increased student fees 32 percent at 
a meeting November 19. 

A powerful labor-student-faculty coalition to 
defend public education formed across 
California in the aftermath of a September 24, 
5,000-person-strong mass student walkout and 


university workers’ strike at the University of 
California, Berkeley organized around the main 
demands of “No Budget Cuts! No Layoffe! No 
Fee Hikes!" On October 24, 2009, more than 
800 students, unionists and activists from more 
than 50 cities across the state gathered at UC 
Berkeley and issued the call for a March 4, 


the March 4 action is being called from 
California, the underlying issues apply 
everywhere. 

In California, public education workers are 
being pitted against other public-sector 
workers with the threat of increased 
privatization of services, and with more so- 



2010, Strike/Day of Action to Save Public 
Education. 

The attacks on public education and all 
public-sector services are deepening in 
California as a result of the growing state 
budget deficit and the recession. Similar 
scenarios are playing out across the US: tax 
revenues are down and public service cuts are 
targeting those least able to afford them. While 


called “reforms” aimed at gutting union 
contracts and destroying essential services. 
While much attention has been paid to the cuts 
at the elite University of California level, cuts to 
California State University system and 
community colleges have a deeper impact on 
working class students of color; with 40,000 
CSU students to be shut out in Spring 2010 
classes and an estimated 250,000 community 


college students denied access because of 
funding cuts and dramatic fee increases. 

California is not just suffering a budget crisis 
but also a crisis of priorities. For example, 
2009 was the first year the state spent more on 
the racist criminal justice system than on 
higher education. In building for March 4th, vire 
are building a popular base to demand that the 
state tax rich people and corporations to pay 
for essential services. 

A more unique issue for California is the 
need to reinstate majority mle over state 
spending priorities. Currently, each year’s 
budget and any new taxes have to be passed 
with a 2/3 vote, which gives an extraordinary 
amount of power to a minority of voters who 
elect conservative representatives who pledge 
“no taxes." Another California obstacle to 
adequate public funding is a state law called 
Proposition 13, which severely limits tax 
revenues by taxing some property (particularty 
that owned by corporations) at 1978 levels. 

There are many ways to get involved in the 
March 4 actions, from talking to your neighbors 
or family about the attack on the public sector, 
to organizing at your school or workplace to 
join in March 4 actions. For more information 
visit www.defendeducation.org. 


studying 

alternatives to state controlled education 


By Apple 

Around the world the demand for education 
is growing exponentially because of the 
projected need to have a good job within the 
first world service economy, but the money 
that is being appropriated by any government 
suDt>ortina education is not matchino the need. 


our own paradigm in which to learn useful 
skills and information. 

The East Bay Free School (EBFS) is similar 
to other free schools around the country in that 
people sign up to teach classes, then the 
classes are listed on a calendar, which is 
widely distributed for people to attend. A lot of 


Free School is a definite way one could obtain 
comprehensive knowledge for free, and in a 
friendly, autonomous setting. 

It does take a lot of effort and cooperation to 
put together a formal Free School calendar, 
and sometimes resources are scarce, so the 
first stages to creating an alternative 
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defend public education formed across 
California in the aftermath of a September 24, 
5,000-person-strong mass student walkout and 
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scenarios are playing out across the US: tax 
revenues are down and public service cuts are 
targeting those least able to afford them. While 


working class students of color; with 40,000 
CSU students to be shut out in Spring 2010 
classes and an estimated 250,000 community 


to organizing at your school or workplace to 
join in March 4 actions. For more information 
visit www.defendeducation.org. 


studying 

alternatiTes to state controlled education 


By Apple 

Around the world the demand for education 
is growing exponentially because of the 
projected need to have a good job within the 
first world service economy, but the money 
that is being appropriated by any government 
supporting education is not matching the need. 
Dwindling tax money is funding the global war 
machine and is sucking itself into bureaucracy. 
In California, state supported institutions of 
higher education like UC Berkeley, SF State, 
and Laney Community College are being hit by 
budget cuts. Students are protesting fee 
hikes, workers are raising their voices about 
layoffs, and faculty are uniting against pay 
cuts; the budget crisis is heavily affecting 
education. There is a call to action on March 4 
across the nation for schools to Walk Out in 
opposition to cutting school budgets. 

However, as this issue of Slingshot is being 
created, the East Bay Free School is already 
tirelessly producing an alternative to state and 
business controlled education. Instead of 
fighting the system to profit from the system in 
the form of free education, a group of people 
can assume control for their own desires and 
needs for information. Comrades all across 
the East Bay have signed up to teach classes 
about their favorite topics including and not 
limited to: permaculture, Spanish, homebrew, 
knitting, and astrology/astronomy. Education 
is a human entitlement that we all ought to 
have access to, but in attempting to create 
viable alternatives to capitalism we can create 


our own paradigm in which to learn useful 
skills and information. 

The East Bay Free School (EBFS) is similar 
to other free schools around the country in that 
people sign up fo teach classes, then the 
classes are listed on a calendar, which is 
widely distributed for people to attend. A lot of 
organization goes into setting up the 



class space and course offerings. Free 
School classes are all ages and, of course, all 
free! 

I went to a Free School class about Solar 
PV Installation. The class was being offered 
every Saturday for four weeks; it allowed for 
the ‘teacher’ and the ‘students’ to go into as 
much or as little depth as they wished; 
together they decided their cumiculum. Thus 


Free School is a definite way one could obtain 
comprehensive knowledge W free, and in a 
friendly, autonomous setting. 

It does take a lot of effort and cooperation to 
put together a formal Free School calendar, 
arid sometimes resources are scarce, so the 
first stages to creating an alternative 
educational structure might be to 
spontaneously get together with your friends 
and simply share your skills. This form of 
information exchange usually involves practical 
usage and experimentation. Most of the time 
institutionalized learning is heavily lacking in 
practice and does not end up equipping folks 
virith useful skills but rather rhetoric information. 
The red tape of institutionalized school can 
stand in the way of someone who wants simply 
to learn and to pursue passions. Students 
must often spend extra time and money in a 
required class having no genuine interest. 
Through learning about the topics we want to 
feam about and exchanging information with 
our friends, we create a new world outside of 
the capitalist institutional structure for people to 
exist strongly together without the pressure of 
needing a degree for a better job because we 
find our needs fulfilled. In ensuring our own 
human rights to education we also empower 
ourselves to do what we love and to be really 
engaged in our lives as they are lived. 

To contact the EBFS: eastbayfs@gmail.com 
or' visit www.eastbayfreeskool.wikia.com. 
There are also meetings at the Long Haul on 
Mondays at 7 :30 pm. 
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The Long Haul community space in 
Berkeley beat a government motion to dismiss 
its federal lawsuit November 30, 2009 meaning 
that the government defendants have to 
ansvt^r the lawsuit and a trial is now scheduled 
for May 16, 2011. Long Haul filed suit a year 
ago against all law enforcement involved in an 
August 27, 2008 police raid on the space by a 
joint terrorism task force composed of 
University of California police, sheriffs and the 
FBI. The police seized all computers at Long 
Haul after breaking in with guns drawn to 
execute a search warrant as part of an 
investigation of threatening emails allegedly 
sent to UC Berkeley animal researchers from a 
public-access computer connected to the 
internet at Long Haul. 

Long Haul is a non-profit organization that 
publishes Slingshot and operates an infoshop 
and library at 3124 Shattuck in Berkeley. It is 
clear that the police never would have gotten 
such a broad search warrant to seize every 
computer at the Berkeley Public Library if the 
email in question had come from the public 
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In California, state supported institutions of 
higher education like UC Berkeley, SF State, 
and Laney Community College are being hit by 
budget cuts. Students are protesting fee 
hikes, workers are raising their voices about 
layoffs, and faculty are uniting against pay 
cuts; the budget crisis is heavily affecting 
education. There is a call to action on March 4 
across the nation for schools to Walk Out in 
opposition to cutting school budgets. 

However, as this issue of Slingshot is being 
created, the East Bay Free School is already 
tirelessly producing an alternative to state and 
business controlled education. Instead of 
fighting the system to profit from the system in 
the form of free education, a group of people 
can assume control for their ovm desires and 
needs for information. Comrades all across 
the East Bay have signed up to teach classes 
about their favorite topics including and not 
limited to: permaculture, Spanish, homebrew, 
knitting, and astrology/asfronomy. Education 
is a human entitlement that we all ought to 
have access to, but in attempting to create 
viable alternatives to capitalism we can create 



class space and course offerings. Free 
School classes are all ages and, of course, all 
free! 

I went to a Free School class about Solar 
PV Installation. The class was being offered 
every Saturday for four weeks; it allowed for 
the ‘teacher’ and the ‘students’ to go into as 
much or as little depth as they wished; 
together they decided their curriculum. Thus 
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and simply share your skills. This form of 
information exchange usually involves practical 
usage and experimentation. Most of the time 
institutionalized learning is heavily lacking in 
practice and does not end up equipping folks 
with useful skills but rather rhetoric information. 
The red tape of institutionalized school can 
stand in the way of someone who wants simply 
to learn and to pursue passions. Students 
must often spend extra time and money in a 
required class having no genuine interest. 
Through learning about the topics we want to 
team about and exchanging information with 
our friends, we create a new world outside of 
the capitalist institutional structure for people to 
exist strongly together without the pressure of 
needing a degree for a better job because we 
find our needs fulfilled. In ensuring our own 
human rights to education we also empower 
ourselves to do what we love and to be really 
engaged in our lives as ihey are lived. 

To contact the EBFS: eastbayfs@gmail.com 
or- visit www.eastbayfreeskool.wikia.com. 
There are also meetings at the Long Haul on 
Mondays at 7:30 pm. 



The Long Haul community space in 
Berkeley beat a government motion to dismiss 
its federal lawsuit November 30, 2009 meaning 
that the government defendants have to 
answer the lawsuit and a trial is now scheduled 
for May 16, 2011. Long Haul filed suit a year 
ago against all law enforcement involved in an 
August 27, 2008 police raid on the space by a 
joint terrorism task force composed of 
University of California police, sheriff and the 
FBI. The police seized all computers at Long 
Haul after breaking in with guns drawn to 
execute a search warrant as part of an 
investigation of threatening emails allegedly 
sent to UC Berkeley animal researchers from a 
public-access computer connected to the 
internet at Long Haul. 

Long Haul is a non-profit organization that 
publishes Slingshot and operates an infoshop 
and library at 3124 Shattuck in Berkeley. It is 
clear that the police never would have gotten 
such a broad search warrant to seize every 
computer at the Berkeley Public Library if the 
email in question had come from the public 
library, rather than at a radical Infoshop. While 
the police perhaps intended their raid to 
intimidate local activists. Long Haul was able 
to reopen the night of the raid. The public- 
access computer room reopened a mon^ later 
with new (used) donated computers. The 
police searched and copied hard drives from 
the seized computers. 

The lawsuit, filed by the Electronic Frontier 
Foundation and the ACLU of Northern 
California, seeks relief against law 
enforcement using the data from the seized 
computers for improper purposes. While the 
legal process has so far moved very slowly, 
the struggle goes on to push back against big 
brother police tactics against activist spaces. 
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“Horrible news - te like someone dying - i cant 
help but feel every minute i spend on this 
fucking computer is helping to destroy 
wonderful thmgs such as HAND LAYOUF 

— 1:51 a.m. email from Eggplant 

By PB Floyd 

This issue marks the end of an era — it is 
the first issue that Slingshot has had to be 
“processed* through a computer before it 
reached your hands. In early January, 
Slingshot’s newspaper printer since 1988 told 
us that they had gotten rid of their camera and 
that they were only accepting newspaper copy' 
in digital form. Until this issue, we would make 
a ‘camera ready" layout by hand, the printer 
would take a photograph of it on a huge 
camera, create a huge negative, and use that 
to bum printing plates that would then print the 
paper. Without a camera, the printer now 
bums the plates directly from a computer print 
out. [Note: the printer for the Organizer still 
has their camera so that publication is still old 
school.] 

This is basically a symbolic loss; our friend 
Sandi offered to help us continue doing hand 
layout by scanning our camera-ready originals 
and emailing them to the printing press. But 
like Eggplant says, this is another step in the 
march of progress which always brings us 
more technology and allegedly more efficiency, 
but which never considers whether we want to 
actually live in the homogenized, soulless 
world that is emerging. It's easy to get caught 
up in the march of progress and excited by 
each new shiny gadget and forget that you’re 
an animal — a living thing — with needs and 
desires fer more complex, interesting and 
meaningful than making everything fast, 
efficient, easy and cheap. 

The process of making Slingshot is different 


manufactured and you have to become 
something of an antique collector if you want to 
continue to use all the tools that used to exist 
to do layout this way. 

So, we’ve decided to officially become 
antique collectors by asking everyone to send 
us their un-used hand-layout tools; particularly 
border tape, clip art books, waxers, zipatone 
film, rub-on letters or other cool hand-layout 
stuff we may not even know about yet. We 
want to build a living archive of these materials 
— to preserve tools as well as skills as we 
continue using them for their intended 
purpose. 


in particular micro-specializations. Some 
people have special skills while everyone else 
is disempowered because they lack those 
skills. This process of stratification promotes 
individualism and competition and frustrates 
people building community, cooperation and 
equality. 

When we use ancient tools to make 
Slingshot, these tools permit a more inclusive, 
cooperative and equal relationship between 
members of the collective since everyone has 
a more equal knowledge regarding the means 
of production. Everyone can cut stuff up and 
glue it back together — you learn this in grade 
school. 

As a bonus, we achieve a diversity of stylel 
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cooperative — breaking down the loneliness it 
is so easy to feel in the standardized world of 
sitting in front of a computer screen. Unlike 
computers, other human beings tell jokes, give 
you a hard time, challenge your ideas, teach 
you things and help you when you need help. 
They’ll give you a hug if you need one. 
Creating the paper becomes much more than 
a means to an end — it expresses a model for 
how we would like to reorganize the whole 
world. 

You always hear how the internet is turning 
everyone into the media and opening up new 
opportunities for community, creativity and 
access — and maybe that is true in some 
ways — but this isn’t the only side of the story. 
People are in “community” sitting alone looking 
at a screen. Their creativity is expressed in 
narrowly constrained technological forms of 
media expression. 

The mainstream society always seeks the 
newest technology and the most efficient tools. 
But you don’t have to use these gadgets just 
because they exist — newer and more efficient 
is not always better. It is crucial to ask how 
each technology, tool or method makes you 
feel and how it impacts your relationships with 
others and the earth. When you start asking 
these questions about every technology, you 
start realizing how often new technology exists 
not to benefit the user, society or the earth, but 
just to enable a corporation to sell stuff. 

The whole idea of efficiency is suspect — 
why do we always want to do everything 
faster? Maybe the joy of doing something slow 
and really engaging with it and experiencing 
the process is the essence of being alive — is 
the key to leading a meaningful life. 
Processes that are tough and complex can 
make you feel way more alive, competent and 
satisfied than stuff that seems easy because it 
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wonderful thmgs such as HAND LAYOUT’ 

— 1:51 a.m. email from Eggplant 

By PB Floyd 

This issue marks the end of an era — it is 
the first issue that Slingshot has had to be 
“processed’ through a computer before it 
reached your hands. In early January, 
Slingshot’s newspaper printer since 1988 told 
us that they had gotten rid of their camera and 
that they were only accepting newspaper copy' 
in digital form. Until this issue, we would make 
a ‘camera ready” layout by hand, the printer 
would take a photograph of it on a huge 
camera, create a huge negative, and use that 
to bum printing plates that would then print the 
paper. Without a camera, the printer now 
bums the plates directly from a computer print 
out. [Note; the printer for the Organizer still 
has their camera so that publication is still old 
school.! 

This is basically a symbolic loss; our friend 
Sandi offered to help us continue doing hand 
layout by scanning our camera-ready originals 
and emailing them to the printing press. But 
like Eggplant says, this is another step in the 
march of progress which always brings us 
more technology and allegedly more efficiency, 
but which never considers whether we want to 
actually live in the homogenized, soulless 
world that is emerging. It’s easy to get caught 
up in the march of progress and excited by 
each new shiny gadget and forget that you’re 
an aninral — a living thing — with needs and 
desires far more complex, interesting and 
meaningful than making everything fast, 
efficient, easy and cheap. 

The process of making Slingshot is different 
from how most printed publications are made 
these days — we still do it mostly by hand, 
using computers as little as we can. We 
physically cut, manipulate and glue back 
together pieces of paper to make a collage — 
text, artwork and headlines — that become 
each page of the paper. This is how 
publications were designed before computer 
layout, and after the demise of setting type on 
pieces of lead. Our production method means 
we have a collection of scissors, razor blades, 
pens, a waxer to glue stuff together, rolls of 
line tape, and huge piles of art we can cut up. 

Some of these hand-layout tools are now 
endangered — they are no longer being 


to do layout this way. 

So, we've decided to officially become 
antique collectors by asking everyone to send 
us their un-used hand-layout tools; particularly 
border tape, clip art books, waxers, zipatone 
film, rub-on letters or other cool hand-layout 
stuff we may not even know about yet. We 
want to build a living archive of these materials 
— to preserve tools as well as skills as we 
continue using them for their intended 
purpose. 


individualism and competition and frustrates 
people building community, cooperation and 
equality. 

When we use ancient tools to make 
Slingshot, these tools permit a more inclusive, 
cooperative and equal relationship between 
members of the collective since everyone has 
a more equal knowledge regarding the means 
of production. Everyone can cut stuff up and 
glue it back together — you learn this in grade 
school. 

As a bonus, we achieve a diversity of stylel 
within the paper, rather than the drabl 
standardization you see in a lot of publications 
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How you do something and the tools you 
use help shape your experience and your 
thinking while you’re using those particular 
tools. We think that our use of these old- 
fashioned publication methods is both a 
product of our political and counter-cultural 
thinking, which is skeptical of the de- 
humanizing effects of the high-tech ization of 
our lives, as well as helping us develop these 
ideas in the first place. 

Computers isolate people in front of their 
personal screen and divide them by rewarding 
ever-more division of labor and specialization 


computerized style of the corporate machine 
they are presumably opposing — how sad. 
These days more than ever, we are starved for 
forms of expression that haven’t been 
sterilized and computerized — that look like 
they were made by living human beings rather 
than machines. 

When we make Slingshot, each person in 
the collective usually does 1-3 pages, so the 
look of the paper changes from page to page. 
We do it all together in a chaotic room — sort 
of like a party with razor blades and scraps of 
paper. This environment is engaging and 


you a nara time, cnaiienge your laeas, teach 
you things and help you when you need help. 
They’ll give you a hug if you need one. 
Creating the paper becomes much more than 
a means to an end — it expresses a model for 
how we would like to reorganize the whole 
world. 

You always hear how the internet is turning 
everyone into the media and opening up new 
opportunities for community, creativity and 
access — and maybe that is true in some 
ways — but this isn’t the only side of the story. 
People are in “community” sitting alone looking 
at a screen. Their creativity is expressed in 
narrowly constrained technological forms of 
media expression. 

The mainstream society always seeks the 
newest technology and the most efficient tools. 
But you don’t have to use these gadgets just 
because they exist — newer and more efficient 
is not always better. It is crucial to ask how 
each technology, tool or method makes you 
feel and how it impacts your relationships with 
others and the earth. When you start asking 
these questions about every technology, you 
I start realizing how often new technology exists 
not to benefit the user, society or the earth, but 
' just to enable a corporation to sell stuff. 

The whole idea of efficiency is suspect — 
why do we always want to do everything 
faster? Maybe the joy of doing something slow 
and really engaging with it and experiencing 
the process is the essence of being alive — is 
the key to leading a meaningful life. 
Processes that are tough and complex can 
make you feel way more alive, competent and 
satisfied than stuff that seems easy because it 
has been pre-digested, computerized and 
managed for you by a corporation. And having 
everything easy can come with invisible 
environmental and social costs — using lots of 
oil, chemicals, transnational transportation and 
cheap labor from the third world. 

If you fly an airplane across the USA, you 
will not know the USA. If you walk, bike and 
hitch, you will have really traveled. Who wants 
to make love as fast as possible when you 
could spend a lazy morning at it? 

So in the spirit of slow lovin’, send us your 
clip art books and bordertape. Or better yet, 
figure out how to use them yourself and step 
back from computerizing every last bit of your 


UlCdC Ud/d — m; ami uu ii iiiuauy uy iiaiiu, 

using computers as little as we can. We 
physically cut, manipulate and glue back 
together pieces of paper to make a collage — 
text, artwork and headlines — that become 
each page of the paper. This is how 

publications were designed before computer 
layout, and after the demise of setting type on 
pieces of lead. Our production method means 
we have a collection of scissors, razor blades, 
pens, a waxer to glue stuff together, rolls of 
line tape, and huge piles of art we can cut up. 

Some of these hand-layout tools are now 
endangered — they are no longer being 


How you do something and the tools you 
use help shape your experience and your 
thinking while you’re using those particular 
tools. We think that our use of these old- 
fashioned publication methods is both a 
product of our political and counter-cultural 
thinking, which is skeptical of the de- 
humanizing effects of the high-tech ization of 
our lives, as well as helping us develop these 
ideas in the first place. 

Computers isolate people in front of their 
personal screen and divide them by rewarding 
ever-more division of labor and specialization 


computerized style of the corporate machine 
they are presumably opposing — how sad. 
These days more than ever, we are starved for 
forms of expression that haven’t been 
sterilized and computerized — that look like 
they were made by living human beings rather 
than machines. 

When we make Slingshot, each person in 
the collective usually does 1-3 pages, so the 
look of the paper changes from page to page. 
We do it all together in a chaotic room — sort 
of like a party with razor blades and scraps of 
paper. This environment is engaging and 


everything easy can come with invisible 
environmental and social costs — using lots of 
oil, chemicals, transnational transportation and 
cheap labor from the third world. 

If you fly an airplane across the USA, you 
viiill not know the USA. If you walk, bike and 
hitch, you will have really traveled. Who wants 
to make love as fast as possible when you 
could spend a lazy morning at it? 

So in the spirit of slow lovin’, send us your 
clip art books and bordertape. Or better yet, 
figure out how to use them yourself and step 
back from computerizing every last bit of your 
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food for the poor spills into a class insiirgenGy 


By Robert eggplant Eggplant 

Food Not Bombs has won, it is more 
commonly accepted than hated. Despite 
intense police repression, terrorist watch lists, 
and the stigma that is common fare towards 
homeless and the poor — most people who 
have heard of it think it is okay to feed people 
for free. It has a simple straightforward model 
that can be replicated all over the planet — 
and it has. 

Bay Area Food Not Bombs may be a model 
organization that other places can look to with 
envy. It's located in an intelligent and active 
urban environment that has a largely 
sympathetic population. It is close to excellent 
farms and food producers who donate plenty 
of eats. Long-running and consistent servings 
further solidify its place on the streets and in 
our hearts. 

Oakland Food Not Bombs now has one 
more day of hot meals cooked and dished out 
to folks. This is at 32™* & San Pablo Ave. and 
has been going strong for 6 months. Despite 
initial concerns that this would detract from 
getting help for the Berkeley People’s Park 
serving that happens at the same time, so far it 
hasn’t. There is also a food give away on 
Thursday mornings in Downtown Oakland, 
which initially had the difficulty of getting the 


large crowd not to push and shove for the food 
— behavior that our enemies mislabel as 
“Anarchy.” 

Also coming down the line for the East Bay 
chapter is a move to make the organization a 
stand-alone non-profit. For the past 16 years it 
has been under the umbrella of the Long Haul 
non-profit, which enables many places to 
legally donate to it. There is some reluctance 
from people who shun any paper work dictated 
by “THE MAN." Now it is time for the 
organization to stand on its own feet. This may 
be a good time too, because funding from a 
major source has just been hit by the hard 
times that everyone is talking about. The 
Berkeley Flea Market has made a cut in the 
monthly donations it gives that helps to pay for 
essentials such as bulk grains and beans. This 
does not rule out the traditional means of 
grassroots fundraising. There is talk of doing 
benefit shows and a self-published cookbook 
that has a focus on making meals for large 
numbers of people — as well as an angle of 
food security. But it is a small miracle of daily 
creating a way out of no way that testifies how 
money can’t replace people power. 

Then there is San Francisco Food Not 
Bombs. They have as an impressive long run 
of serving since January 1988 — which is after 
the whole thing started in 1980 in Boston. The 


30“’ Anniversary celebration will take place in 
Boston on the vi/eekend of May 23, but 
celebrations will happen in just about every city 
the organization operates out of — which is 
over a thousand cities. Now some people have 
set out to put together the San Francisco 
celebration of Soupstock. We must have food 
to live, and we must celebrate to mark the 
season change and to break from our work. 
Help is needed in planning the Anniversary. 
The thousands of details to be addressed are 
now being examined. Last year was poorly 
attended. But if people know ifs coming 
maybe more excitement will be generated. 
How much activity can you imagine? Stop by 
on Thursday nights at Station 40 (16“' and 
Mission St.) to informally talk about it. People 
gather at 5pm to cook for the night’s serving. 
For further info you can also call Diamond 
Dave at 41 5-240-0286. 

San Francisco faced the most brutal 
repression in the first few years of serving. The 
thinly veiled war against the poor did not 
convince the courts or the general public that 
food could not be given away for free. Nor has 
the FBI deterred the grassroots by claiming 
Food Not Bombs as a terrorist organization. 
We have something to learn from this. Even 
here in the city where the first Human Rights 


charter was signed, just as many human 
necessities are blatantly disregarded. Not that 
anarchists give a fart over the UN, but issues 
like shelter and peace have to be wrangled out 
of the hands of the lying-ass of government 
and brought back into our hands — as Food 
Not Bombs shows us with food distribution. 
Today is very dire with people living without 
shelter — wifoout homes. 2009 saw over 100 
deaths of homeless people in the state. of 
California alone. Unnecessary suffering while a 
large amount of houses and buildings remain 
vacant The most practical solution is to make 
squatting as common as giving out bread. 
Other problems facing our communities would 
be the need to have conflict resolution that isn’t 
administered by the police. Having a locally 
controlled alternative to Law Enforcement 
seems more necessary in view of the fact that 
the present structure has its roots in vigilantes 
organized by the ultra-rich. Police have not 
evolved much from terrorizing runaway slaves, 
and recently immigrated workers organizing 
themselves. These problems can be seriously 
looked at when the 30th Anniversary comes 
around with the conference and the dozen 
micro-gatherings that grow around the main 
event. And of course once we’re together the 
possibilities of our ideas and dreams can get 
collective help in actualizing them. 
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BOOK REPORT; When Cody’s Books 
closed in 2006, everyone rushed in to point 
fingers and make self-serving claims. The 
owners lamented about how no one reads 
anymore, the media bemoaned “the end of an 
era," and politicians blamed the homeless and 
demanded more cops on the beat. But no one 
did anything to save Cody’s or find something 
to fill the space. The building, located at the 
crossroads of Berkeley culture — and in some 

fi 

i 



ways symbolic of it— stood vacant for years. 
Enter Ken Sarachan, local mogul of schlock, 
who already owns half a dozen businesses on 
the Telegraph. Since he has likened my writing 
to the National Enquirer, I feel its safe to say 
that that he’s a fat jerk who has made his 
fortune marketing the worst aspects of hippie 
and college cultures. His evilness is legendary 
and oddly lovable, like a wound you can’t help 
but pick at. According to informed sources, he 
is a zit. A tenant had finally been found for the 
Cody’s building: Brainwash, the South of 
Market laundromat and live music venue— 
when Ken bought it out from under them. That 


Boulevard by the lake is good if not great, and 
open til 2:30. Further towards Fruitvale are the 
24-hour trucks, but those can be prohibitively 
far for those on foot or bike. 

FINANCIAL TIMES; Berkeley’s Wingnut 
Economy shows signs of recovery after 
November’s crash following the closing of 
Semifreddi’s Bakery. Dumpstered bread 
remains at a high premium, even the 
universally despised and inedible Ezekial 4;9. 
The day-old bagel is stable. Feet’s “Free 
Coffee" cards were somewhat devalued with 
the Caff6 Med issuing its own competing 
currency, but Feet’s “Any Drink" cards 
continue to be a hot commodity. Stale Luna 
Bars are still the Gold Standard, acceptable as 
currency anywhere in town or for three Clif 
Bars or six day-old bagels in trade. Fersistent 
rumors of a hidden, hoarded Aileen Street- 
area Food Not Bombs Luna Bar cache 
threaten to destabilize the vi/hole market and 
throw the exchange rate into chaos, but FNB 
spokespeople have sought to soothe public 
fears by issuing reports that the Luna Bars in 
question are ali Chocolate Feppermint Stick 
flavor anyway. 



community Hellarity Ensues, is the same, but 
with a hundred people and twenty dogs 
sharing a much smaller space. 

POST-COLONIAL CONFLICT; A man in a 
khaki uniform and pith helmet boarded the SF- 
bound BART, and soon an irate voice could be 
heard. “You think that’s funny, do you? You 
think its a joke? The Boers wore outfits like 
that when they beat my grandfather! People 
who looked like you forced my family into the 
mines!" It was a man from Kenya talking, and 
he was struggling to hold back his rage. The 
suburban passengers grumbled, shaking their 
heads. “One more crazy guy,” they said. “Even 
on the train, there’s always some homeless 
person who wants your money or your 
sympathy— I’m sick of it!” The man in the pith 
helmet appeared to be from Pleasanton, out 
for a drunken night on the town. He and his 
friends laughed at the Kenyan. “It’s 
Halloween," one patronizingly explained. “It’s 
just a costume, man.” Instead of taking the 
Kenyan seriously, everyone either ignored him 
or called him crazy, which made him 
understandably pissed. “That’s the same as 
wearing a Nazi uniform!” he yelled. “You’re a 
Nazi! Do you know anything about 

colonialism? Do you know anything about 
history?” 

THAT WAS TOO MUCH for the liberal 
passengers. Nazis are pure evil, as everyone 
knows, to which nothing else compares— not 
even colonialism, whatever that is. All at once, 
everyone started yelling. So I joined in. Too 
often I’d kept my mouth shut in public transit 
situations when someone was being 


was. Comparisons are never perfect, but his 
was close enough. So I stood up and yelled, 
not very eloquently, that Kenya had 
concentration camps too, in the 50s, with racist 
guards dressed exactly the same as the pith 
helmeted man. Of course, I may as well have 
been yelling about Bigfoot or Atlantis, so 
ridiculous was the idea of Kenyan 
concentration camps to the other BART 
Passengers. The people sitting near me 
fidgeted or just got up to move. Great, another 
crazy guy — who knows what he’ll do. 

THE KENYAN CAME and sat next to me. “I 
have to ask you a favor," he said. “Hold my 
hand." And so, as the train aimbled through 
the tunnel underneath the bay, the Kenyan 
and I held hands tightly as he tried to calm 
down and everyone else on the train looked on 
in terror. A woman behind us made an attempt 
at empathy. “Everyone has a story like that 
about their family,” she said. “You can’t let it 
get you down, or take it personally." Was she 
Asian-American, perhaps? Or from one of the 
tiny handful of Italian-American families who 
also got interned? No, she was as white as 
me. What family experience did she have that 
was “like" that? Her sympathy was as bad as 
the rest of the passengers’ ignorance. In fact, it 
was the same: a refusal to listen and 
understand that other people’s experiences 
shouldn’t be casually dismissed. When the 
Kenyan and I both got off at Powell, those 
seated near us breathed a huge sigh. That 
made me happy. For once, I wasn’t the only 
crazy guy. I was riled up, but not left feeling 
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ways symbolic of it— stood vacant for years. 
Enter Ken Sarachan, local mogul of schlock, 
who already owns half a dozen businesses on 
the Telegraph. Since he has likened my writing 
to the National Enquirer, I feel it's safe to say 
that that he's a fat jerk who has made his 
fortune marketing the worst aspects of hippie 
and college cultures. His evilness is legendary 
and oddly lovable, like a wound you can't help 
but pick at. According to informed sources, he 
is a zit. A tenant had finally been found for the 
Cody's building: Brainwash, the South of 
Market laundromat and live music venue— 
when Ken bought it out from under them. That 
was the surprise news of 2009, arriving 
unfortunately two days after last issue's 
deadline, thus depriving me of the scoop. 
Ken's first move was to evict the adjacent 
flower stand that had been there 35 years— but 
what would be next? Word on the street 
spread: the old Cody’s would soon be 
Rasputin’s Books, another link in Ken’s ever- 
expanding chain. Ace Backwards heard the 
news and knew that his days selling 
paperbacks on that comer were over. But Ken 
is as unpredictable as he is evil. “Why leave?" 
Ken asked him. “You should stay.” Ace took 
that as a sign and left anyway, heading to 
southern pastures. He will be missed. 

MORE BOOK NEWS: The millionaire man- 
boy from Connecticut who “rescued” Black 
Oak Books has found a new way to turn the 
once-proud business into a joke and a financial 
loss. Too cheap to pay the North Berkeley 
rent, he purchased a dilapidated nightclub in 
the no-man’s land of San Pablo Avenue and 
relocated the store there, reasoning that 
“plenty of parking” will lure bibliophiles right in. 
Veterans of 80s Hardcore fondly remember the 
building as the former location of seminal punk 
club Ruthie’s lnn!...On the 86’d list at Book 
Zoo: Fat Bob, Bird Sound Paul, Dmnk 
Ethiopian Guy, and One-eyed Rodriguez. Try 


the Caffe Med issuing its ovwi competing 
currency, but Peet’s “Any Drink” cards 
continue to be a hot commodity. Stale Luna 
Bars are still the Gold Standard, acceptable as 
currency anyvi/here in town or for three Clif 
Bars or six day-old bagels in trade. Persistent 
rumors of a hidden, hoarded Aileen Street- 
area Food Not Bombs Luna Bar cache 
threaten to destabilize the whole market and 
throw the exchange rate into chaos, but FNB 
spokespeople have sought to soothe public 
fears by issuing reports that the Luna Bars in 
question are all Chocolate Peppermint Stick 
flavor anyway. 



FRESH INK: The enthusiasm I’ve 

expressed for new local mags in this column 
seems to be the kiss of death. Both Asscactus 
and Coupons ceased publication right after my 
glowing reviews. Perhaps my praise was 
premature, since both rags had more 
personality than actual content. Diamonds in 
the rough, I looked forward to seeing them 
develop— to watch the mags and their editors 
grow up. Alas, the world of self-publishing isn’t 
for everyone. Evicted from their HQ in front of 
Peet’s, the Asscactus editors chose to pursue 
music instead. The Coupons crew succumbed 
to the traveling itch (and I don’t mean scabies, 
in this case). Luckily, several new mags and 
their editors have arrived to take their place. I’ll 
keep my descriptions short, lest I continue the 
curse and have no one to keep me company at 
Kinko’s and to commiserate with over 
deadlines. No Gods No Mattress, though 
barely a year old, already has seven issues 


suburban passengers grumbled, shaking their 
heads. “One more crazy guy,” they said. “Even 
on the train, there’s always some homeless 
person who wants your money or your 
sympathy— I'm sick of it!” The man in the pith 
helmet appeared to be from Pleasanton, out 
for a drunken night on the town. He and his 
friends laughed at the Kenyan. “It’s 
Halloween,” one patronizingly explained. “It’s 
just a costume, man.” Instead of taking the 
Kenyan seriously, everyone either ignored him 
or called him crazy, which made him 
understandably pissed. “That’s the same as 
wearing a Nazi uniform!” he yelled. “You’re a 
Nazi! Do you know anything about 

colonialism? Do you know anything about 
history?" 

THAT WAS TOO MUCH for the liberal 
passengers. Nazis are pure evil, as everyone 
knows, to which nothing else compares— not 
even colonialism, whatever that is. All at once, 
everyone started yelling. So I joined in. Too 
often I’d kept my mouth shut in public transit 
situations when someone was being 

threatened or sexually harassed. I always 
worried that by stepping in I would make the 
situation worse, but aftenvards I felt cowardly 
and wished that I had taken the chance. Now 
people were yelling at the Kenyan, saying he 
was an idiot and he didn’t know what a Nazi 


THE KENYAN CAME and sat next to me. i 
have to ask you a favor,” he said. “Hold my 
hand." And so, as the train rumbled through 
the tunnel underneath the bay, the Kenyan 
and I held hands tightly as he tried to calm 
down and everyone else on the train looked on 
in terror. A woman behind us made an attempt 
at empathy. “Everyone has a story like that 
about their family," she said. “You can’t let it 
get you down, or take it personally." Was she 
Asian-American, perhaps? Or from one of the 
tiny handful of Italian-American families who 
also got interned? No, she was as white as 
me. What family experience did she have that 
was “like" that? Her sympathy was as bad as 
the rest of the passengers’ ignorance. In fact, it 
was the same: a refusal to listen and 
understand that other people's experiences 
shouldn’t be casually dismissed. When the 
Kenyan and I both got off at Powell, those 
seated near us breathed a huge sigh. That 
made me happy. For once, I wasn’t the only 
crazy guy. I was riled up, but not left feeling 
isolated and alienated, like I so often do on the 
commuter train crossing the bay. 

Have a tip for the Foot? Tie it to a brick and 
throw it through the window of B of A. Write it 
on a grain of sand and leave it on the 
waterfront Give it a paint job and some 
overpriced pies and call itTemescal. 
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Ken’s first move was to evict the adjacent 
flower stand that had been there 35 years— but 
what would be next? Word on the street 
spread: the old Cody’s would soon be 
Rasputin’s Books, another link in Ken’s ever- 
expanding chain. Ace Backwards heard the 
news and knew that his days selling 
paperbacks on that comer were over. But Ken 
is as unpredictable as he is evil. “Why leave?” 
Ken asked him. “You should stay.” Ace took 
that as a sign and left anyway, heading to 
southern pastures. He will be missed. 

MORE BOOK NEWS: The millionaire man- 
boy from Connecticut who “rescued” Black 
Oak Books has found a new way to turn the 
once-proud business into a joke and a financial 
loss. Too cheap to pay the North Berkeley 
rent, he purchased a dilapidated nightclub in 
the no-man’s land of San Pablo Avenue and 
relocated the store there, reasoning that 
“plenty of parking” will lure bibliophiles right in. 
Veterans of 80s Hardcore fondly remember the 
building as the former location of seminal punk 
club Ruthie’s lnn!...On the 86’d list at Book 
Zoo: Fat Bob, Bird Sound Paul, Drunk 
Ethiopian Guy, and One-eyed Rodriguez. Try 
your luck at Black Oak instead. 

FOOTNOTES: The recent police crackdown 
of street kids in the Haight has sent many over 
to this side of the bay, making for a noticeable 
change. Telegraph feels surlier and seedier 
than usual. “Spare change for alcohol? Fuck 
you then!” That sums up the traditional 
American attitudes we’ve spent our lives trying 
to escape— or replace— yet it’s hard to make it 
from Durant to Dwight without hearing it at 
least once. Don’t get me wrong: I like loitering, 
don’t mind dmg dealing, and panhandling is a 
business like any other kind. But it’s bad 
enough to walk through frat row and get 
threats and catcalls— now it feels like fucking 
Fleet Week on Telegraph too. Berkeley should 
be a haven for everyone, yet we should be 
wary of predators and thugs who drain our 
energy and take advantage of the institutions 
we’ve helped to create and sustain... Latenight 
bites: The Burrito truck on International 
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and Coupons ceased publication right after my 
glowing reviews. Perhaps my praise was 
premature, since both rags had more 
personality than actual content. Diamonds in 
the rough, I looked forward to seeing them 
develop— to watch the mags and their editors 
grow up. Alas, the world of self-publishing isn’t 
for everyone. Evicted from their HQ in front of 
Peet’s, the Asscactus editors chose to pursue 
music instead. The Coupons crew succumbed 
to the traveling itch (and I don’t mean scabies, 
in this case). Luckily, several new mags and 
their editors have arrived to take their place. I’ll 
keep my descriptions short, lest I continue the 
curse and have no one to keep me company at 
Kinko’s and to commiserate with over 
deadlines. No Gods No Mattress, though 
barely a year old, already has seven issues 


and wished that I had taken the chance. Now 
people were yelling at the Kenyan, saying he 
was an idiot and he didn’t know what a Nazi 


on a grain of sand and leave it on the 
waterfront. Give it a paint job and some 
overpriced pies and call it Temescal. 

stem 


out. Editor Enola manages to be playfully 
whimsical and painstakingly honest at the 
same time, tackling difficult subjects as well as 
the mundane, all with an engaging, disarming 
grace. Later Daze is more music-oriented, but 
not impersonal in any way. The editor’s essay 
on his Polio in the latest issue is as 
heartwarming as it is heartbreaking. 

Medatrocity is all about the Med, Berkeley’s 
oldest and wisest cafe. A hundred people 
share the same room for years, yet each has 
their own story to tell, and each has a 
completely different perspective on the place. 
Hell Times, the house organ of dystopian 
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"0, if only man could understand the inner music of/»nat\ire, 
if only he had a sense for outward harmonies" 

By Compost -Novalis, 1799 


While scientists at our universities 
frantically try to crack the secrets of life in the 
service of financial profit, there is blindness to 
the crisis at hand. A crisis arguably created by 
the thoughtless embrace of advancing 
technology, leaving tom ecosystems, toxins, 
cancer and other new diseases, pollution, loss 
of topsoil, extinctions, climate change, and 
dying fish in its wake. Science, as it is 
practiced now, is not going to get us out of the 
fix it has gotten us into. 

We need a shift in our understanding of 
"nature". It is difficult to conceptualize and 
articulate what is missing from inside of the 
paradigm we inherited. It has something to do 
with relation, wholeness, spirit. We have lost 
part of the hoop of wisdom and it is hard to 
know what is still recoverable. 

It's not just that science needs to look at 
different things; we need a whole new 


free...running through tunnels of a nest of 
different plant branches collected and placed 
for decades by their ancestors? Can you hear 
them? Does their spirit talk to yours? What if 
you were both free and wild? What would you 
say to them? How about ants? Slow down and 
watch them communicate. What are they 
doing? How are we connected? How are we 
kin? How shall we live together? 

Wake up humans! What matters is the soil 
that grows the food and the health of the life in 
the soil. We got lost down the microscope, 
discovering the world of small and seeing — 
then manipulating — nature's building blocks. 
How miraculous. Nature has patterns but, 
tunneling to decipher the codes, we are lost; 
we forget where we are. We need to stand up 
from the microscope, stretch and reconnect, 
remember, reunite with the whole of which we 
are part and breathe. We need to notice the 


By PB Floyd 

The climate change protest in San 
Francisco on November 30, 2009 — a 
coordinated global protest prior to the 
Copenhagen UN Climate conference — was 
i more heartwarming than I had anticipated. It 
' was a little hard dragging myself out of my 
routine and to the protest, and at first the 
; : : chanting and signs felt forced and ritualized, 
s but in the end the action succeeded and I left 
- feeling energized. The climate crisis — rising 
’ greenhouse gas emissions, etc. — feel so 
ovenvhelming and disempowering. When 
you’re considering going to a protest like this, it 
seems utterly hopeless to believe that a few 
hundred people with signs in San Francisco 
could make any difference at all. Why waste 
time with the effort? 

But there is something mysterious about 
actually participating in activism vs. just 
thinking about it. On paper, trying to change 
really complex, massive structures seems 
I hopeless, but in practice, it feels one hell of a 
lot better to at least try something than to just 
give up. We marched down Market Street and 
to the Bank of America high-rise tower. My 
friend Kristi asked “why the B of A?" and it was 
a really good question. They are one 
corporation amongst thousands, all trying to 
maximize profits and willing to sacrifice the 
climate and the earth in the process. Like 
many others, they have lobbied against strong 
action on climate and for false solutions (clean 
coal, biofuels), and they invest in all kinds of 


actually getting out in the streets changed 
those of us who participated. Maybe that 
change in mood, outlook and spirit can be 
infectious, spreading to those we’re connected 
to, and gradually moving the spirit of the whole 
community from one of resignation and 
depression to the kind of courage, inspiration 
and hopefulness we need to turn things 
around. 


When I think back to my own life, I realize 
that virhat “normal” people consider success — 
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By Compost 

While scientists at our universities 
frantically try to crack the secrets of life in the 
service of financial profit, there is blindness to 
the crisis at hand. A crisis arguably created by 
the thoughtless embrace of advancing 
technology, leaving tom ecosystems, toxins, 
cancer and other new diseases, pollution, loss 
of topsoil, extinctions, climate change, and 
dying fish in its wake. Science, as it is 
practiced now, is not going to get us out of the 
fix it has gotten us into. 

We need a shift in our understanding of 
"nature". It is difficult to conceptualize and 
articulate what is missing from inside of the 
paradigm we inherited. It has something to do 
with relation, wholeness, spirit. We have lost 
part of the hoop of wisdom and it is hard to 
know what is still recoverable. 

It's not just that science needs to look at 
different things; we need a whole new 
approach to understanding our world. 
Scientists are the priests of the current religion 
of the world elite and have so narrowed their 
means of understanding that they are now 
missing the whole. It is not only that science is 


free...running through tunnels of a nest of 
different plant branches collected and placed 
for decades by their ancestors? Can you hear 
them? Does their spirit talk to yours? What If 
you were both free and wild? What would you 
say to them? How about ants? Slow down and 
watch them communicate. What are they 
doing? How are we connected? How are we 
kin? How shall we live together? 

Wake up humans! What matters is the soil 
that grows the food and the health of the life in 
the soil. We got lost down the microscope, 
discovering the world of small and seeing — 
then manipulating — nature's building blocks. 
How miraculous. Nature has patterns but, 
tunneling to decipher the codes, we are lost; 
we forget where we are. We need to stand up 
from the microscope, stretch and reconnect, 
remember, reunite with the whole of which we 
are part and breathe. We need to notice the 
beauty in nature, observe her rather than 
dissect her, court her with respect and 
patience. 

Science went awry, following the cold logic 
of Bacon and Descartes that saw nature as 
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currently under the employ of capitalism; it is 
that science has discovered how to manipulate 
parts of nature but is woefully ignorant of the 
depth of the Weaving of Life. This is the web of 
life unraveling. To understand it we need to 
know ourselves as part of this whole and 
embrace the mystery as integral. The science 
that believes itself to be objective and rational 
leaves out poetry, magic and beauty and 
cannot lead us to the reweaving we need to 
survive. 


separate and inanimate, as something to 
control. In a different history we might have 
followed Novalis and Goethe, who approached 
nature respectfully, enticing her as a lover, to 
reveal some of her mystery. Can we find a 
way to re-embrace nature as beloved kin? Can 
we unhitch from the track of logic that leads to 
our predictable demise? What would it look 
like, this wooing, courting of nature to work 
with her? 

It would look like free time to sit in nature, 
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but in the end the action succeeded and I left 
feeling energized. The climate crisis — rising 
greenhouse gas emissions, etc. — feel so 
overwhelming and disempowering. When 
you're considering going to a protest like this, it 
seems utterly hopeless to believe that a few 
hundred people with signs in San Francisco 
could make any difference at all. Why waste 
time with the effort? 

But there is something mysterious about 
actually participating in activism vs. just 
thinking about it. On paper, trying to change 
really complex, massive structures seems 
hopeless, but in practice, it feels one hell of a 
lot better to at least try something than to just 
give up. We marched down Market Street and 
to the Bank of America high-rise tower. My 
friend Kristi asked “why the B of A?" and it was 
a really good question. They are one 
corporation amongst thousands, all trying to 
maximize profits and willing to sacrifice the 
climate and the earth in the process. Like 
many others, they have lobbied against strong 
action on climate and for false solutions (clean 
coal, biofuels), and they invest in all kinds of 
disastrous activities. This are hardly unique. 

But when we got there, the real reason 
became obvious. It really helps to personalize 
the struggle, if only to a huge concrete office 
tower. We rushed and blockaded the doom 
and even though it was just another symbolic 
protest — requiring a paragraph to link to the 
actual issues, which themselves require 
several paragraphs to explain — the action 
made the underlying conflict easy to 
understand. Confused business men tried to 
get through the door, and the looks on their 
faces were priceless. You could see the clash 
of worldviews. Are money and status, routine 
and order our real goal in this life? Or do our 
lives connect to something much deeper, 
which ultimately relates to the health of the 
planet that made our lives possible in the first 
place? 

I've been to so many of these types of 
protests before — there is a certain routine 
and you can easily get jaded. But this time I 
didn't feel like that at all. To the contrary, my 
regular life of going to work etc. has been 
making me feel bored and stuck. This feeling 
of the streets — the riot cops, the community 
struggling together, the closeness of being with 
other people willing to stand up whether it 


around. 

When I think back to my own life, I realize 
that what “normal” people consider success — 
getting ahead in terms of status and acquiring 
a bunch of possessions — is really on a 



fundamental level failure. It’s a failure to 
realize what is important and put that 
realization into action by living for the things 
that actually matter, which aren't material 
things. Meaning is about experiences, 
relationships and having mental and emotional 
space to be aware of life going on around you. 
So many “successful” people forget to stop 
and notice their lives, and in the process they 
miss the whole thing. 

Since what “normal” people consider 
success is really failure, then for us to achieve 
success on a human level may mean that 
we’re considered failures on a social and 
economic level. All the stuff you’re supposed 
to do — achieve status, secure material 
comfort — you risk giving up if you take 
pursuing a meaningful life seriously. If you 
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currently under the employ of capitalism; it is 
that science has discovered how to manipulate 
parts of nature but is woefully ignorant of the 
depth of the Weaving of Life. This is the web of 
life unraveling. To understand it we need to 
know ourselves as part of this whole and 
embrace the mystery as integral. The science 
that believes it^lf to be objective and rational 
leaves out poetry, magic and beauty and 
cannot lead us to the reweaving we need to 
survive. 

Science has generally approached nature 
by capturing, manipulating, dissecting. Nature 
will not reveal her beauty and truth this way. 
How many hawks do you have to trap in your 
net and shackle before you understand the 
magnificence of their soar? How can we 
discover the wonders of nature by observing it 
in freedom? How must we be free ourselves 
to do so? 

My heart aches to know what is happening 
to the animals in laboratories. How have we 
come this far astray? Are experimenters 
trapped in the same way, deprived of natural 
light and air? Do rats heal with love? How are 
they different when they are living 


separate and inanimate, as something to 
control. In a different history we might have 
followed Novalis and Goethe, who approached 
nature respectfully, enticing her as a lover, to 
reveal some of her mystery. Can we find a 
way to re-embrace nature as beloved kin? Can 
we unhitch from the track of logic that leads to 
our predictable demise? What would it look 
like, this wooing, courting of nature to work 
with her? 

It would look like free time to sit in nature, 
still, listening, watching, smelling, feeling. 
Listen, listening, lightening the load. 
Observing, protecting, enhancing wild places, 
creating space for diverse species to thrive 
and adapt It would look like permaculture, 
living systems; like wild, diverse poly-cultures, 
and wetlands to revitalize water we have 
pooped in. Localized diverse agriculture, 
rooftop gardens, compost and bio- 
remediation. It would look like prayer and 
sacred respect honoring, participating in the 
cycles. It would look like simplifying, slowing 
and deep remembering. 

Open yourself to evolve with life on earth. 
Let birdsong in your heart. 


Science is today completely integrated into an extraordi- 
nary diversity of industrial plans, and its own autonomy seems 
almost inconceivable. 

How then can it ever recover its autonomy? It had never 
possessed it formerly except in certain individuals, who were 
persecuted for this fact, or at least suspected and placed under 
surveillance. 
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the struggle, if only to a huge concrete office 
tower. We rushed and blockaded the doors 
and even though it was just another symbolic 
protest — requiring a paragraph to link to the 
actual issues, which themselves require 
several paragraphs to explain — the action 
made the underlying conflict easy to 
understand. Ctonfused business men tried to 
get through the door, and the looks on their 
faces were priceless. You could see the clash 
of worldviews. Are money and status, routine 
and order our real goal in this life? Or do our 
lives connect to something much deeper, 
which ultimately relates to the health of the 
planet that made our lives possible in the first 
place? 

I’ve been to so many of these types of 
protests before — there is a certain routine 
and you can easily get jaded. But this time I 
didn’t feel like that at all. To the contrary, my 
regular life of going to work etc. has been 
making me feel bored and stuck. This feeling 
of the streets — the riot cops, the community 
struggling together, the closeness of being with 
other people willing to stand up whether it 
makes any damn difference or not — it felt 
strangely real, intense and sharp, as opposed 
to so much of normal life which feels like an 
illusion in slow motion. 

We very thoroughly although briefly shut 
down that building and brought joyful chaos to 
the corporate canyons. Dancing and color and 
silliness and live music made the grim 
seriousness and “adultness” of the 
businessmen and the police look absurd. And 
it was impressive how few people it took to 
create such a big disruption — business as 
usual in a dense, modem, industrialized 
system is fragile and already right on the edge 
of collapse into chaos, requiring just a tiny 
push. 

But I have no illusions. A tiny action like this 
alone can’t change the course of events. To 
do so will require a much broader popular 
uprising and a fundamental re-organization of 
the values and priorities that structure how 
things work. 

What I think we accomplished was perhaps 
a tiny step in that direction. While maybe the 
people in power didn’t hear our protest, 



fundamental level failure. It’s a failure to 
realize what is important and put that 
realization into action by living for the things 
that actually matter, which aren’t material 
things. Meaning is about experiences, 
relationships and having mental and emotional 
space to be aware of life going on around you. | 
So many “successful” people forget to stop | 
and notice their lives, and in the process they • 
miss the whole thing. ! 

Since what “normal” people consider j 
success is really failure, then for us to achieve j 

success on a human level may mean that ; 
we’re considered failures on a social and 
economic level. All the stuff you’re supposed 
to do — achieve status, secure material 
comfort — you risk giving up if you take 
pursuing a meaningful life seriously. If you 
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really go for it and put your heart into 
alternatives to this dying system, it means 
giving up the types of comfort it has to offer in 
favor of pleasures that are off the grid. 

One thing I noticed about the November 30 
protest was how small it was. The organizers | 1 
picked November 30 because it was the 10th * 
anniversary of the huge protests that shut 
down the World Trade Organization meeting in 
Seattle in 1999. I was in Seattle for the WTO 
protest and it was one of the hugest, most 
inspirational uprisings imaginable. “Normal” 
life was completely displaced by a massive 
demand for a future beyond more economic j 
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By PB Floyd 

The climate change protest in San 
Francisco on November 30, 2009 — a 
coordinated global protest prior to the 
Copenhagen UN Climate conference — was 
more heartwarming than I had anticipated. It 
• was a little hard dragging myself out of my 
■ routine and to the protest, and at first the 
: chanting and signs felt forced and ritualized, 
but in the end the action succeeded and I left 
feeling energized. The climate crisis — rising 
greenhouse gas emissions, etc. — feel so 
overwhelming and disempowering. When 
you’re considering going to a protest like this, it 
seems utterly hopeless to believe that a few 
hundred people with signs in San Francisco 
could make any difference at all. Why waste 
time with the effort? 

But there is something mysterious about 
actually participating in activism vs. just 
thinking about it. On paper, trying to change 
really complex, massive structures seems 
hopeless, but in practice, it feels one hell of a 
lot better to at least try something than to just 
give up. We marched down Market Street and 
to the Bank of America high-rise tower. My 
friend Kristi asked “why the B of A?” and it was 
a really good question. They are one 
corporation amongst thousands, all trying to 
maximize profits and willing to sacrifice the 
climate and the earth in the process. Like 
many others, they have lobbied against strong 
action on climate and for false solutions (clean 
coal, biofuels), and they invest in all kinds of 


actually getting out in the streets changed 
those of us who participated. Maybe that 
change in mood, outlook and spirit can be 
infectious, spreading to those we’re connected 
to, and gradually moving the spirit of the whole 
community from one of resignation and 
depression to the kind of courage, inspiration 
and hopefulness we need to turn things 
around. 

When I think back to my own life, I realize 
that what “normal” people consider success — 
getting ahead in terms of status and acquiring 
a bunch of possessions — is really on a 


growth. But N30 in 2009 didn’t carry on the 
spirit of Seattle. 

Looking around at the few dozen protesters 
dwarfed by the thousands of workers and 
shoppers in downtown San Francisco, my 
friend Sandi and I wondered why the climate 
crisis didn’t draw a bigger outpouring of 
concern. In fact, if the global climate 
significantly changes, dismpting all 
ecosystems on earth as well as all human 
societies which ultimately fundamentally 
depend on natural agricultural production, the 
climate crisis will make injustice related to 


-W. . I. llrHU 



Hopefully some smart radical psychology folks , 
are working on this right now ... 

Just two weeks after the November 30' 
protest, the UN Climate change talks in ' 
Copenhagen ended in failure. But even the 
most optimistic goals of the UN conference 
would probably have been a failure. The 
governments at Copenhagen — all tied to and 
representing economic and political elites — 
were pushing gradual, market-based, 
essentially business friendly solutions. 

Given the limited choice between 
deniaiism/inaction on one hand and gradual, 
modest, sensible, “adulf reform on the other, 
we’re still generally at a stage of denial and 
paralysis. 

It is still up to the people on the streets — 
the people who aren’t sensible, who aren’t tied 
into the realistic institutions of power, who 
aren’t burdened by success — to try to figure 
out a third way. This isn’t necessarily a new 
technology or a new political coalition or a new 
tactic or even a new set of values or ways of 
thinking — it may be so big as to be hard to 
recognize now when we’re in the middle of it. 
When people sort it out (or fail to do so) future 
historians will give it a name. 

We have to create these new ideas — this i 
transition — from scratch and put it on the 
table ourselves from outside the established 
channels. The structures of power and the 
status quo maintain their control by 
marginalizing any sense that people can define 
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roufine and to the protest, and at first the 
chanting and signs felt forced and ritualized, 
but in the end the action succeeded and I left 
feeling energized. The climate crisis — rising 
greenhouse gas emissions, etc. — feel so 
overwhelming and disempowering. When 
you're considering going to a protest like this, it 
seems utterly hopeless to believe that a few 
hundred people with signs in San Francisco 
could make any difference at all. Why waste 
time with the effort? 

But there is something mysterious about 
actually participating in activism vs. just 
thinking about it. On paper, trying to change 
really complex, massive structures seems 
hopeless, but in practice, it feels one hell of a 
lot better to at least try something than to just 
give up. We marched down Market Street and 
to the Bank of America high-rise tower. My 
friend Kristi asked “why the B of A?” and it was 
a really good question. They are one 
corporation amongst thousands, all trying to 
maximize profits and willing to sacrifice the 
climate and the earth in the process. Like 
many others, they have lobbied against strong 
action on climate and for false solutions (clean 
coal, biofuels), and they invest in all kinds of 
disastrous activities. This are hardly unique. 

But when we got there, the real reason 
became obvious. It really helps to personalize 
the struggle, if only to a huge concrete office 
tower. We rushed and blockaded the doors 
and even though it was just another symbolic 
protest — requiring a paragraph to link to the 
actual issues, which themselves require 
several paragraphs to explain — the action , 
made the underlying conflict easy to 
understand. Confused business men tried to 
get through the door, and the looks on their 
faces were priceless. You could see the clash 
of worldviews. Are money and status, routine 
and order our real goal in this life? Or do our 
lives connect to something much deeper, 
which ultimately relates to the health of the 
planet that made our lives possible in the first 
place? 

I’ve been to so many of these types of 
protests before — there is a certain routine 
and you can easily get jaded. But this time I 
didn’t feel like that at all. To the contrary, my 
regular life of going to virark etc. has been 
making me feel bored and stuck. This feeling 
of the streets — tho riot nnn<: thp mmmunifu 


from one or resignation and 


depression to the kind of courage, inspiration 
and hopefulness we need to turn things 
around. 

When I think back to my own life, I realize 
that what “normal” people consider success — 
getting ahead in terms of status and acquiring 
a bunch of possessions — is really on a 


crisis didn’t draw a bigger outpouring of 
concern. In fact, if the global climate 
significantly changes, disrupting all 
ecosystems on earth as well as all human 
societies which ultimately fundamentally 

depend on natural agricultural production, the 
climate crisis will make injustice related to 





fundamental level failure. It’s a failure to 
realize what is important and put that 
realization into action by living for the things 
that actually matter, which aren’t material 
things. Meaning is about experiences, 
relationships and having mental and emotional 
space to be aware of life going on around you. 
So many “successful” people forget to stop 
and notice their lives, and in the process they 
miss the whole thing. 

Since what “normal” people consider 
success is really failure, then for us to achieve 
success on a human level may mean that 
vire’re considered failures on a social and 
economic level. All the stuff you’re supposed 
to do — achieve status, secure material 


globalization and the WTO look like small 
potatoes. 

Something about the enormity of climate 
change is throwing people into a sense of 
defeat or denial — the problem is so 
overwhelming that we’re becoming paralyzed. 
Perhaps it’s because we’re all tied to climate 
change — we’re all responsible because 
there’s no way to exist in our society without 
constantly consuming fossil fuels. Do people 
feel that since they’re “unpure,” they can’t 
demand alternatives to fossil fuels? Are we 
unsure we’re ready for a fundamental 
transition which may up-end the privilege to 
which we’ve grown accustomed as members 
of rich, developed countries? 


would probably have been a failure. The 
governments at Copenhagen — all tied to and 
representing economic and political elites — 
were pushing gradual, market-based, 
essentially business friendly solutions. 

Given the limited choice between 
denialism/inaction on one hand and gradual, 
modest, sensible, “adulf reform on the other,’ 
we’re still generally at a stage of denial and 
paralysis. 

It is still up to the people on the streets — 
the people who aren’t sensible, who aren’t tied 
into the realistic institutions of power, who 
aren’t burdened by success — to try to figure 
out a third way. This isn’t necessarily a new 
technology or a new political coalition or a new 
tactic or even a new set of values or ways of 
thinking — it may be so big as to be hard to 
recognize now when we’re in the middle of it. 
When people sort it out (or fail to do so) future 
historians will give it a name. 

We have to create these new ideas — this 
transition — from scratch and put it on the 
table ourselves from outside the established 
channels. The structures of power and the 
status quo maintain their control by 
marginalizing any sense that people can define 
our own priorities and our own future. They 
like to pick the options — multiple choice, not 
essay. 

Direct action in the streets — getting off your 
computer and out of your living room and 
outside your comfortable peer group of friends 
— isn’t just a tactic or a tool to pressure the 
outside world. Direct action is most important 
because of what it teaches us and how it 
changes us. It nourishes us, gives us courage, 
gives us hope and helps us see that there are 
options beyond the “objective” and “realistic” 
ones we can see before we step over the line. 
Something about actually participating and 
doing — not just thinking or discussing — is 
key. It feels almost hopeless to write this 
because you really have to experience it 
yourself in your own life to know what I mean. 

And of course direct action isn’t the only way 
to acquire these insights. The direct action 
scene has its own pitfalls and limitations, and 
can devolve into its own isolated peer group. 

Everyone in this society — from us to the 
people who work for banks and industries — 
have a range of choices. We can all hf* hpin 


the struggle, if only to a huge concrete office 
tower. We rushed and blockaded the doors 
and even though it was just another symbolic 
protest — requiring a paragraph to link to the 
actual issues, which themselves require 
several paragraphs to explain — the action 
made the underlying conflict easy to 
understand. Confused business men tried to 
get through the door, and the looks on their 
faces were priceless. You could see the clash 
of worldviews. Are money and status, routine 
and order our real goal in this life? Or do our 
lives connect to something much deeper, 
which ultimately relates to the health of the 
planet that made our lives possible in the first 
place? 

I’ve been to so many of these types of 
protests before — there is a certain routine 
and you can easily get jaded. But this time I 
didn’t feel like that at all. To the contrary, my 
regular life of going to work etc. has been 
making me feel bored and stuck. This feeling 
of the streets — the riot cops, the community 
struggling together, the closeness of being with 
other people willing to stand up whether it 
makes any damn difference or not — it felt 
strangely real, intense and sharp, as opposed 
to so much of normal life which feels like an 
illusion in slow motion. 

We very thoroughly although briefly shut 
down that building and brought joyful chaos to 
the corporate canyons. Dancing and color and 
silliness and live music made the grim 
seriousness and “adultness” of the 
businessmen and the police look absurd. And 
it was impressive how few people it took to 
create such a big disnrption — business as 
usual in a dense, modem, industrialized 
system is fragile and already right on the edge 
of collapse into chaos, requiring just a tiny 
push. 

But I have no illusions. A tiny action like this 
alone can’t change the course of events. To 
do so will require a much broader popular 
uprising and a fundamental re-organization of 
the values and priorities that stmcture how 
things work. 

What I think we accomplished was perhaps 
a tiny step in that direction. While maybe the 
people in power didn’t hear our protest. 




fundamental level failure. It’s a failure to 
realize what is important and put that 
realization into action by living for the things 
that actually matter, which aren’t material 
things. Meaning is about experiences, 
relationships and having mental and emotional 
space to be aware of life going on around you. 
So many “successful” people forget to stop 
and notice their lives, and in the process they 
miss the whole thing. 

Since what “normal” people consider 
success is really failure, then for us to achieve 
success on a human level may mean that 
w/e’re considered failures on a social and 
economic level. All the stuff you’re supposed 
to do — achieve status, secure material 
comfort — you risk giving up if you take 
pursuing a meaningful life seriously. If you 


globalization and the WTO look like small 
potatoes. 

Something about the enormity of climate 
change is throwing people into a sense of 
defeat or denial — the problem is so 
overwhelming that we’re becoming paralyzed. 
Perhaps it’s because we’re all tied to climate 
change — we’re all responsible because 
there’s no way to exist in our society without 
constantly consuming fossil fuels. Do people 
feel that since they’re “unpure,” they can’t 
demand alternatives to fossil fuels? Are we 
unsure we’re ready for a fundamental 
transition which may up-end the privilege to 
which we’ve grown accustomed as members 
of rich, developed countries? 

Or perhaps we’re numb because climate 
change is a long-term problem and a gradual 
process. Psychologically, we’re better able to 


// 


cuajJ -to 


really go for it and put your heart into 
alternatives to this dying system, it means- 
giving up the types of comfort it has to offer in 
favor of pleasures that are off the grid. ^ 

One ^ing I noticed about the November 30 | 
protest was how small it was. The organizers 
picked November 30 because it was the 10th 
anniversary of the huge protests that shut 
down the World Trade Organization meeting in . 
Seattle in 1999. I was in Seattle for the WTO | ■ 
protest and it was one of the hugest, most>;j( 
inspirational uprisings imaginable. “Normal"' 
life was completely displaced by a massive 
demand for a future beyond more economic 


react to sudden and dramatic disasters like the 
earthquake in Haiti than to creeping 
catastrophes. Perhaps the very vastness of 
the danger itself makes effective action difficult 
— the human brain can understand a specific 
problem like a sick cat or a traffic accident, but 
tends to zone out when it tries to think about 
millions of species going extinct because of the 
millions tons of C02 people add to the 
atmosphere each day. Our minds haven’t 
evolved to really understand millions or billions 
or trillions. 

A better understanding of the psychology of 
climate change is desperately needed. 


Direct action in the streets — getting on your 
computer and out of your living room and 
outside your comfortable peer group of friends 
— isn’t just a tactic or a tool to pressure the 
outside world. Direct action is most important 
because of what it teaches us and how it 
changes us. It nourishes us, gives us courage, 
gives us hope and helps us see that there are 
options beyond the “objective” and “realistic” 
ones we can see before we step over the line. 
Something about actually participating and 
doing — not just thinking or discussing — is 
key. It feels almost hopeless to write this 
because you really have to experience it 
yourself in your own life to know what I mean. 

And of course direct action isn’t the only way 
to acquire these insights. The direct action 
scene has its own pitfalls and limitations, and 
can devolve into its own isolated peer group. 

Everyone in this society — from us to the 
people who work for banks and industries — 
have a range of choices. We can all be held 
accountable for looking at the climate and the 
future and changing, or figuring out how to try 
to maintain the status quo. 

After Copenhagen, it is unclear what the 
next step will be — not just to regular people, 
but to the people “in charge” who organized 
Copenhagen. The sense of inaction, paralysis, 
and denial are in themselves powerful — they 
hide building social, ecological and 
psychological pressure, like a huge spring 
winding up and getting tighter. The tighter you 
wind a spring, the more energy it stores up 
waiting for release. 

Trying to turn away or go about our 
business as if we can’t see what is happening 
isn’t a long-term solution. We all know that our 
planet is endangered and sagging under the 
weight of too much industry, too many 
emissions, and too many human beings 
always wanting more more more stuff. 

I’m looking forward to the next climate 
change protest. On a good day. I’m feeling 
less afraid and less discouraged. I’m hopeful 
that staying engaged with what’s really 
important and connected to other people with 
similar awareness will give us all the 
inspiration to create something different and 
sustainable. 
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id growth. But N30 in 2009 didn't carry on the 
at spirit of Seattle. 

e Looking around at the few dozen protesters 
d dwarfed by the thousands of workers and 

e shoppers in downtown San Francisco, my 

d friend Sandi and I wondered why the climate 

n crisis didn’t draw a bigger outpouring of 

s concern. In fact, if the globai climate 
significantiy changes, disrupting all 
e ecosystems on earth as well as all human 

societies which ultimately fundamentally 
3 depend on natural agricultural production, the 

a climate crisis will make injustice related to 


Hopefully some smart radical psychoiogy folks ! 
are working on this right now ... 

Just two weeks after the November 30 
protest, the UN Climate change talks in| 
Copenhagen ended in failure. But even the i 
most optimistic goals of the UN conference 
would probably have been a failure. The! 
governments at Copenhagen — all tied to and ! 
representing economic and political elites — ! 
were pushing gradual, market-based, 
essentially business friendly solutions. 

Given the iimited choice between 
denialism/inaction on one hand and gradual, 
modest, sensible, “adulf reform on the other, 
we’re still generally at a stage of denial and 
paralysis. 

It is still up to the people on the streets — 
the people who aren’t sensible, who aren’t tied 
into the realistic institutions of power, who 
aren’t burdened by success — to try to figure 
out a third way. This isn’t necessarily a new 
technology or a new political coalition or a new 
tactic or even a new set of values or ways of 
thinking — it may be so big as to be hard to 
recognize now when we’re in the middle of it. 
When people sort it out (or fail to do so) future 
historians will give it a name. 

We have to create these new ideas — this 
transition — from scratch and put it on the 
table ourselves from outside the established 
channels. The structures of power and the 
status quo maintain their control by 
marginalizing any sense that people can define , 
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concern. In fact, if the global climate 
significantly changes, disrupting all 
ecosystems on earth as well as all human 
societies which ultimately fundamentally 
depend on natural agricultural production, the 
climate crisis will make injustice related to 



globalization and the WTO look like small 
potatoes. 

Something about the enormity of climate 
change is throwing people into a sense of 
defeat or denial — the problem is so 
overwhelming that we're becoming paralyzed. 
Perhaps it’s because we’re all tied to climate 
change — we’re all responsible because 
there’s no way to exist in our society without 
constantly consuming fossil fuels. Do people 
feel that since they’re “unpure,” they can’t 
demand alternatives to fossil fuels? Are we 
unsure we’re ready for a fundamental 
transition which may up-end the privilege to 
which we’ve grown accustomed as members 
of rich, developed countries? 

Or perhaps we’re numb because climate 
change is a long-term problem and a gradual 


governments at uopennagen — an nea to ana 
representing economic and political elites — 
were pushing gradual, market-based, 
essentially business friendly solutions. 

Given the limited choice between 
denialism/inaction on one hand and gradual, 
modest, sensible, “adulf reform on the other, 
we’re still generally at a stage of denial and 
paralysis. 

It is still up to the people on the streets — 
the people who aren’t sensible, who aren’t tied 
into the realistic institutions of power, who 
aren’t burdened by success — to try to figure 
out a third way. This isn’t necessarily a new 
technology or a new political coalition or a new 
tactic or even a new set of values or ways of 
thinking — it may be so big as to be hard to 
recognize now when we’re in the middle of it. 
When people sort it out (or fail to do so) future 
historians will give it a name. j 

We have to create these new ideas — this j 
transition — from scratch and put it on the ] 
table ourselves from outside the established 
channels. The structures of power and the 
status quo maintain their control by 
marginalizing any sense that people can define 
our own priorities and our own future. They 
like to pick the options — multiple choice, not 
essay. 

Direct action in the streets — getting off your 
computer and out of your living room and 
outside your comfortable peer group of friends 
— isn’t just a tactic or a tool to pressure the 
outside world. Direct action is most important 
because of what it teaches us and how it 
changes us. It nourishes us, gives us courage, 
gives us hope and helps us see that there are 
options beyond the “objective” and “realistic" 
ones we can see before we step over the line. 
Something about actually participating and 
doing — not just thinking or discussing — is 
key. It feels almost hopeless to write this 
because you really have to experience it 
yourself in your own life to know what I mean. 

And of course direct action isn’t the only way 
to acquire these insights. The direct action 
scene has its own pitfalls and limitations, and 
can devolve into its ovm isolated peer group. 

Everyone in this society — from us to the 
people who work for banks and industries — 
have a range of choices. We can all be held 
accountable for looking at the climate and the 
future and changing, or figuring out how to try 
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globalization and the WTO look like small 
potatoes. 

Something about the enormity of climate 
change is throwing people into a sense of 
defeat or denial — the problem is so 
overwhelming that we’re becoming paralyzed. 
Perhaps it's because we’re all tied to climate 
change — we’re all responsible because 
there’s no way to exist in our society without 
constantly consuming fossil fuels. Do people 
feel that since they’re “unpure,” they can’t 
demand alternatives to fossil fuels? Are we 
unsure we’re ready for a fundamental 
transition which may up-end the privilege to 
which we’ve grown accustomed as members 
of rich, developed countries? 

Or perhaps we’re numb because climate 
change is a long-term problem and a gradual 
process. Psychologically, we’re better able to 
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react to sudden and dramatic disasters like the 
! earthquake in Haiti than to creeping 
catastrophes. Perhaps the very vastness of 
the danger itself makes effective action difficult 
— the human brain can understand a specific 
problem like a sick cat or a traffic accident, but 
tends to zone out when it tries to think about 
millions of species going extinct because of the 
millions tons of C02 people add to the 
atmosphere each day. Our minds haven’t 
evolved to really understand millions or billions 
or trillions. 

A better understanding of the psychology of 
climate change is desperately needed. 


Direct action in the streets — getting off your 
computer and out of your living room and 
outside your comfortable peer group of friends 
— isn’t just a tactic or a tool to pressure the 
outside world. Direct action is most important 
because of what it teaches us and how it 
changes us. It nourishes us, gives us courage, 
gives us hope and helps us see that there are 
options beyond the “objective” and “realistic" 
ones we can see before we step over the line. 
Something about actually participating and 
doing — not just thinking or discussing — is 
key. It feels almost hopeless to write this 
because you really have to experience it 
yourself in your own life to know what I mean. 

And of course direct action isn’t the only way 
to acquire these insights. The direct action 
scene has its own pitfalls and limitations, and 
can devolve into its own isolated peer group. 

Everyone in this society — from us to the 
people who work for banks and industries - 
have a range of choices. We can all be held 
accountable for looking at the climate and the 
future and changing, or figuring out how to try 
to maintain the status quo. 

After Copenhagen, it is unclear what the 
next step wrill be — not just to regular people, 
but to the people “in charge” who organized 
Copenhagen. The sense of inaction, paralysis, 
and denial are in themselves powerful — they 
hide building social, ecological and 
psychological pressure, like a huge spring 
winding up and getting tighter. The tighter you 
wind a spring, the more energy it stores up 
waiting for release. 

Trying to turn away or go about our 
business as if we can’t see what is happening 
isn’t a long-term solution. We all know that our 
planet is endangered and sagging under the 
weight of too much industry, too many 
emissions, and too many human beings 
always wanting more more more stuff. 

I’m looking forward to the next climate 
change protest. On a good day. I’m feeling 
less afraid and less discouraged. I’m hopeful 
that staying engaged with what’s really 
important and connected to other people with 
similar awareness will give us all the 
inspiration to create something different and 
sustainable. 
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■ By Isma’il Abdul Rahman 
I- Accounts of torture, lack of medical care, 
^deprivation of sleep and food, and 
unsanitary living conditions at Guantanamo 
Bay have ignited international demands to 
close the prison. Organizations like Amnesty 
International and the American Civil 
Liberties Union have labeled Guantanamo 
Bay, “an experiment to see how far a human 
can be dehumanized before completely 
losing their sanity”. Reports of violent abuse 
(e.g. water-boarding, prolonged standing 
and isolation, no human-to-human contact, 
exposure to extreme heat and cold 
temperatures, starvation, physical attacks 
from prison guards, sexual humiliation, 
exposure to urine and feces, etc.) abound. 
Also, it created a sense of unease amongst 
many American citizens and government 
officials. 

In fact, the Human Rights violations at 
Guantanamo are so extensive, that this 
subject became a key issue in the recent 
U.S. Presidential race. Within hours of 
taking office, Obama signed an executive 
order to close Guantanamo Bay. 

Now that the International Human Rights 
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weeks later, a medical examiner 
Cox’s death as a homicide, but over two 
years later, no one has been prosecuted. 

We can even examine the cases of 
Donald Grizzele and Roger Williams. Both 
were housed on the Supermax Control Unit 
in Tennessee Colony, Texas. After being 
confined in sub-standard living conditions 
that trigger psychosis (e.g. prolonged 
isolation, insufficient food, exposure to 
extreme heat and cold temperatures, no 

human-to-human contact, verbal assaults by 
gaurds, etc.). Mr. Grizzele and Mr. Williams 
were denied medical and psychiatric 
assistance, despite the blatant signs of 
experiencing mental health problems. 
Ultimately, their conditions compelled Mr. 
Grizzele (05-08-07) and Mr. Williams (01- 
08-08) to commit suicide. 

Even before one is ushered to a 
premature death by the torturous conditions 
in Texas Prisons, the prison officials 
obstruct prisoners’ mail to prevent any real 
public awareness of the torture they are 
subject to. Currently, at the Lane Murray 
Unit, a women’s prison in Gatesville, Texas, 
Dr. Catherine Marston, wrtio is incarcerated 
there, reported that prison officials are 
destroying personal mail. Dr. Marston and 



causing sleep deprivation and countless 
other psychologically crippling conditions. 

The entire prison that I’m currently held 
in, in Tennessee Colony, Texas, was 
completely shut down and quarantined for 
12 days, due to an unknown airborne virus 

that sickened a huge number of prisoners 
For years, prisoners here have implored the 
administration to correct the massive 
unsanitary and deplorable living conditions 
that have fostered the spread of staph 
infections, scabies, shingles, flu, stomach 

viruses and other skin rashes, but it was not 
until the prison guards fell ill from this recent 
unknown virus that the prison administration 
decided to act, and quarantine the unit. The 
medical department never issued any 
educational material to make prisoners 
aware of the nature of this unknown virus or 
how to prevent them from becoming 
infected, nor did they infonn the prisoners 
about early symptoms of this vims, making it 
impossible for prisoners to seek medical 
assistance, until the vims becomes so 
evident, and leaves you in a terrible and 
unhealthy state. The backlog in the medical 
department causes prisoners to go 6-7 days 
before being treated for the thriving vims. 
Prisoners are not issued any cleaning 
supplies to clean their living areas. 
Trashcans are being utilized to transport 
food to serve to prisoners. The kitchen is 
infested with roaches and rodents. The 



International Human Rights community. The 
Grievance Program and the Office of the 
Ombudsman are established to protect 
Texas prisons and their oppressive policies. 
Combine these violations, with the Human 
Rights violations that are carried out on the 




recreation yards are covered with bird feces. 
The showers are never sanitized. Mentally ill 


Texas Death Row with the legalized 
murders, the International Human Rights 
community should scoff at Texas prisons, 
like they scoffed at the prison in 
Guantanamo Bay, and demand that 
someone, even President Obama, step in 
and comect these Human Rights violations, 
even if it comes at the cost of closing the 
entire prison system inside the state of 
Texas. We can no longer sit pat and expect 
those in charge here in Texas to police 
themselves, when it’s clear they have little to 
no regard for humanity. 

Like Guantanamo prisoners, inmates in 
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subject became a Key issue in me recent 
U.S. Presidential race. Within hours of 
taking office, Obama signed an executive 
order to close Guantanamo Bay. 

Now that the International Human Rights 
I community has succeeded in producing 
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prematurs death by the torturous conditions 
in Texas Prisons, the prison officials 
obstruct prisoners' mail to prevent any real 
public awareness of the torture they are 
subject to. Currently, at the Lane Murray 
Unit, a women’s prison in Gatesville, Texas, 
Dr. Catherine Marston, \«ho is incarcerated 
there, reported that prison officials are 
destroying personal mail. Dr. Marston and 


Awareness of these Human Rights violations 
at Guantanamo Bay, and President Obama 
has shown the willingness to address such 
individually destructive prisons, I must now 
ask; What about Texas??? 

Unlike the prisoners virho are eventually 
freed from Guantanamo, and able to offer 
their accounts of the physical abuse they 
suffered there, most Texas prisoners are not 
as fortunate. Consider the story of Larry 
Lovis Cox, who was an inmate at a 
Supermax Control Unit in Huntsville, Texas. 
Mr. Cox was involved in a physical assault 

with numerous Texas guards, while in hand 
restraints, Mr. Cox was slammed to the 
concrete and tossed into his cell, where he 
laid for two full days in his own feces and 
urine, screaming in pain for medical 
attention. Mr. Cox was eventually taken to a 
local hospital where it was discovered that 
Mr. Cox suffered two broken vertebrae. Just 
13 days after the assault by prison gaurds, 
Mr. Cox died on February 6, 2007. Two 
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other prisoners are attempting to inform the 
general public and their loved ones about an I 
unjust indefinite lockdown that has them 

confined to their cells 24 hours a day. They 
are being fed disgusting and inedible sack 
lunches that lack wholesome and nutritious 
ingredients. Dr. Marston reports that the 
prisoners are not being allowed showering 
opportunities, forcing women to go as long 
as an entire week without showering. The 
prison guards are sexually and verbally 
harassing them at all hours of the night. 
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aware of the nature of this unknown virus or 
how to prevent them from becoming 
infected, nor did they inform the prisoners 
about early symptoms of this virus, making it 
impossible for prisoners to seek medical 
assistance, until the viais becomes so 
evident, and leaves you in a terrible and 
unhealthy state. The backlog in the medical 
department causes prisoners to go 6-7 days 
.before being treated for the thriving virus. 
Prisoners are not issued any cleaning 
supplies to clean their living areas. 
Trashcans are being utilized to transport 
food to serve to prisoners. The kitchen is 
infested with roaches and rodents. The 

1f> recreation yards are covered with bird feces. 
'I The showers are never sanitized. Mentally ill 
‘ V prisoners are allowed to remain in cells filled 
with feces and urine. 

These Human Rights violations are open 
. and rampant all over Texas prison system. 
I Terrence Hazel, a prisoner at the Eastham 
Unit in Lovelady, Texas, currently has a Civil 
Rights lawsuit pending in the United States 
Districts Court for the Eastern District of 
Texas, challenging many of these inhumane 
conditions. The prison Grievance Program 
and the Office of the Ombudsman, are 
useless in addressing these violations, so 
Iwe have to call upon the support of the 
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Texas prisons and their oppressive policies. 
Combine these violations, with the Human 
Rights violations that are carried out on the 

Texas Death Row with the legalized 
murders, the International Human Rights 
community should scoff at Texas prisons, 
like they scoffed at the prison in 
Guantanamo Bay, and demand that 
someone, even President Obama, step in 
and correct these Human Rights violations, 
even if it comes at the cost of closing the 
entire prison system inside the state of 
Texas. We can no longer sit pat and expect 
those in charge here in Texas to police 
themselves, when it’s clear they have little to 
no regard for humanity. 

Like Guantanamo prisoners, inmates in 
Texas are being tortured on a daily basis, 
denied medical care, forced to live in 
unsanitary and deplorable living conditions 
and ushered into premature and senseless 
death. For sheer cruelty, the conditions in 
Texas exceed Guantanamo’s; they could be 
better identified with the Gulags of North 

Korea and Russia, perhaps even Hitler’s 
Oranienberg. Let’s protest these Human 
Rights violations, through protesting Texas 
prisons!!!! 

You can write to the author of this article; 

Isma’il Abdul Rahman 

TDCJ-CID#881193 

Robertson Unit 

12071 FM3522 

Abilene, Texas 79601 (USA) 

www.justiceforjeremy.net 
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at Guantanamo Bay, and President Obama 
has shown the willingness to address such 
individually destructive prisons, I must now 
ask: What about Texas??? 

Unlike the prisoners who are eventually 
freed from Guantanamo, and able to offer 
their accounts of the physical abuse they 
suffered there, most Texas prisoners are not 
as fortunate. Consider the story of Larry 
Lovis Cox, who was an inmate at a 
Supermax Control Unit in Huntsville, Texas. 
Mr. Cox was involved in a physical assault 

with numerous Texas guards, while in hand 
restraints, Mr. Cox was slammed to the 
concrete and tossed into his cell, where he 
laid for two full days in his own feces and 
urine, screaming in pain for medical 
attention. Mr. Cox was eventually taken to a 
local hospital where it was discovered that 
Mr. Cox suffered two broken vertebrae. Just 
13 days after the assault by prison gaurds, 
Mr. Cox died on February 6, 2007. Two 





By Hackbloc.Org 

On September 24“', 2009 Elliott Madison 
and Michael Wallschlager were arrested in a 
motel room during the G20 Protests in 
Pittsburgh. Their crime was allegedly listening 
to police over radio scanners and sending this 
information out over Twitter, a popular 
microblogging site. 

Most would think the harassment would end 
there, but a week later police served a warrant 
to raid Madison's house, in NYC, and seized 
all kinds of items such as mercury and pictures 
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Unit in Lovelady, Texas, currently has a Civil 
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Districts Court for the Eastern District of 
I Texas, challenging many of these inhumane 
conditions. The prison Grievance Program 
and the Office of the Ombudsman, are 
useless in addressing these violations, so 
Iwe have to call upon the support of the 
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Rights violations, through protesting Texas 
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other prisoners are attempting to inform the 
general public and their loved ones about an p 
unjust indefinite lockdown that has them “ 

confined to their cells 24 hours a day. They 
are being fed disgusting and inedible sack 
lunches that lack wholesome and nutritious 
ingredients. Dr. Marston reports that the 
prisoners are not being allowed showering 
opportunities, forcing women to go as long 
as an entire week without showering. The 
prison guards are sexually and verbally 
harassing them at all hours of the night. 
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of Karl Marx and V.l. Lenin. Both Madison and 
Wallschlager's charges have been dropped 
from their arrests in Pittsburgh, but Madison is 
I facing a grand jury investigation aided by the 
raid on his residence. 

This current round of police state repression 
follows a growing use of technology in protest 
III situations. A month before the G20 protests, 
Iran was seeing its largest uprisings in years. 
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u^tang Its site (which would take it offline) so| 
that the people of Iran would be able to use it. 

It is very clear that the government and 
Twitter are willing to work against activists at 
home but with them when it meets their 
Interest. No surprise there, but the issue of/ 
using popular websites for social organizing is!^ 

J a large one. The rise of new media has| 
allowed the anarchist movement in the United) 
States to reach whole new crowds with their(i 
aiucu uy oiica iir.c i wiiKi aiiu luuiuuc. m w message and keep people out of harm’s Way. ' 
regards to the Iranian protests, the US State s I ijTwitter was also used during the 2008 RNC 
Department asked Twitter to hold off on l^protests. Sites like Facebook and Twitter offer( 


I a good way to connect with fellow radicals at a 
I severe price. We must all remember that these 
I corporations work hand in glove with the state. 
; Using their services gives away our autonomy. 

This fact needs to be considered when using 
these sites to organize. 

Groups in the anarchist movement have 
already taken steps to increase security for 
activists such as hackbloc.org and riseup.net, 
who seek to create non-corporate tools 
anarchists can use. In the last few years, the 
Riseup Collective has launched we.riseup.net 
which is a Facebook-like social networking site 






By Everglades Earth First! 

Our friend and fellow activist Stevie Lynn 
Lowe has been given an excessively harsh jail 
sentence in Martin County, FL after battling the 
Energy Empire out here in the swamps. 

Stevie, along with seventeen other Earth 
First! activists, was arrested in January of this 
year for locking herself to a tree within one of 
Florida's last remaining old-growth swamps, 
the Barley Barber. On that day, Stevie Lowe 
waded through alligator territory, climbed a 
swamp maple in the heart of the swamp and 
took her stand to take back the forest from 
Florida Power & Light (FPL). Now she is 
wading through the more murky and 
inhospitable bile of the legal system. 

The Barley Barber swamp is composed of 
thousand year old cypress trees which FPL 
has "owned" since the 1970's. The areas they 
haven't flooded, drained, or clear-cut are a wild 
and rich swamp habitat. It is a primordial 
remnant of what was once a vast cypress 
forest. The old growth bald cypress trees are 
comparable to the sequoias of the northwest 
Several are over a thousand years old, and 
one has a circumference of more than 33 feet 
It hosts prehistoric ferns, and a large array of 
animals such as otters, bobcats and bald 
eagles. Florida Panthers have also been 
spotted in the area. 






With help from the scientific community, 
Everglades Earth First! found that the 3705 
megawatt Martin Plant (currently the largest 
fossil fuel power plant in the United States) 
had withdrawn so much water from the aquifer 
below the swamp that the soil was being 
sucked below the root systems of the trees; 
this is known as soil subsidence and hydro- 
period disruption. Everglades Earth First* 
(EEF) tried for over a year to get Florida Power 
and Light (FPL) to give a guided tour of the 
swamp and/or to allow us to bring an 
independent biologist to Barley Barber. This 
would allow public scrutiny and more 
transparency in terms of what their power plant 


is doing to the swamp and to the drinking 
I water sources of the adjacent community of 
Martin County, FL. The energy corporation 
(FPL) has had rights to the swamp since the 
70's and the underlying threat is that they are 
using the swamp and the community's drinking 
water sources to cool their power plant 
equipment 

Stevie and our friends were trying to bring 
attention to these issues and our urgency is 
based on the fact that FPL is killing this swamp 
and polluting this community. She was the only 
one among those arrested to take this case to 
trial. Nine arrestees saw their charges 
dropped. Several pled ouL getting less than 20 
days for the assumption of guilt for both 
charges: trespassing and resisting arrest 
virithout violence. On July 23rd Stevie was 
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found innocent of trespassing by the jury (the 
state prosecution failed to prove ttiat this 
swamp even belongs to FPL a claim which 
EEF! has always disputed) but was found 
guilty of resisting arrest without violence. Even 
though she was found innocent of the charge 
for which she was originally arrested and even 
though "resisting arrest without violence" is a 
petty misdemeanor, the judge made an 
example of Stevie with an excessive sentence. 
Considering that some folks got as few as 2 
days in jail for pleading ouL we consider 
Stevie's 90 day sentence also to be a 
punishment for her having used her 
constitutional right to hold a trial. We quickly 
raised and borrowed the ten grand necessary 
for her release pending her appeal but now 
must raise funds to pay that back and to fund 
her legal defense. The struggle towards 
preservation of wildlife is a difficult task to 
undertake. Support is always appreciated 
whether it is chained to the trees or in the 
courts. To get involved or to donate to our 


legal support fund 
www.evergladesearthfirstorg 


visit 
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Flonda's last remaining old-growth swamps, 
the Barley Barber. On that day, Stevie Lowe 
waded through alligator territory, climbed a 
swamp maple in the heart of the swamp and 
took her stand to take back the forest from 
Florida Power & Light (FPL). Now she is 
wading through the more murky and 
inhospitable bile of the legal system. 

The Barley Barber swamp is composed of 
thousand year old cypress trees which FPL 
has "owned" since the 1970's. The areas they 
haven't flooded, drained, or clear-cut are a wild 
and rich swamp habitat. It is a primordial 
remnant of what was once a vast cypress 
forest. The old growth bald cypress trees are 
comparable to the sequoias of the northwest. 
Several are over a thousand years old, and 
one has a circumference of more than 33 feet. 
It hosts prehistoric ferns, and a iarge array of 
animals such as otters, bobcats and bald 
eagles. Florida Panthers have also been 
spotted in the area. 



With help from the scientific community, 
Everglades Earth First! found that the 3705 
megawatt Martin Plant (currently the largest 
fossil fuel power plant in the United States) 
had withdrawn so much water from the aquifer 
below the swamp that the soil was being 
sucked below the root systems of the trees; 
this is known as soil subsidence and hydro- 
period disruption. Everglades Earth First! 
(EEF) tried for over a year to get Florida Power 
and Light (FPL) to give a guided tour of the 
swamp and/or to allow us to bring an 
independent biologist to Barley Barber. This 
would allow public scrutiny and more 
transparency in terms of what their power plant 


attention to these issues and our urgency is 
based on the fact that FPL is killing this swamp 
and polluting this community. She was the only 
one among those arrested to take this case to 
trial. Nine amestees saw their charges 
dropped. Several pled out, getting less than 20 
days for the assumption of guilt for both 
charges: trespassing and resisting arrest 
virithout violence. On July 23rd Stevie was 


for her release pending her appeal but now 
must raise funds to pay that back and to fund 
her legal defense. The struggle towards 
preservation of wiidlife is a difficult task to 
undertake. Support is always appreciated 
whether it is chained to the trees or in the 
courts. To get involved or to donate to our 
legal support fund visit 
www.evergladesearthfirst.org 
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By Denver Got Yo’ Back 

An anarchist from the United States, now 
based in Copenhagen, is facing serious 
charges following the COP15 Climate Summit. 
Supporters of Noah “Rockslide” are calling for 
Solidarity in the face of state repression. 

On December 11th, as part of a coordinated 
campaign of repression and intimidation by 
Danish police, Noah was arrested while biking 
down the street by himself, far away from the 
anti-corporate actions pianned for the day. It is 
clear that Copenhagen police targeted him for 
arrest due to his alleged involvement in 
organizing the counter-mobilization against the 
COP15. 


While world powers met inside the Bella 
Center in Copenhagen to pretend to address 
the issue of climate change, thousands of 
international anti-capitalist and radical climate 
justice activists converged in Copenhagen to 
challenge the legitimacy of the COP process 



and show that capitalism will only worsen the 
climate crisis. The COP15 was a point of pride 
for the Danish government and they granted 
the police sweeping powers to repress anyone 
who would try to rain on their parade. 

After being amested, Noah was put in jail for 
25 days to “prevent recurring alleged crimes 
and influence of an ongoing investigation”. 
After four days spent in solitary confinement 
he spent twenty-one days isolated in a small 
jail 40 kilometers outside of Copenhagen, cut 
off from other political prisoners and the 
outside world. He was allowed almost no 
access to incoming or outgoing 
communication, and was not allowed to make 
phone calls. The police held letters to him from 


a police officer, disturbance of the public order 
and wearing a mask. Two of these are the 
Danish equivalent of felony charges. The 

nature of his case and the charges against him 
are remarkably similar to the RNC8 conspiracy 
charges, in which organizers are charged with 
actions they never committed but which they 
allegedly planned logistical support for. 
Unfortunately, in the Danish legal system, guilt 
does not have to be proven beyond a 
reasonable doubt. 

Noah started to cut his chops in the Earth 
First! movement in the woods of Cascadia 
around the mid-OO's, and has been involved in 
anarchist and radical environmental organizing 
on and off ever since. Most recently, Noah 
organized against the Democratic National 


Convention in Denver in 2008. Noah has also 
been involved with Denver Food Not Bombs 
and helped found the High Country Earth First* 
network in the Rocky Mountains region in 
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residency remain in custody at this time, facing 
rioting charges. Noah’s trial, along with co- 
defendant Natasha Vecro from Australia, will 
begin March 16, and they face about a year in 
prison, upwards of $15,000 in fines, and 
deportation if convicted. Noah is being 
represented by a lawyer well known for 
defending radicals and activists in 
Copenhagen. 

Noah lives in one of the only squats still 
left in Copenhagen from the squatter's 
movement of the 1980's. Since his release 
from jail, he has been spending his free time 
working on the house, working the door at 
punk shows and organizing eco-anarchist 
resistance to the climate crisis. 

Denver Got Yo' Back is a project to extend 
solidarity to all Denver anarchists currently 
facing felony charges or their repercussions. 
To support Noah's legal defense, donations 
can be made via Paypal at 
denverabc.wordpress.com. Checks and 
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By Denver Got Yo’ Back 

An anarchist from the United States, now 
based in Copenhagen, is facing serious 
charges following the COP15 Climate Summit. 
Supporters of Noah “Rockslide” are calling for 
Solidarity in the face of state repression. 

On December 11th, as part of a coordinated 
campaign of repression and intimidation by 
Danish police, Noah was arrested while biking 
down the street by himself, far away from the 
anti-corporate actions planned for the day. It is 
clear that Copenhagen police targeted him for 
arrest due to his alleged involvement in 
organizing the counter-mobilization against the 
COP15. 




While world powers met inside the Bella 
Center in Copenhagen to pretend to address 
the issue of climate change, thousands of 
international anti-capitalist and radical climate 
justice activists converged in Copenhagen to 
challenge the legitimacy of the COP process 

and show that capitalism will only worsen the 
climate crisis. The COP15 was a point of pride 
for the Danish government and they granted 
the police sweeping powers to repress anyone 
who would try to rain on their parade. 

After being arrested, Noah was put in jail for 
25 days to “prevent recurring alleged crimes 
and influence of an ongoing investigation”. 
After four days spent in solitary confinement 
he spent twenty-one days isolated in a small 
jail 40 kilometers outside of Copenhagen, cut 
off from other political prisoners and the 
outside world. He was allowed almost no 
access to incoming or outgoing 
communication, and was not allowed to make 
phone calls. The police held letters to him from 
friends, and his rights to police-supervised 
visits were ignored. 

Of the approximately 1500 people arrested 
during the two weeks of protest, only fifteen 
were held longer than twelve hours, but these 

were held without trial for up to a month. Noah 
is the only person from the U.S. facing serious 
charges. He is charged with planning to 
commit property destruction, violence towards 




for organizing activi^ Other groups are 
working towards a system of “on-the-streef 
communications that would cut Twitter out of ' 
the loop allowing people to pass back ' 
messages from their phones or stream live' 
video from the street to be used in cases I 
against the police. 

Having new advances in technology allows 
anti-authoritarians to organize in new ways, 
but reflections should also be made in regards 
to new technology. Do we need this sort of| 
organizing? It is making our movement more , 
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a police officer, disturbance of the public order 
and wearing a mask. Two of these are the 
Danish equivalent of felony charges. The 

nature of his case and the charges against him 
are remarkably similar to the RNC8 conspiracy 
charges, in which organizers are charged with 
actions they never committed but which they 
allegedly planned logistical support for. 
Unfortunately, in the Danish legal system, guilt 
does not have to be proven beyond a 
reasonable doubt. 

Noah started to cut his chops in the Earth 
First! movement in the woods of Cascadia 
around the mid-OO’s, and has been involved in 
anarchist and radical environmental organizing 
on and off ever since. Most recently, Noah 
organized against the Democratic National 

Convention in Denver in 2008. Noah has also 
been involved with Denver Food Not Bombs 
and helped found the High Country Earth First! 
network in the Rocky Mountains region in 
2009. In the fall of 2009, Noah said goodbye 
to his friends in Denver to pursue graduate 
studies in Copenhagen, just months in 
advance of the December 2009 Cop15 Climate 
Summit. 

Noah was finally released pending trial on 
the argument that his residency and studies in 
Denmark constituted him as a low flight risk, 
although the investigation is still ongoing by 
the police. Two individuals without Danish 


! effective while focforing risks? Whatever 
happened to yelling “what's going on’ at a 
"mass action instead of texting it? Often the 
I digital world takes us out of our realities info 
I ones that may seem more fulfilling yet do the 
I opposite. There is a good balance between 
technology and Ludditeness for the anarchist 
community to embrace, but we must be safe in 
doing so or we will see increases in the 
effectiveness of state oppression. 

For more information about Elliot's Case: 
http://frienclsofbrtuga.wordpress.com/ 

WffI 








Juuiui! 


For more resources check out this article: 
http://anarchistnews.org/?q=node/5448 
For more informatbn on how to be safer 
online check outhackbkx.org and riseup.net 


residency remain in custody at this time, facing 
rioting charges. Noah’s trial, along with co- 
defendant Natasha Vecro from Australia, will 
begin March 16, and they face about a year in 
prison, upwards of $15,000 in fines, and 
deportation if convicted. Noah is being 
represented by a lawyer well known for 
defending radicals and activists in 
Copenhagen. 

Noah lives in one of the only squats still 
left in Copenhagen from the squatter's 
movement of the 1980's. Since his release 
from jail, he has been spending his free time 
working on the house, working the door at 
punk shows and organizing eco-anarchist 
resistance to the climate crisis. 

Denver Got Yo' Back is a project to extend 
solidarity to all Denver anarchists currently 
facing felony charges or their repercussions. 
To support Noah's legal defense, donations 
can be made via Paypal at 
denverabc.wordpress.com. Checks and 
money orders should be made out to Whitney 
Nichols, clearly marked “Support Noah,” and 
mailed to: Denver ABC, 2298 Clay St, Denver 
CO 80211. Questions or to get in touch: 
supportrockslide@gmail.com 
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Virtual friendships and 



Continued from Page 1 

get to know better, someone we share an 
interest with or who we think is cute. 
Friendship blossoms awkwardly over time and 
is renewed through continued engagement. 

On social networking sites this excitement 
and possibility often withers once our initial 
curiosity is satisfied. Personal information and 
status updates are imparted vwthout direct, 
intentional interaction and connection can 
atrophy into mutual voyeurism. We watch the 
online persona of the other person shift, thumb 
through carefully selected pictures of their life, 
and notice changes in status now and then. 
Each of these things replacing what might 
otherwise have been an actual conversation. 

Transparency regarding practices and 
intentions among people engaged in a project 
together is not the same thing as the 
transparency of internet profiles. Part of getting 
to know someone is learning to decipher the 
emotional truths encoded in their behavior, a 
process which takes time. Reading someone 
else’s profile obscures this and encourages us 






to feel like an intimate friend without engaging 
in the intimate work of building friendship. 

The way we communicate with people we 
already know Is also affected. When you can 
catch up with someone by reading about them, 
you do not need to reach out to them as often 
to find out how they are doing. People come to 
expect that things which have been blogged 
about or entered in a profile do not need to be 
explained or articulated to friends on an 
individual basis. People can come out as 
queer, communicate changes in relationship 
status, express their political views and talk 
about their favorite books or bands without 
speaking directly to anyone. 

This lack of contact is compounded by the 
constraints of the format itself. 

Any time we are compelled to describe 
ourselves succinctly, complex dynamics are 
necessarily shorthanded, kept below the 


identifies; as entles who are teeming with a 
multitude of desires and experiences rather 
than as categories of people who have been 
defined completely by a grand historical 
narrative about who we are, where we come 
from and what we like. 

We are each a bundle of intentions, 
insecurities, experiences, and relations. It is 
important to remember that as much as these 
elements are shaped by larger dynamics of 
power and culture, they are also wann, living, 
embodied things with permeable boundaries 
and the more we see them as precise 
definitions - as cold, absolute and objective 
divisions - the less we are able to understand 
nuance and complexity in ourselves and each 
other. 

The psychological impact of these sites is 
also shaped by a culture of celebrity. 

In thinking about the way that celebrity 
operates on the smallest scale - as ‘large 
personalities’ vnthin our social circles - I am 
inclined to think about the social distance 
implied. The lives of people who we choose to 
regard in this way seem both removed from 


IN A SENSE, SOCIAL NETWORKING 
TECHNOLOGY HAS THE POWER TO 
TURN US ALL INTO CELEBRITIES IN 
THIS WAY; TO PROJECT 
MANICUREP IMAGES INTO THE 
WORLP THAT CAN ATTRACT 
FRIENPS, FANS, ANP FOLLOWERS 
WITH THEIR OWN MOMENTUM* 
THAT CAN BUILP REPUTATIONS ANP 
SOCIAL CONNECTIONS WHICH ARE 
NOT BASEP ON ANY REAL WORLP 


build reputations and social connections which 
are not based on any real world interaction. 

I am troubled by all of these things even as I 
find myself doing some of them. I am seduced 
by the way that my own life seems more 
glamorous vi/hen I look at it from farther away, I 
find myself checking my profile regularly, 
hoping to be comforted by its careful 
arrangement of words and pictures, even 
though I already know how frustrated or 
satisfied, painful or joyful my life really is at any 
given moment. 

I don’t mean to exaggerate the extent to 
which these emotional responses to online 
social networks are inevitable. These platforms 
can be useful and do allow people to find each 
other who never would have ottierwise. There 
are ways to adjust privacy settings and create 
personal rules of engagement that minimize 
the extent to which one represents or seeks 
out false intimacy. Like any new technology, 
the social effect of it depends on the customs 



we develop around it, and on the realms of our 
lives in which we allow it to operate. 

I can’t help feeling, however, that these sites 
are a tempting substitute for society in a worid 
where so many people are alienated from 
themselves and each other. They are filled 
with diversions for people who are aching for a 
sense of connection and engagement and 
often inhibit as much interaction as they make 




and notice changes in status now and then. 
Each of these things replacing what might 
otherwise have been an actual conversation. 

Transparency regarding practices and 
intentions among people engaged in a project 
together is not the same thing as the 
transparency of internet profiles. Part of getting 
to know someone is learning to decipher the 
emotional truths encoded in their behavior, a 
process which takes time. Reading someone 
else’s profile obscures this and encourages us 
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to feel like an intimate friend without engaging 
in the intimate work of building friendship. 

The way we communicate with people we 
already know is also affected. When you can 
catch up with someone by reading about them, 
you do not need to reach out to them as often 
to find out how they are doing. People come to 
expect that things which have been blogged 
about or entered in a profile do not need to be 
explained or articulated to friends on an 
individual basis. People can come out as 
queer, communicate changes in relationship 
status, express their political views and talk 
about their favorite books or bands without 
speaking directly to anyone. 

This lack of contact is compounded by the 
constraints of the format itself. 

Any time we are compelled to describe 
ourselves succinctly, complex dynamics are 
necessarily shorthanded, kept below the 
maximum characters allowed in any given 
field. The danger of this shorthand is in the 
way it encourages us to think and talk about 
ourselves from a removed place; to present an 
image to the world that does not acknowledge 
the expansiveness of our lived emotional 
experience; that flattens it into a story that 
everyone already knows. 

As social networking technology expands 
into our lives, this flattening becomes more 
prevalent and it is harder and harder to create 
moments of dynamism where we can relate to 
people as something other than a collection of 
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definitions - as cold, absolute and objective 
divisions - the less we are able to understand 
nuance and complexity in ourselves and each 
other. 

The psychological impact of these sites is 
also shaped by a culture of celebrity. 

In thinking about the way that celebrity 
operates on the smallest scale - as ‘large 
personalities’ within our social circles - I am 
inclined to think about the social distance 
implied. The lives of people who we choose to 
regard in this way seem both removed from 


In a sense, social networionc 

TECHNOLOCY HAS THE POVYER TO 
TURN US ALL INTO CELEBRITIES IN 
THIS WAY; TO PROJECT 
MANICUREP IMACES INTO THE 
WORLP THAT CAN ATTRACT 
FRIENPS, FANS, ANP FOLLOWERS 
WITH THEIR OWN MOMENTUM; 
THAT CAN BUILP REPUTATIONS ANP 
SOCIAL CONNECTIONS WHICH ARE 
NOT BASEP ON ANY REAL WORLP 
INTERACTION. 


and more vivid than our own subjective lives. 
To engage with someone as if they were a 
celebrity is to engage from a safe distance with 
someone whose life is at once deemed more 
important and less real than our own. 

In a sense, social networking technology 
has the power to turn us all into celebrities in 
this way: to project manicured images into the 
world that can attract friends, fans, and 
followers with their own momentum; that can 


I don’t mean to exaggerate the extent to 
which these emotional responses to online 
social networks are inevitable. These platforms 
can be useful and do allow people to find each 
other who never would have otherwise. There 
are ways to adjust privacy settings and create 
personal rules of engagement that minimize 
the extent to which one represents or seeks 
out false intimacy. Like any new technology, 
the social effect of it depends on the customs 



we develop around it, and on the realms of our 
lives in which we allow it to operate. 

I can’t help feeling, however, that these sites 
are a tempting substitute for society in a world 
where so many people are alienated from 
themselves and each other. They are filled 
with diversions for people who are aching for a 
sense of connection and engagement and 
often inhibit as much interaction as they make 
possible. 

It is difficult to remain critical for very long of 
things that become ubiquitous. Technological 
abilities developed and promoted in the 
context of capitalism are customized and can 
easily feel like benign and inevitable 
extensions of our psyche into the world. 
Maintaining a critical awareness of the things 
that shape our lives and constrict the ways in 
which we are able to grow is important, 
however we end up picking our battles. 
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way it encourages us to think and talk about 
ourselves from a removed place; to present an 
image to the world that does not acknowledge 
the expansiveness of our lived emotional 
experience; that flattens it into a story that 
everyone already knows. 

As social networking technology expands 
into our lives, this flattening becomes more 
prevalent and it is harder and harder to create 
moments of dynamism where we can relate to 
people as something other than a collection of 


and more vivid than our own subjective lives. 
To engage with someone as if they were a 
celebrity is to engage from a safe distance with 
someone whose life is at once deemed more 
important and less real than our own. 

In a sense, social networking technology 
has the power to turn us all into celebrities in 
this way: to project manicured images into the 
world that can attract friends, fans, and 
followers with their own momentum; that can 


things that become ubiquitous. Technological 
abilities developed and promoted in the 
context of capitalism are customized and can 
easily feel like benign and inevitable 
extensions of our psyche into the world. 
Maintaining a critical awareness of the things 
that shape our lives and constrict the ways in 
which we are able to grow is important, 
however we end up picking our battles. 
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Continued from Page 1 

liberal reforms (that have some popularity in 
urban areas) on very conservative rural areas. 
One of the key policies of the Soviet-backed 
Afghan government in the 1970s and 80s was 
an attempt to improve conditions for women 
and secularize the country. Rural 
conservatives took up arms to defend their 
conservative religious beliefs and maintain 
traditional repressive gender relations. 

So what is Obama’s plan? Despite his claim 
that he intends to start a troop pullback in 18 
months after a “surge" stabilizes the situation, 
he didn’t commit to withdraw all US troops at 
any point in the future. There’s no reason to 
think US action can stabilize the situation, 
especially since the presence of foreign troops 
itself stirs up resistance. Fighting there has 
tribal roots as well as cultural ones. Without 
significant pressure from within the US to 
abandon the failed Afghan war, the US is likely 
to maintain troops there indefinitely. 

Protesting the Afghan war goes hand-in- 
hand with exposing the war on terrorism. The 
media and mainstream society are obsessed 
with terrorism because it offends their sense of 
control and order. Look at the extreme panic 
in the wake of the underwear bomber. After 
the cold war ended, it appeared that the US 
global industrial order had achieved total 
political, military, economic and ideological 


hegemony. It wasn’t just ttiat the US was the 
only military superpower left standing. US 
assumptions and values about what 

constitutes a good life were the sole controlling 
ideology. Under this ideology, the only human 
goal is earning money and buying consumer 
products — TVs, cars, high-speed internet 
service, etc. 

While terrorist attacks shatter the 

mainstream ideas of stability and total control 
thereby giving the system a wonderful excuse 
to increase state power, it’s important to keep 
some perspective on the situation and realize 
that terrorist attacks are not the greatest threat 
to world safety. 

Consider that the number of people actually 
killed by terrorists on September 11 and since 
then around the world — while tragic for the 
innocent people murdered — is actually quite 
tiny when you compare it to how many people 
have died just in the USA from non-political 
shootings or acts of violence. Or what about 
compared to the number of people killed in all 
the military actions supposedly designed to 
control the terrorist threat? 

And what about the dangers to human 
health and happiness from the regular 
functioning of the industrial/economic system? 
No one is in a frenzy because of the tens of 
thousands of people killed annually by 


automobiles. Or the hundreds of thousands of 
people who die from smoking — does anyone 
fight a war on tobacco companies because 
their executives are terrorists? What about 
industrial pollution, which kills and sickens 
millions of people? No, the chemical industry 
isn’t “terrorisf because those deaths and 
injuries are just a necessary cost of doing 



business. The society lives in fear of terrorists 
getting access to chemical weapons, but wait a 
minute — big corporations have access to 
chemical weapons and they are actually using 


them and people are dying all the time! 

The “regular” functions of the industrial 
machine are considered acceptable and 
reasonable costs of doing business even 
though they cause much greater harm than 
terrorism. These activities are controlled by 
those in power and trying to decrease these 
harms hurts their power and wealth. 
Terrorism, meanwhile, is not under their 
control, and it drives the people in power 
crazy, while giving them a huge and continuing 
excuse to have more police, bigger armies, 
better surveillance, and more checkpoints and 
searches. 

The war on terror and the war in 
Afghanistan are not being fought for regular 
people either in the developed countries or in 
Afghanistan — they’re both being waged by 
^tes and for elites to increase their power, but 
we’re the ones getting killed. Its time we cut 
through the hype about terrorism — the idea 
that peasants in rural Afghanistan are the 
biggest threat to someone in suburban Illinois 
— and take on our real enemies: the 

corporations, the military warlords and the 
media talking heads who fool us into mis- 
understanding what’s really going on. Let’s 
demand US troops out of Afghanistan and 
struggle for a world where people control our 
own destiny. 
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Compiled by PB Floyd . ^ 

With the 2010 Organizer circulating around” 
many people have been contacting us from all 
over to let us know about their local project and 
to let us know about mistakes in the radical 
contact list in the Organizer. So here are a 
bunch of spaces we just heard about — some 
of them new and some of them new to us. It is 
extremely inspiring to be in contact with so 
many people in so many different places all 
putting their time and energy into alternative 
projects that seek to build community and 
model different ways of living. It isn't always 
easy to volunteer and build something for the 
community while so many other people are just 
looking out for themselves, trying to get ahead 
But when you relate to other people voluntarily 
working together for a common vision, you're 
building deep community that goes beyond the 
superficial kind you'll find at work, at a bar, or 
online. And doing stuff for yourself, for the love 
of art and music, and for the earth is 
meaningful and helps us feel less discouraged 
and confused. 

We try to post corrections to the 2010 
Organizer at our on-line radical contact list: 
slingshot.tao.ca. Check it out and let us know if 
you see errors. 

Niaht Heron Grassroots Activist i 


The Train Yard - Las Cruces, NM 

A DIY community space in Mesilla Park that 
hosts shows. They are trying to keep a low 
profile so the physical address isn't public - 
email them for directions. Mail: PO Box 1759, 
Mesilla Park, NM, 88047. 

Sacramento Bicycle Kitchen - 
Sacramento, CA 

A volunteer-run do-it-yourself bike shop with 
classes. 1915 I Street, Midtown Sacramento, 
95811, www.sacbikekitchen.org 


2011 Organizer and so we might be fooklng for 
help to pick a few of the best ones. If you are 
in France before August 1, please visit these 
places and let us know which ones you liked 
best We will include all of this in our radical 
contact list on-line! 

* CIRA (Centre International de recherche 
sur I'anarchisme), 3 me Saint-Dominique, 
13001 MARSEILLE, cira.marseille@free.fr 

• CSA Croix Rousse, 18 me des Tables 

Claudiennes, 69001 LYON. 

csaxrousse@fiseup.net 


• Librairie Scrupules, 26, boulevard 
Figuerolles, 34070 MONPELLIER, 
Librairiescmpule@wanadoo.f 

• Librairie L'Autodidacte, me Mamiaz, 

25000 BESANQON, groupe- 

proudhon@federation-anarchiste.org 

« Caf6 Les Epines, 39 me de Benfeld, 67000 
STRASBOURG, epinescafe@gmail.com 

• La Question ^ciaie, 51 me Landouzy, 
51000 REIMS, lechatnoir@club-intemet.fr 

• Bibliothdque-infokiosque, 152 Grand'me, 
30270 ST-JEAN DU GARD, 
bibliothequel 52@riseup.net 

• Librairie Infos, 2 me Theodore Guiter, 
66000 PERPIGNAN, antich@wanadoo.fr 

• Bar La Real, rue Louis Auguste Blanqui, 
66000 PERPIGNAN 

Athenee Libertaire, 8 me de Fouquerolles. 

1 02000 Merlieux. kropotkine02@no-log.org 
Librairie L'insoumise, 128, me Saint- 
I Hilaire, 76000 ROUEN, info-insoumise@no- 
I log.org 

Le Laboratoire, 8, place Saint-Jean, 26000 
I VALENCE, lelaboratoire@no-log.org 

Undersounds, 6 me de Gore, LIMOGES, 

I undersounds87@gmail.com 

Corrections to the 2010 Slinoshot 






many people have been contacting us from all 
over to let us know about their local project and 
to let us know about mistakes in the radical 
contact list in the Organizer. So here are a 
bunch of spaces we just heard about — some 
of them new and some of them new to us. It is 
extremely inspiring to be in contact with so 
many people in so many different places all 
putting their time and energy into alternative 
projects that seek to build community and 
model different ways of living. It isn't always 
easy to volunteer and build something for the 
community while so many other people are just 
looking out for themselves, trying to get ahead. 
But when you relate to other people voluntarily 
working together for a common vision, you're 
building deep community that goes beyond the 
superficial kind you'll find at work, at a bar, or 
online. And doing stuff for yourself, for the love 
of art and music, and for the earth is 
meaningful and helps us feel less discouraged 
and confused. 

We try to post corrections to the 2010 1 
Organizer at our on-line radical contact list: 
slingshot. tao.ca. Check it out and let us know if | 
you see emors. 

Night Heron Grassroots Activist | 
Center - Lake Worth, FL 

They opened in November ‘09 and feature a 
radical book/zine/video library and anarchist 
literature distro; activist organizing space and 
place for meetings, events and workshops 
(accommodating 25-30 people), storage fbrj 
art-making supplies and protest props and a 
kid-friendly play area. It was started by I 
Everglades Earth First!, West Palm Food Not! 
Bombs, the Palm Beach County Environmental 
Coalition and some individual activists and 
artists. They have space available for other 
groups. They are next to the Farm Worker 
Coordinating Council office, which provides 
social services to the local immigrant 
community and operates a free store. 1307 
Central Terrace, Lake Worth, FL 33460r 561- 
249-2071. 

LUNk Collective House - Lincoln, 
NE 

A house with a radical lending library, free 
store and a micro-powered AM radio station. 
They host meeting, movies, shows, vegan 
potiucks, open mics and are linked into Food 
Not Bombs and a free skool. 1213 N. 12th 


hosts shows. They are trying to keep a low 
profile so the physical address isn't public - 
email them for directions. Mail: PO Box 1759, 
Mesilla Park, NM, 88047. 

Sacramento Bicycle Kitchen - 
Sacramento, CA 

A volunteer-run do-it-yourself bike shop with 
classes. 1915 I Street, Midtown Sacramento, 
9581 1 , www.sacbikekitchen.org 


places and let us know which ones you liked 




best. We will include all of this in our radical 
contact list on-line! 

* CIRA (Centre International de recherche 
sur I'anarchisme), 3 rue Saint-Dominique, 
13001 MARSEILLE, cira.marseille@free.fr 

• CSA Croix Rousse, 18 rue des Tables 

Claudiennes, 69001 LYON, 

csaxrousse@riseup.net 
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Bellingham Alternative Library - 
Beiiingham, WA 

A book, graphic novel and music library. The 
folks who run it also do a Food Not Bombs. 
717 North Forest, Bellingham WA 98225, 360- 
734-2735 sushitree.org 

The Hub Community Bike Shop 
Cooperative - Bellingham, WA 

A non-profit, volunteer-run bike recycling shop 
with self-service and regular repairs. They 
host local bike events and teach biking in 
schools. 903 1/2 North State Street, 
Bellingham [mail: P.O. Box 1593, Bellingham, 
WA 98227], 360-255-2072 

Spearfish Bicycle Cooperative - 
Spearfish, SD 

They have a zine library as well as bike stuff. 


Librairie La Gryffe, 5 me S6bastien| 
Gryphe, 69007 LYON, lagryffe@lagryffe.net 

• Librairie La Plume Noire, 19 me Pierre 
Blanc, 69001 LYON, groupe-lyon@c-g-a.org 

• Le Pavilion Noir, 10 bd Poincat^, 14000 
CAEN, la_mauvaise_herbe@no-log.org 

• Le Lokal Autog^r^, 7 me Pierre Dupont, 
38100 GRENOBLE, lokal_autogere@no- 
log.org 

• Antigone, 22 me des Violettes, 38100 
GRENOBLE, antigone@ouvaton.org 

• Centre Culturei Libertaire, 4, me de 
Colmar, 59000 LILLE, ccl59@no-log.org 

• Le Kiosk info-shop, passage Alexandre 
Dumas, 75011 PARIS, lekiosk@samizdat.net 

• Librairie Pubiico, 145 me amelot, 75020 
PARIS, 01-48-05-34-08 

• Librairie Quilombo, 21 ter me Voltaire, 


• Librairie Scrupules, 26, boulevard 
Figuerolles, 34070 MONPELLIER, 
Librairiescmpule@wanadoo.f 

• Librairie L'Autodidacte, me Mamiaz, 

25000 BESANQON, groupe- 

proudhon@federation-anarchiste.org 

• Cafe Les Epines, 39 me de Benfeld, 67000 
STRASBOURG, epinescafe@gmail.com 

• La Question Sociale, 51 me Landouzy, 
51000 REIMS, lechatnoir@club-intemet.fr 

• Bibiioth^que-infokiosque, 152 Grand'me, 
30270 ST-JEAN DU GARD, 
bibliothequel 52@riseup.net 

• Librairie Infos, 2 me Theodore Guiter, 
66000 PERPIGNAN, antich@wanadoo.fr 

• Bar La Real, me Louis Auguste Blanqui, 
66000 PERPIGNAN 

Ath^nee Libertaire, 8 me de Fouquerolles. 


1 02000 Merlieux. kropotkine02@no-log.org 
Librairie L'Insoumise, 128, me Saint- 
I Hilaire, 76000 ROUEN, info-insoumise@no- 
[log.org 

Le Laboratoire, 8, place Saint-Jean, 26000 
I VALENCE, lelaboratoire@no-log.org 

Undersounds, 6 me de Gore, LIMOGES, 

I undersounds87@gmail.com 

Corrections to the 2010 Slingshot 
I organizer 

We printed the wrong phone number for 
I the Iron Rail in New Orleans. The new number 
I is 504-948-0936. 

The OKC Infoshop in Oklahoma City has 
I changed its name and relocated to: Scissortail 
Social Space, 3012 N Walker, Oklahoma City, 
OK 73103-1026. Their website is: 

I scissortailokc.wordpress.com. 

• The Taala Hooghan Infoshop moved to a 
larger location: 11 S. Mikes Pike, Downtown 
Flagstaff (In the white warehouse near the 
south side bus transfer station). Check them 
out at: www.taalahooghan.org 

• The Elm City Infoshop was mistakenly 
placed on the “Rest in Peace” section of our 
website. Actually, they still exist at 810 State 
St. (inside Never Ending Books) New Haven 
CT 06511. They don't have regular open 
hours but you can visit by appointment. Email 
them at elmcityinfoshop@gmail.com. They put 
out a newsletter and have a downtown street 
zine distro. 

• Oops - two spots in Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
Canada were mistakenly listed as “RIP" — 

thev are both still aoina simnn' .limin I ihrarw 








: literature distro; activist organizing space and 
: place for meetings, events and workshops 
(accommodating 25-30 people), storage for 
art-making supplies and protest props and a I 
kid-friendly play area. It was started by 
Everglades Earth First!, West Palm Food Not! 
Bombs, the Palm Beach County Environmental 
Coalition and some individual activists and 
artists. They have space available for other 
groups. They are next to the Farm Worker 
Coordinating Council office, which provides 
social services to the local immigrant 
community and operates a free store. 1307 
Central Terrace, Lake Worth, FL 33460: 561- 
249-2071. 

LUNk Collective House - Lincoln, 
NE 

A house with a radical lending library, free 
store and a micro-powered AM radio station. 
They host meeting, movies, shows, vegan 
potiucks, open mics and are linked into Food 
Not Bombs and a free skool. 1213 N. 12th 
Street, Lincoln, NE, 68508, 402-817-4791, 
www.lunkradio.org 

Knoxville Birdhouse - Knoxville, TN 

A volunteer-run community arts and activist 
space featuring music, performance, exhibits, 
workshops and studio rentals. They're working 
on opening an infoshop. 800 4th Ave., 
Knoxville, TN 37917, knoxvillebirdhouse.com 
Pangea House • Minot, ND 
A non-profit community center for music, art 
and education. They host shows, skillshares 
and zine events. 109 Central Ave W Minot, 
ND 58703 Tel: 701420-0913, 

www.pangeahouse.org 
52.5 Records - Charleston, SC 
An “underground” record store (“focusing on 
artists outside of the commercial mainstream”) 
that hosts shows. 561 King Street, Charleston, 
SC 29403 www.corporaterocksucks.com 
Outer Space - Charleston, SC 
A volunteer-run community space for creative 
expression and info exchange with art exhibits 
and a craft box. Open Sat 10-6. 623 Meeting 
St., Charleston, SC, 29403 
outerspacecharleston.org 



Bellingham Alternative 
Bellingham, WA 

A book, graphic novel and music library. The 
folks who run it also do a Food Not Bombs. 
717 North Forest, Bellingham WA 98225, 360- 
734-2735 sushitree.org 

The Hub Community Bike Shop 
Cooperative - Bellingham, WA 

A non-profit, volunteer-run bike recycling shop 
with self-service and regular repairs. They 
host local bike events and teach biking in 
schools. 903 1/2 North State Street, 
Bellingham [mail; P.O. Box 1593, Bellingham, 
WA 98227], 360-255-2072 

Spearfish Bicycle Cooperative - 
Spearfish, SD 

They have a zine library as well as bike stuff. 
727 Ames St Spearfish, SD 57783 
spearfishbikecoop.blogspot.com 

The Good Life Community Bicycle 
Shop - Calgary, Alberta, Canada 

They are a non-profit mostly volunteer- 
operated bike repair, education and resource 
center with free repair space and tools, 
workshops on bike repair, as well as recycled 
bikes and parts for sale. They have a meeting 
space for community groups. They aim to 
“make it as easy and fun as possible to choose 
biking” and ‘reduce environmental impact by 
encouraging cycling over driving and rescuing 
bikes from the waste stream.” 202-200 
Barclay Parade SW Calgary, AB 403-619- 
2648, goodlifebikes.ca 

Le SeuI Probleme - Marseille, 
France 

They are an infoshop with a bookshop, a free 
store and a lending library. Contact them at 
46 rue Consolat 13001 Marseille, 04 91 50 86 
27, acratos@no-log.org. They ordered some 
Slingshot organizers from us and offered to 
improve our list of French infoshops. The 
huge list below is the result. Some of these 
were already listed in the 2010 Organizer. 


Librairie La Gryffe, 5 rue S6bastien| 
Gryphe, 69007 LYON, lagryffe@|agryffe.net 

• Librairie La Plume Noire, 19 rue Pierre 
Blanc, 69001 LYON, groupe-lyon@c-g-a.org 

• Le Pavilion Noir, 10 bd Poincare, 14000 
CAEN, la_mauvaise_herbe@no-log.org 

• Le Lokal Autog4r6, 7 rue Pierre Dupont 
38100 GRENOBLE, lokal_autogere@no- 
log.org 

• Antigone, 22 rue des Violettes, 38100 
GRENOBLE, antigone@ouvaton.org 

• Centre Culturel Libertaire, 4, rue de 
Colmar, 59000 LILLE, ccl59@no-log.org 

• Le Kiosk info-shop, passage Alexandre 
Dumas, 7501 1 PARIS, lekiosk@samizdat.net 

• Librairie Pubiico, 145 rue amelot, 75020 
PARIS, 01-48-05-34-08 

• Librairie Quilombo, 21 ter rue Voltaire, 
75011 PARIS, quilombo@globnet.org 

• L'Ath6n6e libertaire, 7 rue du Muguet 
33000 BORDEAUX, librairiedumuguet@no- 
log.org 

• Lttincelle, 26, rue Mailfo, 49100 ANGERS, 
etincellel 999@hotmail.com 

• Les Tanneries, 17, boulevard de Chicago, 
21000 DIJON, tanneries-np@squat.net 

• Le Local Libertaire, 61, rue Jeanin, 21000 
DIJON, maloka@chez.com 

• Le Raymond's Bar, 77 Av E.Michelin, 

63000 CLERMONT-FERRAND, 

weareraymond@gmaii.com 

• B17, 17 rue Paul Bellamy, 44000 NANTES 

• Les Pavilions Sauvages, 35, avenue Jean 
Dagnaux, 31200 TOULOUSE, 
pavillons.sauvages@gmail.com 

• Chat Noir Toulousain, 18 avenue de la 
Gloire, 31500 TOULOUSE, cnt.31@cnt-f.org 

• La Cantine Populaire, 244 rue de Nantes, 
35000 RENNES, cantine35@hotmail.ff 

• Local Anarchists la Commune, 17 rue de 
Chateaudun, 35000 RENNES, 
contact@farennes.org 

• La Mauvaise Reputation, 20 rue Terral, 
34000 MONPELLIER, groupe-uaf@c-g-a.org 


I is 504-948-0936. 

• The OKC Infoshop in Oklahoma City has 
I changed its name and relocated to; Scissortail 
Social Space, 3012 N Walker, Oklahoma City, 
OK 73103-1026. Their website is: 

I scissortailokc.wordpress.com. 

• The Taala Hooghan Infoshop moved to a 
larger location; 11 S. Mikes Pike, Downtovim 
Flagstaff (In the white warehouse near the 

south side bus transfer station). Check them 
out at; www.taalahooghan.org 

• The Elm City Infoshop was mistakenly 
placed on the “Rest in Peace” section of our 
website. Actually, they still exist at 810 State 
St. (inside Never Ending Books) New Haven 
CT 06511. They don't have regular open 
hours but you can visit by appointment. Email 
them at elmcityinfoshop^mail.com. They put 
out a newsletter and have a downtown street 
zine distro. 

• Oops - two spots in Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
Canada were mistakenly listed as “RIP” — 
they are both still going strong; Junto Library 
91 Albert St, Winnipeg and the Bike Dump at 
the Red Road Lodge, which is on the comer of 
Logan and Main, at the back of 631 Main St. 

• The No Coast Infoshop in Columbia, MO 
has ceased to exist. The library is being stored 
at a private residence for the moment. 

• We got envelopes returned from the 

following places. Does anyone know if they still 
exist? Please let us know. 

- Pitchfork Collective at 2858 California, . 
Denver, CO 80205. 

-Greencup Books at 105 Richard Arrinton 
Jr. Blvd South, Birmingham, AL 35201. 

-Centro Cultural de Playancha, Pedro Leon 
Gallo 4040, Playancha/Valparaiso, Chile 

• The Bread & Roses Cultural Center in 
Denver, CO is no longer at the address listed - 
let us know if they still exist anywhere. 

• The 123 Community Space in Brooklyn 
was evicted - they still have a contact: 
123tompkins@riseup.net. A New World in Our 
Hearts is no longer involved in the project. 

• The Hamilton Zine Library still exists at 27 
Kingwilliam St. in Ontario. 
Iiber.library@gmail.com. 


j. We're not sure if we can print this all in the ^ 
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Continued from Page! 

Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC), a 
. top environmental interest group affected by 
I several corporate sponsors. In Chicago, 
people disrupted business in the financial 
I district for a number of hours through locking 
down in the street as well as marched to the 
I Chicago Climate Exchange, the largest and 
first carbon trading institution in North America, 
demand a better solution than carbon 
trading. Protestors gathered outside of 
Senator John Kerry’s office in Boston with 
images of a dying Earth which lead to a die out 
on the streets where no arrests were made; 
they also sent an open letter to his office to 
demand real solutions and real changes to the 
system. 

In the Bay Area in August, hundreds 
marched on Chevron's Richmond refinery to 
demand clean air for local residents, and in 
December a blockade of Chevron corporate 
headquarters shut down car traffic and drew 
attention to Chevron’s role in lobbying against 
climate change legislation. 

Leading up to the direct actions at Chevron 
there was a West Coast Climate Convergence 
with educational workshops, group discussions 
of tactics and strategies, and trainings 
explaining the history and methods of 
nonviolent direct action. Participants learned 
about forming a perimeter around a building, 
how to engage the police respectfully and 
firmly, how to lock arms with comrades to form 
a strong chain, and about general body 
language in strong resistance. There were 
legal teams available for each direct action that 
prepared to communicate with and advocate 
for arrestees. 

Actbns can take the form of die-ins, rallies, 
candlelight vigils, speakouts, poetry slams, 
bicycle rides, human blockades, and more. 
Get in touch with an action group near you and 
inin a wnrirtwirie movement demandino climate 
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coordinate uprisings and stand in solidarity 
against the world’s biggest polluters if global 
warming is to be stopped, which includes 
acting urgently in our local communities to 
bring about real demands to this crisis. 

As people intertwined in the empire, we can 
look to the injustices and hardships those 
closest to pollution face as a foreshadowing for 
our own livelihoods if we choose to allow 
capitalism’s war on the planet to continue. 
Strong voices together rebel at the heart of the 
empire in solidarity with communities around 
the world and locally that are resisting the 
imperialism which imperils all life on the planet 

Examining behind Chevron’s closed doors 
will illustrate why corporate accountability is 
cmcial in the struggle for climate justice. 
Chevron was the target of MCJ Bay Area 
protests, but there are many, many more 
criminal corporations to unveil. 


actions, protesters read and sent open letters 
to Chevron, to demand a cap on crude oil to 
prevent the refining of this heavier, dirtier oil. 




Chevron worked with and provided funding 
for the corrupt Nigerian government for years, 
paying for Nigerian troops to do their dirty work 
for them. The past 50 years of extraction has 
produced over $700 billion in revenues shared 
between the brutal Nigerian regime. Chevron, 
Exxon Mobil, and Shell. Meanwhile villagers in 
the Nigerian delta witnessed their fisheries 
poisoned, drinking water polluted, and an 
inaccessibility to education and health care. 
More gas is flared in Nigeria than anywhere 
else in the world, and principally contributes to 
pollution-caused sickness in residents. The 
main response by Delta residents was holding 
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In the unresulting aftermath of the deceptivel 
Copenhagen talks, it becomes undoubtedly! 
urgent to tell these corporations ourselves to! 

get their hands off climate change legislation!! I 
In advocating for an end to all oil and natural] 
gas development projects (current and future),! 
which are altering global weather systems at! 
an unprecedented rate, MCJ also vigorously! 
reject folse solutions. False solutions include! 
industry-controlled carbon trading and thef 
conversion of agricultural lands to biofuel' 
production. Chevron spent almost $2 million toi 
lobby against a California bill, which would! 
reduce emissions to 1990 levels by 2020; and i 
Chevron spent $12 million to lobby the federal | 
government in 2009, which directly contributed 
to undermining the ability of nations at| 
Copenhagen to walk away with a foir, 
equitable, binding agreement to set real I 
carbon emissions reductions. 

There will be no wind, solar, “clean | 
coal”, hydro, or biofuel that will magically allow 
civilization to continue unabated— these arei 
distractions which detract from the real issue I 
that modern-day energy consumption is ^ 
unsustainable and the first world must develop 
new— or ancient— relationships with the land, 
and each other in order to create a society that j 
values and rewards compassion, respect, and' 
cooperation. Profiteering corporations are the I 
people who propose these greed driven false] 
solutions. A fundamental change in the] 
system is needed, despite the government’s] 
dismissal of the voice of the global poor and J 
those most affected by the ruling classes’! 
pollution. 

At the end of the Age of Petroleum,! 
the facts are indisputable that reliance on fossil! 
fuels must stop. It is not a question of if, but! 


images of a dying Earth which lead to a die out 
on the streets where no arrests were made; 
they also sent an open letter to his office to 
demand real solutions and real changes to the 
system. 

In the Bay Area in August, hundreds 
marched on Chevron's Richmond refinery to 
demand clean air for local residents, and in 
December a blockade of Chevron corporate 
headquarters shut down car traffic and drew 
attention to Chevron’s role in lobbying against 
climate change legislation. 

Leading up to the direct actions at Chevron 
there was a West Coast Climate Convergence 
with educational workshops, group discussions 
of tactics and strategies, and trainings 
explaining the history and methods of 
nonviolent direct action. Participants learned 
about forming a perimeter around a building, 
how to engage the police respectfully and 
firmly, how to lock arms with comrades to form 
a strong chain, and about general body 
language in strong resistance. There were 
legal teams available for each direct action that 
prepared to communicate with and advocate 
for arrestees. 

Actions can take the form of die-ins, rallies, 
candlelight vigils, speakouts, poetry slams, 
bicycle rides, human blockades, and more. 
Get in touch with an action group near you and 
join a worldwide movement demanding climate 
justice now. If there is no group in your area, 
call together a group of friends, select a 
company or practice that’s near where you are 
whose irresponsible behavior is driving the 
earth mad, and plan an event designed to 
dramatize their behavior. Props like signs, 
banners, costumes, and musical instruments 
all transform, stimulate, and excite the creative 
faculties of those involved as well as 
onlookers. Smaller actions are easy to 

accomplish with one or two people, such as 
deploying a banner or leafleting at gas 
stations. Engaging people interpersonally is 
how we spread the educational materials 
necessary to gamer widespread support. Any 
action, large or small, is a part of the 
movement as a whole to raise our voices 
together for those who are not being heard. 
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the world and locally that are resisting the 
imperialism which imperils all life on the planet 
Examining behind Chevron’s closed doors 
will illustrate why corporate accountability is 
crucial in the struggle for climate justice. 
Chevron was the target of MCJ Bay Area 
protests, but there are many, many more 
criminal corporations to unveil. 
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Exxon Mobil, and Shell. Meanwhile villagers in 
the Nigerian delta witnessed their fisheries 
poisoned, drinking water polluted, and an 
inaccessibility to education and health care. 
More gas is flared in Nigeria than anywhere 
else in the vrorld, and principally contributes to 
pollution-caused sickness in residents. The 
main response by Delta residents was holding 
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nonviolent demonstrations where they sing 
songs and read detailed litanies of complaints 
to the companies that are destroying their 
livelihoods. Frustrated with the iack of 


reject raise solutions. False solutions include! 
industry-controlled carbon trading and thef 
conversion of agricultural lands to btofueli 
production. Chevron spent almost $2 million toi 
lobby against a California bill, which would* 
reduce emissions to 1990 levels by 2020; and i 
Chevron spent $12 million to lobby the federal | 
government in 2009, which directly contributed 
to undermining the ability of nations at| 
Copenhagen to walk away with a toir, 
equitable, binding agreement to set real! 
carbon emissions reductions. 

There will be no wind, solar, “clean / 
coal”, hydro, or biofuel that will magically allow ' 
civilization to continue unabated— these arei 
distractions which detract from the real issue \ 
that modern-day energy consumption is ^ 
unsustainable and the first world must develop ( 
new— or ancient— relationships with the land 
and each other in order to create a society that | 
values and rewards compassion, respect, and ] 
cooperation. Profiteering corporations are the! 
people who propose these greed driven false 
solutions. A fundamental change in the I 
system is needed, despite the government’s! 
dismissal of the voice of the global poor and! 
those most affected by the ruling classes’! 
pollution. 

At the end of the Age of Petroleum,! 
the facts are indisputable that reliance on fossil! 
fuels must stop. It is not a question of if, buti 
when and how our society decides to transition! 
to a low-impact lifestyle, or face the perils andj 
consequences of those who have engendered 
their own cultural annihilation through the 
overexploitation of resources. 


This is a turning point in history 
wrfiere the human race has the opportunity to 
stand up as an entity and demand the planet 
back. The shift from an agrarian economy to 
an industriaiized, oil-based economy has made 
an enormous impact on the biodiversity of our 
lands, but that does not mean it is too late to 
protect the habitat we have remaining and 
encourage it to flourish once more. It is the 
time to disrupt business as usual for 


whose irresponsible behavior is driving the 
earth mad, and plan an event designed to 
dramatize their behavior. Props like signs, 
banners, costumes, and musical instruments 
all transform, stimulate, and excite the creative 
faculties of those involved as well as 
onlookers. Smaller actions are easy to 

accomplish with one or two people, such as 
deploying a banner or leafleting at gas 
stations. Engaging people interpersonally is 
how we spread the educational materials 
necessary to gamer widespread support. Any 
action, large or small, is a part of the 
movement as a whole to raise our voices 
together for those who are not being heard. 

Cl«MAT£Ci|/{MeiE 

tL'MATe Justice 

The term Climate “Change” implies "a 
naturally occurring process of shifting weather 
patterns, which is unavoidable and has clearly 
begun. Climate Justice recognizes that racial 
and economic prejudice and corporate control 
are core causes of climate disruption. 
Corporations have been interfering in scientific 
discoveries regarding climate change through 
blackmailing interest groups and attending 
global discussions, while indigenous peoples 
are significantly underrepresented by a ratio of 
1:4 at the table of international climate 
negotiations. Thus, any dialogue or movement 
intending to reverse the increasingly chaotic 
effects of Earth’s shifting weather patterns 
must also address the needs of those least 
responsible for and most affected by climate 
change. 

The shift in the world's climate is largely 
brought about by the burning of fossil fuels like 
petroleum and coal, products that injure and 
destroy human lives every step of the way 
from discovery, development, extraction, and 
consumption. It is for this reason that people 
must bring the struggle to end ‘climate chaos’ 
directly to the door of the companies most 
responsible. It is crucial for concerned folks to 


“Here" in Richmond, we see the links 
between human rights and corporate 
accountability issues in our city as the same 
struggle as those that are demanding a right to 
their livelihood in Nigeria. Oil companies need 
to take responsibility wherever oil is produced 
and refined," said a community activist as the 
Richmond City Council passed a resolution 
calling for oil companies to disclose payments 
to foreign governments for oil, gas and mineral 
rights. Groups such as the West County 
Toxics Coalition and Communities for a Better 
Environment have been struggling against 
industrial pollution caused by Chevron’s 
Richmond refinery, the state’s single largest 
climate polluter according to the California Air 
Resources Board. In 2008 alone it emitted 4.8 
million tons of greenhouse gases, which is only 
the tip of the iceberg if Chevron’s plans to 
expand the refinery continue. These groups 
have been battling the company over its 
controversial expansion plans, holding 
community hearings and fighting in court, a 
huge but not insurmountable fight that has 
already been litigated for over two years and 
shows no signs of ending soon. A related 
project is the plan to expand the production of 
crude oil from Alberta tar sands, which would 
devastate indigenous land and increase 
('arhnn pmissinns even further. At the recent 


their own cultural annihilation through the 
overexploitation of resources. 


nonviolent demonstrations where they sing 
songs and read detailed litanies of complaints 
to the companies that are destroying their 
livelihoods. Fmstrated with the lack of 
response from Chevron and disgusted by 
military attacks from ground and sky, which 
have displaced and killed many of the Delta’s 
20 million residents, an armed insurgency has 
begun to attack and shut down oil production 
in the area, virhich resulted in international 
recognition of the crisis facing the Nigerian 
Delta. Chevron’s production has plummeted 
2/3 in the face of attacks to its oil pipelines, 
and all eyes are on Chevron’s response. 
Concerned parties must fight the corporation’s 
continued presence and encourage 
infrastructural investment in communities 
affected by Chevron’s oil operations. Support 
and solidarity from the global community may 
be a major determining factor for the fate of 
this embattled region of the world, and so MCJ 
West is proud to work with Nigerian peace 
activists to broaden awareness of the issue. 
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This is a turning point in history 
where the human race has the opportunity to 
stand up as an entity and demand the planet 
back. The shift from an agrarian economy to 
an industrialized, oil-based economy has made 
an enormous impact on the biodiversity of our 
lands, but that does not mean it is too late to 
protect the habitat we have remaining and 
encourage it to flourish once more. It is the 
time to disrupt business as usual for 
corporations that destroy the Earth and human 
lives through mining and polluting the world 
over. Together, concerned peoples must have 
strength in their convictions because the health 
of our land is our greatest wealth, as clean 
water, air, and food for ail are universal 
entitlements, so we the people will have to 
push back the corporations who wish to 
dominate every aspect of earthly existence. 
Through building action-oriented coalitions of' 
diverse people who are united in commitment i 
to meaningful change, we can throw a wrench 
in the gears of capital and dismantle the 
systems, which oppress and enslave life, one 
action after another. The time is now to make 
the vision in our hearts the future we have in 
our hands. The earth is on our side, and we 
only have the whole world to lose. 


Slingshot Back Issues 

We’ll send you a random assortment of back 
issues of Slingshot and other publications 
for the cost of postage: Send $3 for 2 lbs. or 
$5 for 5 lbs. Free if you’re an infoshop or 
library. Or drop by our office with cash or 
check to Slingshot 3124 Shattuck Ave. 
Berkeley, CA 94705^ 
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By PB Floyd 

As non-renewable resources that are 
already becoming more difficult to exploit, 
fossil fuels are a doomed technology, and will 
gradually become more expensive as supplies 
dwindle until they finally run out. Aside from 
the supply question, burning fossil fuels adds 
carbon to the atmosphere, causing potentially 
devastating climate change. With these fatal 
defects in mind, it is particularly outrageous 
that Slingshot's local utility. Pacific Gas & 
Electric (PG&E), is moving forward with 
participation in a $2.2 billion dollar investment 
for a liquefied natural gas terminal and pipeline 
in Oregon. The proposed Jordan Cove 
terminal and the Pacific Connector pipeline will 
divert money that could be used to build 
renewable energy sources (like wind and 
solar) and will instead lock us into fossil fuel 
dependence for decades to come. There’s still 
time to stop this shortsighted fossil fuel 
investment and in so doing, attack the thinking 
that is behind similar projects world-wide. At 
this moment in history, energy investments 
should be for alternative technology, not more 
of the same fossil foolishness. 

Think Globally, Struggle Locally 

On December 17, the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission — which has sole 
jurisdiction over the project and can trump 
local or state opposition — approved Jordan 
Cove and the Pacific connector pipeline by a 3 
to 1 vote. PG&E are investing in the $1.2 
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Liquefying natural gas is expensive and 
uses massive amounts of energy, adding 
about 20 percent to the carbon footprint of 
LNG vs. traditional natural gas. While natural 
gas is considered a “green fuel” when 
compared to coal, burning gas still releases 
carbon. Burning coal releases 770-830 grams 
of C02 per kilowatt hour of electricity, vs. 480- 
560 grams of C02 per kwh for LNG and 400 
grams of C02 per kwh for regular natural gas. 
Each LNG liquefication plants costs $1-3 
billion, and each import terminal costs $500 
million to $1 billion. This is of course money 
that could be spent on alternatives to burning 
gas in the first place, such as windmills or solar 
powerplants. LNG enables utilities to continue 
burning gas, rather than developing 
alternatives, even when local supplies are 
depleted to the extent that prices begin to rise. 
In fact, it is just such fossil fuel price increases 
(associated with depleted supplies) that make 
more expensive alternative energy sources 
look economically viable over the long-term. 
LNG short-circuits this gradual and automatic 
economic process. 

PG&E currently has enough gas to meet 
demand. Their investment in the $1.2 billion 
Pacific Connector pipeline is a long-term bet 
on the future. And it’s the wrong bet — a bet 
on several more decades of generating most 
electricity using climate-changing fossil fuels, 
not zero emissions sources solar and wind. 
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Alternatives 

PG&E wants to portray itself as a leader in 
alternative energy and their advertising is 
constantly emphasizing their investments in 
wind and solar technology. And in fact, PG&E 
is investing in a very promising solar thermal 
electncal generation project in the Mojave 
Desert — the Ivanpah project that is to be built 
by Oakland-based Brightsource Energy. 

Unlike rooftop photovoltaic solar panels, 
which use high-tech materials to turn sun light 
directly into electricity, solar thermal harnesses 
heat from the sun to make steam, which turns 
turbines to generate electricity much like in a 
fossil-fueled powerplant. Solar thermal is 
potentially much cheaper and more efficient 
than photovoltaic panels, which are very 
expensive per kilowatt hour and which have a 
very low efficiency rate (i.e. the percent of the 
sun’s energy falling on the panel that is 
actually converted into electricity is low.) 

In a solar thermal plant, mirrors focus sun 
on pipes containing liquid (sometimes water, 
but the liquid can also be a heat transfer 
chemical that can be heated hotter than 
water’s boiling point). Heat transfer liquid can 
potentially be heated to several hundred 
degrees Farenheit. While the Brightsource 
plant will only produce power when there is 
light to heat water, solar thermal plants that 
use a liquid other than water can super heat 
liquids that can be stored in tanks for use 



to argue against some alternative technologies 
if they are particularly expensive or 
ecologically toxic. Just like LNG can eat up 
billions that could otherwise be invested in 
alternative energy, money put into less efficient 
alternative energy technologies isn’t available 
for the better ones. If we’re going to argue 
against using particular energy technologies 
like LNG, nuclear power, biofuels, etc, it is 
helpful If we can argue for alternative ways to 
generate electricity. 

I’m particularly excited about solar thermal 
technology because it is relatively simple (and 
potentially cheap) and because there is a lot of 
sun available in a lot of places. But even solar 
thermal can be problematic since the mirrors 
take up space in desert areas that are usually 
extremely environmentally fragile. If utilities 
eventually build a lot of solar thermal plants, 
it’s important they be built on land that’s 
already been disturbed and in ways that allow 
for environmental recuperation. Sadly, humans 
have disturbed and destroyed a lot of land. 

At the moment, fossil fuel production and 
combustion are the biggest threats to the 
environment. PG&E and other utilities are 
spending billions on protecting their access to 
fossil fuels for the long-term. Meanwhile, 
solar, wind and other alternatives get pennies. 
For more information, check out 
www.PacificEnvironment.org. 


Electric (PG&E), is moving fonward with 
participation in a $2.2 billion dollar investment 
for a liquefied natural gas terminal and pipeline 
in Oregon. The proposed Jordan Cove 
terminal and the Pacific Connector pipeline will 
divert money that could be used to build 
renewable energy sources (like wind and 
solar) and will instead lock us into fossil fuel 
dependence for decades to come. There’s still 
time to stop this shortsighted fossil fuel 
investment and in so doing, attack the thinking 
that is behind similar projects world-wide. At 
this moment in history, energy investments 
should be for alternative technology, not more 
of the same fossil foolishness. 

Think Globally, Struggle Locally 

On December 17, the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission — which has sole 
jurisdiction over the project and can trump 
local or state opposition — approved Jordan 
Cove and the Pacific connector pipeline by a 3 
to 1 vote. PG&E are investing in the $1.2 
billion pipeline, which will take years to 
complete. As proposed, the project would be 
capable of moving a billion cubic feet of natural 
gas daily from transnational tankers docking in 
Coos Bay, Oregon, through a 230 mile pipeline 
through ^uthem Oregon, and to customers in 
California, Nevada and the Pacific Northwest. 
Building the pipeline will require disruption of 
sensitive forest and water ecosystems along 
the route, leveling a total of 2,000 acres. The 
governor of Oregon, the SF Board of 
Supervisors, as w/ell as folks near Coos Bay, 
all oppose the project. The project would be 
PG&E's first use of imported Liquefied Natural 
Gas (LNG), a technology for moving and 
trading natural gas worldwide, the way oil is 
currently traded. 

As described in more detail in Slingshot 
#95, natural gas is widely distributed around 
the planet. Currently, most natural gas is 
drilled relatively close to where it is used and 
then moved by pipeline. Current pipelines can’t 
easily move gas across oceans. Because the 
US has used huge amounts of natural gas 
over the last several decades, and because 
US gas use continues to increase, the big gas 
users (like electric utilities, which use about a 
third of US gas supplies to generate electricity) 
are worried that local supplies may eventually 
become scarce and more expensive. In the 
US, new gas drilling often uses more complex 


Each LNG liquencanon plants costs $1-3 
billion, and each import terminal costs $500 
million to $1 billion. This is of course money 
that could be spent on alternatives to burning 
gas in the first place, such as windmills or solar 
powerplants. LNG enables utilities to continue 
burning gas, rather than developing 
alternatives, even when local supplies are 
depleted to the extent that prices begin to rise. 
In fact, it is just such fossil fuel price increases 
(associated with depleted supplies) that make 
more expensive alternative energy sources 
look economically viable over the long-term. 
LNG short-circuits this gradual and automatic 
economic process. 

PG&E currently has enough gas to meet 
demand. Their investment in the $1.2 billion 
Pacific Connector pipeline is a long-term bet 
on the future. And it’s the wrong bet — a bet 
on several more decades of generating most 
electricity using climate-changing fossil fuels, 
not zero emissions sources solar and wind. 
Because PG&E is a privately owned utility, its 
15 million customers have no direct way to 
stop this decision — widespread and 
continuing public protest and pressure from 
Berkeley to Coos Bay, Oregon is our only 
hope. ■ 



which use high-tech materials to turn sun light 
directly into electricity, solar thermal harnesses 
heat from the sun to make steam, which turns 
turbines to generate electricity much like in a 
fossil-fueled powerplant. Solar thermal is 
potentially much cheaper and more efficient 
than photovoltaic panels, which are very 
expensive per kilowatt hour and which have a 
very low efficiency rate (i.e. the percent of the 
sun’s energy falling on the panel that is 
actually converted into electricity is low.) 

In a solar thermal plant, mirrors focus sun 
on pipes containing liquid (sometimes water, 
but the liquid can also be a heat transfer 
chemical that can be heated hotter than 
water’s boiling point). Heat transfer liquid can 
potentially be heated to several hundred 
degrees Farenheit. While the Brightsource 
plant will only produce power when there is 
light to heat water, solar thermal plants that 
use a liquid other than water can super heat 
liquids that can be stored in tanks for use 
whenever electricity is needed — day or night. 

It’s worth explaining how solar thermal 
works because not all alternative energy 
technologies are equal — each has its own 
problems and advantages. It may make sense 


generate electricity. 

I’m particularly excited about solar thermal 
technology because it is relatively simple (and 
potentially cheap) and because there is a lot of 
sun available in a lot of places. But even solar 
thermal can be problematic since the mirrors 
take up space in desert areas that are usually 
extremely environmentally fragile. If utilities 
eventually build a lot of solar thermal plants, 
it’s important they be built on land that’s 
already been disturbed and in ways that allow 
for environmental recuperation. Sadly, humans 
have disturbed and destroyed a lot of land. 

At the moment, fossil fuel production and 
combustion are the biggest threats to the 
environment. PG&E and other utilities are 
spending billions on protecting their access to 
fossil fuels for the long-term. Meanwhile, 
solar, wind and other alternatives get pennies. 
For more information, check out 
wvm. PacificEnvironment.org. 




By Everglades Earth First! ' ^ . 

The Scripps Research Institute, which has 
facilities in La Jolla, CA, has recently set up 
shop in South Florida. Scripps Florida, located 
at the Jupiter Campus of Florida Atlantic 
University, is the largest animal research 
center in the “Sunshine State.” Future plans for 
Scripps include the destruction of an 800-acre 
pine flatwoods ecosystem in order to make 
room for an entire Biotech City and the 
expansion of vivisection, bio-pharmaceuticals. 


Scripps 
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The pfoposed site for phase 
Biotech expansion, known as the Briger Tract, 
is one of the last remaining pine flatwood 
habitats in the region. This site also includes 
wetlands and is home to rare and endangered 
species, including gopher tortoises, indigo 
snakes and hand ferns. A pair of Bald Eagles 
has also been spotted on fte land, along with 
dozens of migrating and wading birds. 

The good news is that Scripps has been 
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gas daily from transnational tankers docking in 
Coos Bay, Oregon, through a 230 mile pipeline 
through Southern Oregon, and to customers in 
California, Nevada and the Pacific Northwest. 
Building the pipeline will require disruption of 
sensitive forest and water ecosystems along 
the route, leveling a total of 2,000 acres. The 
governor of Oregon, the SF Board of 
Supervisors, as well as folks near Coos Bay, 
all oppose the project. The project vyould be 
PG&E’s first use of imported Liquefied Natural 
Gas (LNG), a technology for moving and 
trading natural gas worldwide, the way oil is 
currently traded. 

As described in more detail in Slingshot 
#95. natural gas is widely distributed around 
the planet. Currently, most natural gas is 
drilled relatively close to where it is used and 
then moved by pipeline. Current pipelines can't 
easily move gas across oceans. Because the 
US has used huge amounts of natural gas 
over the last several decades, and because 
US gas use continues to increase, the big gas 
users (like electric utilities, which use about a 
third of US gas supplies to generate electricity) 
are worried that local supplies may eventually 
become scarce and more expensive. In the 
US, new gas drilling often uses more complex 
and expensive technology like “fracing"— 
pumping water under high pressure to the 
bottom of a well in order to fracture rock 
formations and release trapped gas supplies. 

Meanwhile, there are huge, cheap gas 
supplies offshore in places like Peru, Russia, 
Algeria, Australia, Brunei, Indonesia, Libya, 
Malaysia, Nigeria, Oman, Qatar, Trinidad and 
Tobago. By super cooling gas to minus 259 
degrees Fahrenheit, it can be liquefied so it 
can be loaded onto specially designed LNG 
ships and moved around like oil. When the gas 
is liquefied, it only takes up 1 /600th the space 
it takes in a gaseous fomn. 


continuing public protest and pressure from 
Berkeley to Coos Bay, Oregon is our only 
hope. ' 
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technologies are equal — each has its own 
problems and advantages. It may make sense 
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By Everglades Earth First! ' . 

The Scripps Research Institute, which has 
facilities in La Jolla, CA, has recently set up 
shop in South Florida. Scripps Florida, located 
at the Jupiter Campus of Florida Atlantic 
University, is the largest animal research 
center in the “Sunshine State.” Future plans for 
Scripps include the destruction of an 800-acre 
pine flatwoods ecosystem in order to make 
room for an entire Biotech City and the 
expansion of vivisection, bio-pharmaceuticals, 
and corporate ownership of life. 

Beginning several years ago (while under 
governor Jeb Bush), the Florida legislature 
vowed to make Florida an international hub of 
so-called green, clean corporate biotech. With 
state and public funds and a who's who of 
shady corporate investors — such as 

Monsanto, Novartis, the Department of 
Defense, Philip Morris, etc — it is clear that a 
battle is brewing. 

Behind the walls of Scripps, animals are 
used in horrible experiments, many of which 
are hidden from public scrutiny. In 2004 a 
government inspection of a Scripps research 
facility in La Jolla California, found that test 
t monkeys injected with the drug Ecstasy were 
also malnourished. One of the primates died 
from overdose and Scripps was forced to 
temporarily suspend its research. Other 
experiments have included the deliberate 
infection of chimpanzees with Hepatitis C. 


The proposed site for phase 
Biotech expansion, known as the Briger Tract, 
is one of the last remaining pine fiatwood 
habitats in the region. This site also includes 
wetlands and is home to rare and endangered 
species, including gopher tortoises, indigo 
snakes and hand ferns. A pair of Bald Eagles 
has also been spotted on ^e land, along with 
dozens of migrating and wading birds. 

The good news is that Scripps has been 
defeated before. Back in 2004-2005 Scripps 
laid foundation for its facilities on another 
chunk of land in Palm Beach County called 
Mecca Farms. Through protest and legal 
challenges, Scripps was defeated. It has taken 
them years to move on to another property. 
The next zoning hearing to approve the 
rezoning of the forest to biomedical is, no joke, 
April 1st. Opposition is mounting. 

Everglades Earth First! is currently 
challenging Scripps, not just on its attempt to 
replace a forest but on its existence at all... in 
La Jolla or in Jupiter. 

Lets build a coast to coast movement against 
Scripps Biotech. 

Check our website on Scripps Florida at 
www.evergladesearthfirst.org/scripps.html. 
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Earth First! OrgwizeraconferenI 
Winter Rendezvous. w\w.20il 
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Mardi Gras - in I 
parade at 3 in Peo^i 
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March 4 

Nationwide Dayl 
Defense of Pubiio 
www.defendeduc^ 

March 8 

International WomoCI^ 

Marchu 

Slingshot^nd | 

Berkeley Criticalilviat 
Shattuck Ave. 

March — 14 • b'|*m 

SF Anarchist book fair with John Zerzan, 
Laura Whitehom, Jessica Mills, Tomas 
Moniz Free - SF County Fair Building, 9th 
& Lincoln 

March 14 * lO •> 6 pm 

1 1th Annual BASTARD anarchist theory 
conference DC Berkeley sf-anarchists.org 

March ZO • 11 am 

March and Rally to demand US out of 
Afghanistan and Iraq - in SF at Civic 
Center -protests also in Washington DC 
& LA answercoalition.org 

Bfarch Zl * 4 pm 

Slingshot new volunteer meeting - 3124 
Shattuck, Berkeley 510 540-0751 

MarchZb • 6pm 

SF Critical Mass bike ride Justin Herman 
Plaza 
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peadline^r entri^ Chicago Anarchist 

6 pm 

tical Mass Berkeley BART 

Sin Work Day 

LI am • 7 pm 

5rk Anarchist book Fair 
guare South, Manhattan 
j.net 

J3pm 
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' Protest at the’Tiuclear Proliferation Treaty ( 
Talks, New York, 
thinkoutsidethebomb .org 

May 7-9 

10th Chicago Anarchist Film Festival 
http;//home.comcastnet/-more_about_it 

May Z7 - 3© 

BASH BACK Radical Queer Conference 
in Denver bbworkshops@gmail.com 

I^d'May 

Trial of Johannes Mehserle (BART cop 
who shot unarmed Oscar Grant) begins. 
210 W.Temple St. Los Angeles 
antiracistaction.org 

June 

June ZZ-Z6 • 7 pm 

US Social Forum - Detroit, Ml 
ussf2010.org 




